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year Ate oe be 23.02 instead of 20.66. This ee ie ee 
yield for the five years, which should be 21.94 instead of 21.09. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
EDMONTON, January 31st, 1908. 


To His Honour : 
GEORGE HepuEy Vicars BULYEA, 
Ineutenant Governor of the Province of Alberta. 


SIR,— 
I have the honour to submit herewith the Report of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture for the year 1907. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
We Ee BINEAY, 
' Minister of Agriculture. 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
-Epmonton, January 31st, 1908. 


/ 


To His “Honour * ~ | | an et 
GrorGe HErpLey VICARS- BULYEA, 


Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Alberta, 
| 


} 


; Bi Tee the TOnOUT to Sora herewith the Report of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture for the year 1907. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


W. a FINLAY, 
Minister of Agriculture. 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, | 

EpMonton, January 31st, 1908. 

EW. . ee Ksa., Pie : 
M imister of Agriculture. ; 


Sir,—I have the honour to submit herewith a report covering 
“the work of the various branches of the Department of Agriculture 
- for the year 1907. For convenience the report is arranged as follows: 


1. Report of the Deputy Minister. 
2. Report of the Dairy Commissioner. 
3. Report of the Chief Inspector of Noxious Weeds. 
4., Report of the Game and Fire Guardian. 
_§. Report of the Poultry Superintendent. 
6. Report of the Recorder of Brands. 
. Report of the Superintendent of Fairs an TMaeitee 
. Report of the Provincial Health Officer. 
Report of the Sanitary Engineer. 
. Report of the Director of the ayes 
. Appendices— | 
a—Report of the Alberta Horse Breeders’ Association. 
- b—Report of the Cattle Breeders’ Association. 
Pe hie: c—Report of the Alberta Natural History Society. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


GEO. HARCOURT, 
"Deputy Minster of Agriculture. 


/ 





a 
‘ 
cs 


poe 
om ae 


ny ; eal 
Le 


et sh tl 
ee See 


io fo-y cea te 


sss 
a ‘ 









ie Waa Te Re Ye ee “4 2 te NEN a he Oa Le gee Dead fy aA ee * 
Bh eM SN pea uns AES Onit gia an aba de hy 0 oe gle a ca Ra 1 
eT Orin , ve j Peel dante ote vn eet} lr 
\ 453 
ast 
- ‘ ’ 


Gi DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


1.—-REPORT OF THE DEPUTY MINISTER. 


Sir,—In dealing with the general work of the Department it 
is thought best to group it under the following heads: 
I.—Live Stock. 
II1.—Beef Commission. 
IIl.—Crops. 
IV.—Immigration and Colonization. 
V.—Museum. 
VI.—Fruit Experiment Stations. 
VII.—Vital Statistics. 
VIII.—Office Work and Organization. 


I.—LIVE STOCK. 

The spring of 1907 will long be remembered. by the stockmen of 
the province on account of the unprecedented severity of the previous 
winter and the long delay in the appearance of sufficient grass to 
make pasture. The unusually severe winter caused the death of 
thousands of cattle and, it is feared, put out of business many of the 
small ranchers, The loss of cattle sustained by ranchers varied very 
much, being estimated all the way from 5 to 90 per cent. This loss 
was not always lightest -where the rancher was well prepared with 
abundance of. winter food, nor heaviest where he was caught un- 
prepared. Stock drifted before the storms to places where it was 
impossible to get feed to them, and often where feed could be had 
it was impossible to supply water and it is a question if many animals 
did not die from want of water as well as the absence of food. The 
loss of stock was particularly felt on account of the fact that large 
numbers ready for shipment were turned back on the range the pre- 
vious fall because there were not cars available for shipping. A 
great many of the smaller ranchers have sold out their stock and 
are now devoting their attention to growing grain. 

The severity of the winter was felt in many ways beside the 
direct loss through exposure. The calf crop was a very poor one. 
Many died shortly after birth, others were deformed and many cows 
slipped their calves before they were due. This state of affairs 
was equally true of other classes of stock. The stores of feed laid up 
as ample were gone before spring; the stock grew thin and were 
in very low condition when grass came. This condition of affairs 
seriously affected the flow of milk, with the result that all young 


stock that did survive other troubles did not make the growth they 


otherwise would have done. The same cause greatly reduced the 


quantity of cream delivered at the creameries, with the result that 


the butter output was greatly reduced. With abundant grass the 
balance of the season stock gained rapidly and the number of cattle 
shipped was surprisingly large, as will be found under the head of 
stock inspection. It is feared, however, that this number has been - 
swollen somewhat by the sale of the breeding stock of some of the 


small ranchers that under more favourable circumstances would have 
‘been retained. . 


{ Neale. 
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A large number of animals are being fed every winter and as 
a general rule feeders are finding this line of winter work proving 
fairly remunerative. There is usually abundance of feed for this 
work. _Some are feeding hay largely and in the open yard. Other 
successful men are doing a certain amount of stabling. It is a line 
of work that should be encouraged, as it tends to distribute the 
work on the farm and market the stock at a time when there is a 
better demand for it. 

Horses came through the winter in much better condition than 
_ cattle. The demand for heavy horses has been good throughout the 
year, not only on account of the large acreage brought under culti- 
vation but for railway construction as well. The province is par- 
ticularly suitable for raising horses, and as the cities and towns 
erow there is bound to spring up a brisk demand for the lighter 
class of horses suitable for city work. 
The sheep industry seems to be on the decline and it looks as 
though there will be little improvement until farmers begin to 
enclose pastures for sheep with coyote-proof fencing. Sheep raising 
ought to prove a profitable business as prices have been maintained 
at a high level, and the climate is one well adapted to the pursuit 
of the industry. Sheep can live outdoors in any part of the province 
‘the greater portion of the winter. The demand for lamb and mutton 
is keen as may be surmised when it is known that carloads of Aus- 
tralian mutton were sold in the province last winter. | 

On account of the low prices prevailing farmers have been 


-abandoning the raising of hogs. This surely is a mistake. Such. 


a policy must produce high prices in a year or two when every one 
will be tumbling over the other to get into hogs again only to find 
another period of low values. The most money is always made by 
staying steadily with the raising of hogs. If prices are high it may 
be a good time to slack off a little in breeding operations so as not 
to have too many when prices are low, and when low prices are 
prevailing is a good time to increase breeding operations in. antici- 
pation of the higher values which are bound to follow. 


IMPROVEMENT OF STOCK. 


It is pleasing to be able to report that during the year numerous 
shipments of high class stock, particularly horses, have been made 
into the province. Some very fine Clydesdale and Percheron stallions 
have been brought in. There have also been a few Suffolks, Shires, 
Belgians and Hackneys. These additions will be of great value in 


, . improving the stock of the province, but in this connection attention 


should be called to that portion of this report dealing with the enrol- 
ment of stallions where it will be found that there are nearly two 
grade stallions soliciting business to every pure bred one. I regret 
to have.to report the dispersion of the Rawlinson stud of Hackneys. 
For the most part the stock has gone into good hands and will form 
the nucleus of small studs in various parts of the province which 
in time will become centres radiating an influence for good. 

Beef cattle are bound to steadily improve owing to the constant 
introduction of excellent sires and the fact that the number of men 
owning small herds is steadily increasing. Cultivated grasses are 
being more generally grown and better care taken of the stock. 


IMPROVED DAIRY STOCK* NEEDED. 


Dairying is rapidly assuming larger proportions in the province, 
; but it will never attain the place it should in those districts specially 
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adapted to it until greater interest is taken in the breeding and the 
feeding of and the caring for the milking stock. In the first place 
it is necessary to introduce dairy stock. This is because this class 
of stock has been specially bred and possesses great capabilities of 
producing a large and profitable flow of milk when given the proper 
care. In order to make a start with improved dairy stock it is not 
necessary to dispose of the present herd and purchase a new one. 
Few men can do this. The proper way is to begin with the stock 
one now has, only placing at the head of the herd a sire coming of a 
strain noted for milking qualities. There is no surer or more rapid 
way of building up a dairy herd than by using a sire possessing in 
his veins the blood of dams noted for their production at the milk 
pail. The sire is half the herd, so it is said, and will leave his impress 
on all the progeny, imparting to them some of the milking qualities 
in his blood. In addition to this it is necessary to weed out the 
poorest milkers in the herd. This can be done by weighing the 
milk night and morning and having it tested every week or so for 
butter fat. In this way it is possible at the end of the month or 
the season to know which are the best cows. The heifer calves 
from these cows should be reared to take the place in the herd of 
those cows that have not proved themselves suitable. The calves 
from the poor cows should be vealed or raised for beef. In this 
way it is possible to build up a most excellent herd with very little 
outlay. The Dairy Commissioner is organizing cow testing asso- 
ciations in connection with the créameries. It is a line of work 
that lies close to the heart of successful dairy work and is to be 
earnestly commended to every dairyman. Besides the testing of 
the cows it is necessary to provide abundance of good food for winter. 
It is not enough to bring cows through the winter alive. They 
must be brought out in the spring in the best of heart ready to take 
full advantage of the stimulus to milk production which the fresh 
grass gives. There is nothing equal to grass for producing milk 
cheaply and the greatest care should be exercised to have the cows 
eo on it in such condition as to yield the very greatest returns. This 
may seem a strange doctrine to preach. No farmer, however, would 
think of bringing his horses through the winter in very low condition 
and expect to get much spring work out of them. His seeding 
would soon be away behind if-he did. On the contrary he wants 
his horses in the pink of condition so they can do a full day’s work. 
In the same way the cows should be brought through the winter 
ready for the fresh grass. The growing of tame grasses and roots 
will help do this, also warm comfortable stabling. These are matters 
which should be pressed upon the farmers attempting dairying. 

During last year arrangements were made to assist in the trans- 
portation of a number of pure bred stock from Edmonton to Lesser 
Slave Lake and Peace River districts. It was too late to accomplish 
anything, however, and the work was left over until this year, 
when assistance was given towards the transportation of three “pure 
bred animals to Peace River Crossing. 


ENROLMENT OF STALLIONS. 


The provisions of The Horse Breeders Ordinance require the 
owner of every stallion who keeps his horse for profit or gain to have 
him enrolled in the books of the department. If the stallion is 
of pure breeding, and the owner can produce a pedigree certificate 
issued by a stud book society recognized by the Minister of Agriculture 
a certificate of enrolment, stating that his stallion is of pure breeding, 
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is sent to him. When such pedigree certificate cannot be produced 
then his stallion is enrolled as a grade, no matter what claims are 
made by the owner. A copy of the certificate of enrolment has to 
be posted on the inside and outside of every stable door where the 
stallion stands regularly for service, and must also be contained in 
all advertising matter. This protects farmers nnd others from 
unscrupulous claims of these stallion owners who say that their horses 
are pure bred when they are not. A number of the certificates sent 
to the department for examination during the past year have been 
found to be valueless, having been issued by stud book societies 
that are not now recognized. A number of certificates also showed 
that they had been tampered with,—the date of birth of the stallion 
having been altered. Grade certificates only are issued in cases 
of this kind. | 

The following is a summary of the stallions that have been 
enrolled during the past and preceding year: 


ENROLMENT OF STALLIONS DuRING THE YEARS 1904-1907. 














YEAR 
BREED 

1904.| 1905 | 1906 | 1907 
Clydesdale..... ee ty FELIS, tal tioe R08 AR 68 25 81 86 
RG eTOIA Richy dame bt eens Coke OR: AEP erty 16 10 30 56 
rem tener ete ee DY ae Sse SR es fel o Mry con bas 10 4 10 18 
GOAT SELIG eae, OU AM gh. AP gO ho xn 8 2 10 15 
IMIS SRS (So Oe IR RRIh ei A Reh ae te coiears San! 5 Z 2 8 
PRIMIPOME IESE OGM Mr Aen oo. ee tee Hh Othe le, wala’ 3 1 10 8 
Serre sternal 2. Csi ature Pete WoL Tu gen het I os 3 oe: 3 4 
2 SNS CEILS a SURE EMIS ce) neta artneart tok Lu) (ee 2 aan 2 a z net 
ONG Toe ik 90 ols SORE a Ai VP A ae a 1 Re 2 9 
ol a lela S208 Pig hdl inal ad, ot se eee cen 7 ae Pela 2 4 5 2 

Ser Chau sae a Cente ke Ll RAS. 1 
Co Sng SOME FEN ak i a i a a Se era a We tr dT ee iL APR oe, 
BR Ee rh Re IR oe Saag ow GRR we Me eh os me kk, MN Ne et 2 
MISMO ETOCS TCs Ts th Mk. tM ee ples 118 49 162 208 
Oe TALC ty aha CLES AE EL ee ear OE ROMER Ps a Oa 16d 98 | 329 | 334 
LMR PuTPOUNEI ue fee 8 Ae a> coke to ee BR a 269 147 491 542 

Total Enrolment in four Weate,ce Mrevred  . yeswey au ose 537 

Total, Enrolment in four years, Grade... ............-0:- 912 

Scpethads SUG OCI ga oe 2 era) aR FRONT: 1 xl ar ga 1,449 


It is pleasing to note that a somewhat larger percentage of the 
stallions enrolled during the year 1907 were of pure breeding than _ 
was the case in 1906. It is to be hoped that this is the first awaken- 
ing of our farmers to the need of improvement along the lines of breed- — 
ing horses. The figures given in the table above are sufficient to set 


anyone thinking, and especially so when one considers the excellent 


opportunity existing in the province for breeding horses. 
ANIMALS RUNNING AT LARGE. 


The provisions of The Stray Animals Ordinance require the 
finder of any estray animal, which cannot be driven away from his 
premises, to notify the owner, if the owner is known to him. If 


the owner is not known or refuges to remove the animal upon bene 
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notified the Ordinance requires the finder to send a notice giving a Sa 
complete description of the animal to the Department of Agriculture ah 
for publication in the supplement to the official gazette. Thisnotice 
is published in two consecutive issues of the Gazette, and if no claimant a 
appears within two months after the insertion of the first notice 
the finder makes application to a justice of the peace to have the 
fa animal sold. The proceeds of the sale are disposed of: First, by 
spaying the expenses of the justicé and the finder, and the balance, 







a if any, is sent to the Department of Agriculture, where itis held in - | 
ee trust for twelve months before being transferred to, the general in 
Re? revenue of the province. If the loser of an animal makes application ans 
a ay} to the department for the balance of the proceeds of the sale any a aps 
time within twelve months and can furnish proof of ownership, = = = 
the balance is paid over to him. ae 
hae Some complaints have been made by finders of estray animals Z 
a ‘that the amount allowed for keep is not sufficient to pay for the poate 
we _. food the animal eats. It must not be forgotten that the object of ai 
‘ eh) ‘the Ordinance is not to encourage the taking up of estray animals ee ta 
Bei. by offering remunerative payment for their keep but rather: dis- - 
Bia! courage this. However, when an estray animal cannot be driven “49 
Sian away from the premises of the finder, provision is made whereby ; 
me a. he can dispose of it. Advertise the animal and thus give the owner Se 
et an opportunity to locate his animal. At the same time the finder | 
is allowed some compensation for his care. All estrays must be~ Nee 
4" advertised in the supplement to the official gazette, a copy of which a 
been is sent to all the postmasters, R.N.W.M.P. and justices of the peace — eet 
wee) * inthe province. . et 
be During the year 1907, 612 head of cattle, 308 horses, 3 pigs 

Bd and 1 sheep were advertised in the supplement to the Gazette. Of 

‘: this number 65 horses and 119 cattle were sold. The remainder of 

Bes: those advertised were returned to their owners. : 

is, The following is a statement showing the details of all the sales 


snag of animals taken up and sold under The Stray Animals Ordinance: 


: 
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16 DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
ENTIRE ANIMALS. 


The provisions of The Entire Animals Ordinance prohibits the 
owner of any stallion that is over one year of age from allowing his 
horse to run at large in any part of the province at any time. When 
these stallions are found running at large they may be captured, 
advertised in two consecutive issues of the Gazette, the same as 
estrays, and sold within twenty days after the first notice has been 
published. The provisions of the Ordinance also prohibit the owners 
of bulls that are over nine months of age from permitting such bulls 
‘to run at large. Provision is made for an exception to this by the 
creation of what is known as bull districts. Under clause 2 of section 
4 of the Ordinance the Minister of Agriculture can, by publication 
in the official gazette, proclaim certain districts bull districts. In 
such districts bulls can run at large between the Ist day of July 
and the 31st day of December without being captured. When a 
bull is captured he is advertised and sold, the same as a stallion. 

The following is a list of the bull districts created up to December 
dist, 1907: 


District No. 1.—All that part of the province lying south of township 34. 

‘District No. 2.—All that part of the province north of township 33 and east 
of range 11 west of the fourth meridian. 

District No. 3.—Townships 51, 52 and 53, in range 17 west of the fourth meri- 
dian. 

District No. 4.—Township 34 in ranges 2 and 3 west of the fifth meridian. 

District No. 5.—That part of the province bounded on the north by township 


42, on the east by range 10, on the south by township 33, and on the west by the ~ 


Red Deer River, as far north as township 36, to a point where the river crosses 
at range 22, then by range 22 as far north as township 42. 


During the year 30 bulls and 12 stallions were captured and 
duly advertised in the Gazette. Of this number 4 bulls and 4 stallions 
were sold. The remainder were redeemed by the owners. The 
balance of the proceeds of the sale of the animals sold is held in 
the department in trust and will be paid to the original owner if 
application is made within twelve months after the sale took place. 
The following is a list of the sales under the Ordinance during the 
year: 
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POUND DISTRICTS. mee 
as 2 During the year application was made from five different localities _ 


to have pound districts organized. Of this number four were con- _ a: 


stituted. At the close of the year the following areas had been — 
set apart under the provisions of the Ordinance in addition to those 
Ph formed under the Village and Municipal Ordinances. The last four 
Gi. on ‘the list are new districts: aware 


mage (8 = No. 1.—Township 7 range’ 20 sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, [45001 eae 
AEN Ne 17 and 18. Township 7 range 21 sections 1, 2, 3, 10, 11, 12, 18, 14 and 15. Town- 
ship 6 range 20 sections 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 1920)" see 
Sy 21, 22, 23, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33 and 34. Township 6 range 21 sections 1, 2, 3,. 1 
i5) 4,9, 10,11, 12, 13, 14,15, 16, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 34, 35 and 36. Town, ©) am 
ae ship 5 range 20 sections 1 to 36 inclusive. Township 5 range 21, east half. 
aie No. 2.—Township 55 range 26 sections 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 and 31. Township 56 eat A 
aa range 26 sections 6, 7 and 18. Township 54 range 27 sections 31, 32, 33, 34, 35 hi: 7 
A a and 36 north of the Sturgeon River. Township 55 range 27 sections 1 to 36 inclu- 5 
sive. Township 56 range 27 fractional sections 1, 12 and 13. Aes a 
' ' No. 3.—Township 55 range 26 sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12, and Pe. 
the south half of sections 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17. Township 54 range 26 north half 
of sections 31, 32, 33, 34 and 35. \ . A 




























“No. 4.—Township 3 range 24 sections 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 34 oa % 
Perak) and 35. Township, 4 range 24 sections 1,2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 12}.13, 14, 16, 21, 22, 
“Ph eat 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 34, 35 and 36. Township 5 range 24, all that part south Seas 


ime Pet cof. the ‘St. Mary River. Township 5 range 23 sections 1; 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 11 and 12, - Bibis 

Re and that portion of section 7, 8, 9 and 10 south of the St. Mary River. Township — at zs. 

4 range 23 sections 22, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35 and 36. 1 ae 

No. 5.—Township 30 range 4 sections 1 to 24 inclusive. a es 

_ No. 6.—Township 47 ranges 13 and 14. Township 48 ranges 13 and 14. aN 
No. 7.—Township 51 range 24 sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 17 and 1 eX 













+f , In these districts 112 cattle and 36 horses were impounded ag 

and advertised in the Gazette during the year. Of this number 
pany 5 horses and two cattle were sold, the following being the details  _ 
: a of the same: (aa 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


~ HERD DISTRICTS. \ of 
ae 
| ae 


The Herd District Ordinance passed by the Territorial Legis- Ved 
lative Assembly only provides for the formation of herd distric 
in that portion of the province formerly in the Territorial district 
of Saskatchewan, .e., the district north of the division line between 
townships 34 and 35 and as far west as the line dividing ranges 10 
and 11. It is only in this district, therefore, that new districts can 
be organized, as no amendment has been made to this Ordinan alt 
since the province was inaugurated. ae 

The following district has been constituted under the provisions 
of the Ordinance: ~~ . en a2 fe a 


Range 1 townships 49, 50, 51, 52 and that portion of township 53 lying sout h ‘ 
_ of the North Saskatchewan River. a 
Range 2 townships 49, 50, 51, 52, 53 and that portion of township 54 lying rg 
south of the North Saskatchewan River. Bee 
Range 3 townships 51, 52, 53 and those portions of townships 54 and 55'lying 
south of the North Saskatchewan River, all west of the fourth meridian. 
Range 4 township 51. > VES ae 
Poundkeepers: A. M. Tupper, Kitscoty, pound kept on the north-east quarter 
_ of section 14 township 51 range 3 west of the fourth meridian, and R. E. Brown, — 
hae! pound kept on section 26 township 50 range 3 west of the fourth meri- Pee: 
ian. ‘ U9 Sa ies 
Township 51 range 2 and township 51 range 4 were added to this district during 
the year. - ty ole 


a 


ts 
. 
Sf 


Only one sale under the provisions of this Ordinance was made 
during the year: OO Te aa 


~ 
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22 -DeparTMENT or AGRICULTURE 


STOCK INSPECTION, 


With the development of new towns and new centres for shipping 
stock it was found necessary to appoint a number of additional 
stock inspectors at various points throughout the province. LHarly 
in the year Mr. Fleming resigned as stock inspector at Calgary and 
Mr. P. D. Sanders was appointed to succeed him. Assistance was 
again given the Western Stock Growers’ Association in maintaining 
a competent inspector at Winnipeg to watch all shipments from 
Alberta for estray animals. This inspector was able to detect the 
wrongful shipping of a number of animals. For these animals he 
collected the market price which was forwarded to the secretary 
of the association together with the brand on .the animal. 
The secretary forwarded the money to all parties who could be identi- 
fied by the brand and: balance was forwarded to the department. 

The list of brands and general description of the brands on the 
atimals together with the place and date of shipment were duly 
advertised in the official gazette. By this means quite a number of 
stockmen received pay for animals which would otherwise have been 
Jost to them. ? a 

The chief, stock inspector, Mr. C. J. Creswell, has been doing 
efficient work visiting the local inspectors and in seeing that the 
butchers throughout the province are keeping a record of the hides 
of the animals killed by them as required by law. The following 
is his report for the year: 


REporT OF THE CHIEF Stock INSPECTOR. 


I have the honour to submit the following report for the last year on my work 
as chief stock inspector. J found that the butchers were not complying with the 
law and I have devoted the major portion.of my time to looking after them and 
visiting local stock inspectors. The territory covered by me is too large for one - 
man to handle and get around as often as he should, but with the assistance of the 
R.N.W.M.P. I have succeeded in getting the country south of Red Deer in very 
good shape. The police in Calgary, Macleod and Lethbridge districts have given 
me every assistance but north of Red Deer in the Fort Saskatchewan district I 
have been uanble to interest them. I would suggest that as this matter properly 
belongs to the police it be taken up with the Commissioner and that it be turned 
over entirely to them, with perhaps a yearly or semi-yearly inspection by a qualified 
brand inspector. 

It seems to me that the duty of a chief inspector should be to raise the efficiency 
of the local inspectors, and to do this he should have full reports on all strays caught 
in Winnipeg and by whom inspected. As the inspector in Winnipeg is partly paid 
by the province this could be arranged without trouble. As the matter now stands 
I have no means of knowing which inspectors are allowing strays to pass and which 
are doing their duty. If the chief stock inspector would obtain. these reports he 
would then visit the delinquent inspectors and find out if they or their deputies 
were negligent. I think that in this way it is possible to raise the efficiency of 
the local force considerably. ; 

IT would also suggest that local inspectors be required to furnish the chief in- 
spector with a copy of the certificate of all shipments. Being in a position to know 
tricky and dishonest shippers, he could then follow suspicious shipments to their 
destination .and thus detect any dishonest practices. J would further suggest 
that a more workable method of disposing of stray cattle in Calgary be devised. 
Fortunately we have been able to find owners for all strays so far, but this matter 
may come wp at any time and the inspector would be in somewhat of a quandary 
to know how to dispose of them. At present he has no power to sell them and 
if no owner is found can only proceed according to The Stray Animals Ordinance. 
To do this would saddle the cost of two months’ feed and keep on the owner, which 
with the expense of selling, would nearly equal the value of the animal, leaving 
nothing for him. . ‘ 





Ges: CRESWELL, 
Ki Chief Stock Inspector. 

The following is a tabular statement of the returns made by 
the various stock inspectors throughout the province of the stock 
shipped, during theryears st ee 
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24 DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ‘ 
DESTRUCTION OF WOLVES. 


Recognizing the seriousness of the ravages made by timber 
wolves upon the stock of the country the Territorial Government, 
as early as 1899, made provision for the payment of a bounty upon 
every one killed. Regulations were framed governing the method 
of payment, copy of which was given in the 1905 report. These 
regulations were adopted upon the inception of the province and 
bounty paid under them in the years 1905, 1906 and 1907. Owing, 
however, to the fact that these regulations provided for the payment ; 
of a bounty only through a live stock association, and that, the only 
association making such payments, being the Western Stock Growers’ 
Association which operated largely in that portion of the province 
lying to the south of the main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway, | 
the effect of this regulation was that bounty was paidinonlyaportion 
of the province. Since the inception of the province the department = 
has received more or less complaint from ranchers, farmers, sheep 
breeders and poultry men as to the depredations committed by coyotes. 
After the disappearance of the rabbits during the winter of 1906-7 
the coyotes became exceedingly bold in their attacks upon poultry, ~ 
sheep and calves. Many complaints of severe losses were received. 
‘In the early part of February, 1907, a deputation from the Peace 7 


River country waited on the Government and requested that a bounty 
be placed on wolves in that portion of the province as a great number 
of stock was destroyed every year by them and they were gradually 4 
becoming more numerous. The Legislature, therefore, authorized — 4 


the adoption by Order in Council of regulations for the payment 
of bounty on wolves and coyotes which would be applicable all over 
the province. In order that the bounty should be uniform and 
paid in a similar way it was decided to cancel, at the end of the year, 
the regulations under which the Western Stock Growers’ Association 
had so long paid bounty on timber wolves. This has brought to an 
end a bounty which has been of great value to the stockmen of the > 
southern portion of the province. The following is a statement — 
of the number of wolves killed under these regulations: 


rd 


















YEAR DOGS BITCHES PUPS TOTAL 








ER RE oe ON tare 15 43 336 454 

TOOK marten Ng: CLT Ty sc vais 4 73 54 264 391 

OM meO OR as four oe. 68 68 238 374 

(OWA «tol ee eS ea a 51 40 274 365 

OO 8 ie eee 58 BB 230 326 

GO Ofaeta ae Ne sitet csi «5 24° 18 122 164: teen 
LOUAMIMOM Ad Set aces. 44] 338 2,070 2,849 

—————————————————— Ee 


This shows a gradual decrease each year, and it is hoped that i; 


the same will be true with respect to the covotes ao ae 
regulations. yotes under present — e 


4 


WOLF BOUNTY REGULATIONS. 


: The bounty is now payable under the following regwlavigne oi 
a3 For the purposes of these regulations the term— ay 
(1) ‘Timber wolf”’ shall mean the large wolf known as the grey wolf; 
6 b] 
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(2) “Prairie wolf’? shall mean the coyote or brush wolf; 
. (8) ‘‘Wolf pup” shall mean the immature young of the prairie or timber 
wolf up to the first of August in any year. 


2. (1) The bounty upon timber wolves shall be ten dollars per head; 
(2) The bounty upon prairie wolves shall be one dollar per head; 
(3) The bounty upon wolf pups shall be one dollar per head. 


3. For the purpose of these rules and regulations the stock inspectors appointed 
under the provisions of The Stock Inspection Ordinance shall be wolf bounty in- 
spectors in that part of the province lying to the south of the 55th parallel of lati- 
tude, and the Royal North-West Mounted Police shall be inspectors in that part 
of the province lying north of the 55th parallel of latitude: 

Provided that additional inspectors may be appointed by the Minister of 
Agriculture from time to time as may be deemed advisable. 


4. The pelt, including the scalp of each wolf upon which bounty is claimed, 
must be produced intact to the inspector by the person claiming the bounty. Every 
' person applying for bounty shall furnish the inspector with an affidavit to the 
effect that the animal upon which bounty is claimed has been killed inside the 
province. 


5. Upon the production to him of the pelt of any wolf the inspector shall split 
both ears from tip to base. : 


6. The inspector shall keep a record of all warrants issued, and number them 
consecutively in a book supplied by the department for the purpose, and forward 
to the department a counterfoil of every warrant issued. 


7. The inspector shall use every precaution known to him and be satisfied that 
the pelt is of a timber wolf and not a prairie wolf before he issues a warrant for 
the same. 


8. No bounty is to be paid under these regulations on any wolf killed prior 
to the first day of July, 1907. 


9. A fee of ten cents shall be paid to the inspector for each pelt inspected, 
the same to be computed upon the warrants issued, and paid by the department 
out of the vote for the destruction of wolves. 


10. Upon presentation to the department of any bounty warrant, payment 
is to be made for same out of any Legislative appropriation in that behalf. 


The direct supervision of the carrying out of the Wolf Bounty 
Regulations was placed in the hands of the chief game guardian, 
Mr. B. Lawton, and the following is his report thereon: 


Report on Wour Bounty. 


The amount paid for bounty on coyotes and timber wolves under the above 
regulations as shown by warrants received up to and including the 31st day of 
December was $3,598.70. This, together with $1,030.00 paid by the department 
on timber wolves through the Western Stock Growers’ Association, makes in all 
a total of $4,628.70 expended during the year 1907 for the destruction of wolves. 
‘There were 102 inspectors appointed for the purpose of inspecting pelts and 
issuing warrants during 1907. This number is being gradually increased in order 
that the settlers may not have to travel too far to claim bounty. During the months 
of November and December the average amount claimed under bounty regulations 
was almost one hundred dollars per day. 

The present regulations are not as stringent as they should be. . The experience 
in other provinces and states where a bounty is paid on wolves has been that even 
the most drastic laws have failed to entirely eliminate dishonest practices. The 
State of Washington estimates that during the year 1906 over four thousand dollars 
~ were fraudulently obtained by parties claiming bounty. The State of Montana 
also had trouble in this respect. It is also stated that parties have claimed from 
the Province of Saskatchewan bounty on coyotes killed in this province. Attempts 
have also been made by residents of the province to collect bounty on the pelts 
-of timber wolves killed elsewhere. 

As the depredations of timber wolves and coyotes cause a loss to the settlers 
of this province amounting to many thousands of dollars annually a few remarks 
as to the best and most successful manner of capturing or destroying them will 
no doubt prove of interest. 

The hunter and trapper prefers of course to take the pelts of these animals 
between the first day of November and the first day of March while the fur is at 
its best. The price realized on pelts taken during this time runs from one to two 





ahd * ef at AU ee ee VA x no hee nota y nod i Ter en 1 ere! Ae - 
PN PTR A MYR SRO LET A aie Cie is Re war) DEO a a 
othe hahaa Sa a, aie Mi AN a 
Satna FU ot 7 Bry f pres J H\ Ye 0 Bin 
, ‘ \ ’ 





_ , 






26 *\ DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE oa 


dollars on coyotes and five to seven dollars for timber wolyes. | The bounty of ve 
one dollar Bin otes and ten dollars on timber wolves, in addition to the value bar 
of the pelt as fur, will no doubt be an inducement for them to give the hunting of 
these animals more attention. The farmer and rancher of course desire their mS 
destruction not for the sake of the fur or bounty but to prevent damage to their — eh 
stock and poultry. The most effective way of doing this is to destroy the pups. — 
Any person who knows the country adjacent to their place of residence may readily — 

- locate their dens by studying the lay of the country. es 

For breeding dens they choose, if possible, natural cavities or washed out 

hollows on the southern slopes of rocky or bad land ridges. There 1s usually a high 

ehecs* _ point not far from the den where the male is on guard during the day. Good track- _ 

A yt ing snow often lies on the ground during the early part of the breeding season, 

Baer S : which renders the finding of the dens much easier; even on bare ground there is — 

f little trouble in locating these dens. Gar: 

x By riding along ridges until the tracks are found, the direction of the den 

can be often located by the lay of the land. Near the den the tracks become more 

perceptible and often gather into well worn trails. ‘ : ; 

Coyotes make their dens in the same kind of places as wolves, and also dig 
burrows or use old badger ‘holes, slightly enlarged, and in order to reach them 


a P 
7, 


Bt ee ane eee 


bd a shovel is often necessary. Farmers or ranchers should not allow wolf or coyote =~ 
vay pups to grow up on or near their lands. A short time spent in trying to locate ' 
4 be them will usually meet with success and it is up to everyone to try to protect himself = 
Rey by destroying them. The young pups of wolves and coyotes are nearly black, 
ee but as they grow older the colour fades to dull yellow, and when about three months 
| ie old a new light grey coat is acquired. Sa 
he Yj i vw 


Trapping Wolves. 


4 
For trapping these pests it is advisable to use a No.4 double spring trap for .- : 
wolves and a No. 3 for coyotes, with an extra stout chain and swivel. [finatimber 
wolf country it will be better to use the No..4 trap as this will hold either and may 
prevent the loss of the trap. If possible attach the trap to a drag. If it isfound 
necessary to stake the trap, it may be done by driving the stake just below the 
Ae of the ground and adjusting it in such a manner that the chain will not \ 
slip off. eas | 
If possible the trap should be placed in such a position that it canbe approached = 
from one direction only. It should be near their runway and covered in such 


+ a manner that no portion of the trap or chain is visible. This may be done by ~ rie 
ae covering the trap with a piece of paper, which in turn should be sprinkled with _ : 
sufficient fine dirt to cover it, and by sprinkling with water, a natural appearance 

_ may be secured. Care should be taken to leave the ground in a condition as to 


appear as if it had not been disturbed. d 
Wearing old gloves well scented as well as rubbing the soles of the shoes with 
















tainted meat will prevent suspicion due to any human scent being left behind. — 4 
A piece of old sacking or a cow hide may be used to stand on or to pile the loose 
dirt on while burying the trap. Meat baits alone have not proven successful in 
capturing these suspicious and cunning animals. Of scents and combinations d 
ra the fetid bait has proven most successful. This is prepared by putting a piece of  —__ 
eee! raw meat in a wide-mouthed bottle or jar and placing it in a warm shady piace. 
rot. Allow it to stand until the odor therefrom has become almost unbearable, when’ 
a Bei a quart of lard oil and 1 oz. of tincture of musk may be added to each half ‘pound a 
|e . of meat. Pour a little of this on the ground in such a position that the animal = 
ae to be trapped cannot get to it without first crossing the trap. This bait is very 
‘Sea ; attractive to domestic animals and care should be taken that they cannot gain tl 
ae access to it. } oa. Ry 
i; | Poisoning is a very common, as well as successful, way of destroying these 
9 ie pests. Great care of course must always be taken that domestic animals do not _ 
ret ies have an opportunity of partaking of poisonous baits. Provided it is taken in proper ; 
ee . quantity, pure sulphate of strychnine has proven to be the most effective poison 
ee for this purpose. For coyotes 2 grains and wolves 4 oe 


; grains, has pro hese: 
oo most effective dose. It should be enclosed in capsules of 2: amd. 3 cain ct 


respectively and every trace of the contents wiped from i fe 
should be inserted into a piece of beef suet annus the 8 ay a welaat Nee or 
lean meat as the juice therefrom will dissolve the capsule and free the poison before hes q 
it is partaken of by the animal for which it is intended. The baits read be area 
in a tin can or pail and dropped while riding along on horseback, care alwa 8 bi ae ‘ 
By _ taken that the bare hand or the clothing does not come in contact with ‘the a 
Nw? This may be prevented by wearing gloves which have been scented. After de Soha 
Pasa, .  ciding as to-where these baits shall be placed, the trail may be scented b dragei : ny 

i ’ - an old bone or piece of meat which has been previously scented That baile es 

also be placed near a carcass or along a trail frequently travelled by the alee ee 
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-Hunting with dogs has proven more successful with coyotes than with the timber 


wolf. The large greyhound or wolfhound which runs by sight and hunts in pairs 
will readily overtake and kill the coyote, but they would be no match for a full 
grown timber wolf. By watching at the den in the early morning or late evening 
during the breeding season, the hunter may secure one or both of the parents. 


Fencing. 
Fencing against: wolves and coyotes has been adopted to some extent. Owing 
to the expense it is not feasible to enclose anything but areas such as would be suit- 
able for swine, or small numbers of sheep and calves, or other animals which would 
not require a large range, or might be used for a night enclosure for any kind of 
stock. A fence for this purpose should be built as follows and would, I think, prove 
effective in keeping out almost all carnivora. 

Woven wire stretched on posts set a rod apart, witha closely barbed wire just along 
the surface of the ground. The woven wire should be about 3 inches above this 
and 36 inches high, the mesh of which should not exceed five inches. Above this 
should be placed two more barbed wires, not more than six inches apart. In a 
district where the snowfall is at all heavy, still another barbed wire should be used, 
and placed five feet from the ground. To prevent sagging a vertical wire or dropper 
may be placed between each post. For poultry it will be necessary to place lght- 


weight netting immediately above the heavy netting mentioned and to such a height. . 


as to prevent the possibility of the birds enclosed flying over it. 
The following is a list of the inspectors, arranged according to electoral districts 
as shown by their post office addresses: 


WOLF BOUNTY INSPECTORS BY CONSTITUENCIES. 


Athabasca. 

AMEE OG UNLV EW Wire Fane ois a ie are Naat a ee an Fort McKay. 

POMMROUC OLIN, 25 fhe da A. 2 Milde a aca het. SY aDISKAaW. 

Reeve eT etre MRS Ta gascavciet a's acs lecMc yeh Wabiskaw. 

Banff. 

‘Elliott, iy EP: etre) oe Sh coe Pee Cochrane. 

Co he LOL COUN Co MRR Te eR ge RR Cochrane. 

USM) hhh gdh 0s nike ss athe, é 8 ged oh 5 Ss Morley. 

Coe) SG TESTS 191 Sele a) ee mt de Pe Exshaw. 

LD) EEOC SUC | Fad ma a Lochand. 
Cardston. 

LE oy 1 Ob AGRA A a A Cardston. 

Paton. Witt ... .”. OPUhay anda ete see Paw obe Coutts. 
Calgary. 

Botte SL bedi ih ie ee Le. ee a aha o Calgary. 
Edmonton. 

i l@meriay IVWisb tee hs 6 se enya 8s hs wack Sestak, ce: Edmonton. 
| Gleichen. 

leet a Von Peoie, sc se Aes OES vee By eAIUTIC, 

Ep as UV ARISTEMER ED oe sect Pathe) Pi NE Moe | ita kes Brooks Station. 

Urquhart, Wm...... BAAS tea nyne ct ee ina Crossfield. . 

Sao pt rramryete ts tons) et) Ae An hee Glarchent 

Viareggio: MaMa Men ChE ee ined. Rosebud Creek. 

NMooretiouse,. CaCataies:... Peer PE aa 68 Sk as Strathmore. 


High River. 


Teenie, Sameer bie lai eae te wgrlcney High River. 
Sh wer neh meee ee AN: atoha Mike Geri he Nanton. 
PR ELErepaian) Cains nba th: ca sddicatuerraSe 4 canasa, «4 Okotoks. 


McDermott, P 
Lundy, W. T 


} 


Brereton, T. A 
Mather, Alex 
Capron, Joseph 
» Damron, John 
Read, R. A 


Longacre, J. E 
Kent, James P. 
Huston, Wax 

_ Prudden, W. E 
McCullough, A. W 
Tees, William F 


Johnson, J. 8 
Robertson, Wm. A 


Salvage, Wm 
Lowther, C. W. 
O’Brien, T. J 


Ostlund, H.......... 


Bray, Jy BeGriw...- 


Davis, G. E... 
Sinclair, Lachlan 


Hally, Andrew. : 
Johnston, J. D. 
Reid, A 
Bosmans, E. 


Merpe wh eroelrtig cin sek le. 


McKenzie, Foster. . 
Bryenton, F. W. B 


\ 


Robertson, James 


Liesemer, T. E. 


r 


Miller, GaBeiss. ... 
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Innisfail. 


Innisfail. 


Valley City. 
Alix. 


Blackfalds. 


. Chigwell. 
Content. 
Canyon. 
Erskine. 
Lacombe. 
Morningside. 
Red Willow 
Stettler. 


Millet. 


Grassy Lake. 
Lethbridge. 
Raymond. 


Me Reg aati Met aa they ei ca, Lead Be Stirling. 


Macleod. 


Claresholm. 


PRG ki. ene ood _.....Medicine Hat. 


Ferry Point. 
.... Highland Park. 


Round Hill. 

~ Gian dohaaey Lee ye 
Sedgewick. 
Spring Lake. 


Pincher Creek. 


eta, ster esse la... Cowley. 


Pincher Creek. 


Carstairs. 


eee : Olds. 


Tee Sa ste ae See Didsbury. 
Red Deer. 


_ Clover Bar. ‘is 
Strathcona. fe a! 
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me Lora ete et atin wal nue ie ace thee Abie ». White Fish Lake. 
> he 
ae Stony Pisia 
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aie fae bara ledn iota. io ha ko wee ns Maviohetd: Equity. 
29 aru iis a Guess Ra arch Bal apa cy see ofetaestH aseal'd aod Gilpin. 
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Meee pe SinithiaNe Moc Si... LNG Rtas Sates Holden. 
te te MeColman Delite)... oa ERS. oe ae er . . Innisfree. 
Sait ED OrE ee Tae 2h is She Bn ie ae eee Islay. 
Pureenme tne lOhristomeA. ais) cake ces ste. bolo. eo Kitscoty. 
oa ix Paes; Wredier tis 20 iv. riemelres Calpe § Ae kee Lavoy. 
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PEED IRAG anh hs.5 5 56s, vta he Was Geared a Pine yaa Mannville. 
leer STA Se i BR ake: « Se URE: Mundare. 
i hontpsene li. W . sc 2. ees Saab dcr na . Ranfurly. / 
Pee breretom, AGW. 0024. Meee HO Le alo oti 03 Ribstone. ¢ 
3 Rete cer eles! AR Ate We GoRix gree Se ww saa Denwood. 
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, : ey C0 fs ot Re a Vegreville. 
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eg Il._THE BEEF COMMISSION. 
iB 5 As intimated in the annual report for 1906, preliminary ape pay 
ae had been taken working towards the creation of a commission’ DY 
4 the four western provinces to enquire into the conditions surrounding / 
\ 3 AMG 
ABs the meat industry. ‘ * 
ey . A commissioner representing each province was appointed and a 
Ny a preliminary meeting held at Calgary, November 2nd, 3rd and ; 
< | 4th, 1906. After this meeting the Provinces of Saskatchewan and ; 
Wel: British Columbia withdrew. Negotiations were. then begun with 
ae: Manitoba, with the result that a joint commission was appointed. y 
a _ A preliminary meeting was held at Medicine Hat on May. 13th, 1907, i: } 
xs at which sittings were arranged for at the following places: | = 
<a Medicine, Fatima Mat. sct GovRs et teat June 10th and 1ith. ; “a 
gat Naa oh! Nav on cmece ke «49th and 18th. ik: 
Cardston........ b Sanh (Meher ges ad coe « 14th and 15th. 9 Oe 4 
Re Diaclec Ae ne hs ic Sage, oe “ 18th and 19th. ao 
é PiisnOR er ee en Nae ees Pat ow ae oh a “| 20th and 21st. ae 
ha Caleary: (eee ss ect een, eae «99nd, 24th, 25th and 29th. a 
Bey Ce WOnie aia) fe 5 is op i teeter Sade dick “ 27th and 28th. 4 
ae! Taal, ot alg avaedt nd «2 ser eam July 2nd and 3rd. oe 
s Pe ebcc iat. pits r: Gye. eer ha @ 4th and 5th. 1 Tae 
‘ee learn dl oP, 2 A el oe a ot Ke Sth ang bbe rs 
Dew Tirole WaimAb hho ee all yks hice “11th and 12th. ‘Se 
Be Ete é | SHEU LOT teed bel ee aie ete oie a mek el a, j 
Ky W Coaslwilieg eit ck oh et Se ageaee qs “6th. a 
BS EN en CONMR Pre Lok «cis cee ees eee “« 15th, 16th and 22nd. i. 
Beak E j WViccrend lle quntenat ss yp bill onenae aaerieeoa es. by 17th and 18th. a 
é; Bray, ok MENT POAT Tie Coir nll hee soleus “19th and 20th. j >. 
i See The commissioners chose Mr. H. A. Craig, Superintendent of 
4 om é Fairs and Institutes for the province, as their secretary, while P. J. 
aes | Nolan, K.C., of Calgary, was engaged as counsel, and K. J. Collings 
Pt | as official reporter. The following is the text of the commission 
et and the report of the commissioners: oe 
Ae wy , { 
pars : “ 
ery iy: CANADA ‘ Gro. H. V. BULYEA,,, ele 
“a PROVINCE OF ALBERTA. J Lieutenant Governor. . 
Ri COMMISSION. cay 
z yt eis i | 
ad ap Edward the Seventh, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
Wi: and Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, King, Defender 3 
fee ty of the Faith, Emperor of India. ae ae 
tre » f iy 
is) Ba To all to whom these presents shall come or whom the same may in any wise 
Jae concern, Greeting: i ei 
ce , vi he oe | | 
Nae .. fn Whereas inand by an Order of our Lieutenant Governor in Council. bearing 
ee. date the ninth day of May in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and — Ad 
ey seven, provision has been made for an investigation by our commissioners therein __ 
and hereinafter named with respect to certain matters rélating to or affecting the 
ri industry or trade of purchasing and selling cattle, sheep, hogs and meats and the qo 
a eo affecting # Sider: the price thereof in the Province of Alberta and 
elsewhere, as upon reference to the said Order in Council, ¢ vhich 1 f 
eye it annexed, will more ‘fully and at large appear. nell CORY eee mea | ne 
Ave ‘ #, 
ne re Now know ye that by and with the advi i Pa 
a he a h rice of Our Lieutenant Governor in) 
See i uae we ae by, these presents nominate, constitute and appoint Alexander ae 
Bi? | iddleton, of the City of Medicine Hat, in the Province of Alberta, and Alexander — 


¥ 

M. 3 ) » \ 1 1 . 5 5 a 

ey erate! in the Province of Manitoba, to be our commissioners to ‘ 
‘Bae To have, hold, exercise and en} sal 5 
+ Ra . , m joy the said office, place enon 
sie | ssn Sa ater ae Alexander M. Campbell Pee on ee vt 

Pei powers, privileges and emoluments unto the said offi , BR 5 

and by law appertaining during pleasure. BE ee 4 wala Ms 


a? ae 











And we do hereby under the authority of the Ordinance respecting Enquiries 
Concerning Public Matters, being Chapter Tw:lve of the Consolidated Ordinances 
of the North-west Territories, confer upon our said commissioners the power of 
summoning before them any witnesses and of requiring them to give evidence on 
oath, orally or in writing or on solemn affirmation, if they are persons entitled to 
affirm in civil matters, and to produce such documents and things as our said com- 
missioners shall deem requisite to the full investigation of the matters into which 


_ they are hereby appointed to examine. 


And we do hereby require and direct our said commissioners “to report to our 
Lieutenant Governor in Council the result of their investigation, together with 
the evidence taken before them and any opinion they may see fit to express thereon. 

In testimony thereof we have caused these our letters to be made patent and 


. the Great Seal of our Province to be hereunto affixed. 


Witness: The Honourable George Hedley Vicars Bulyea, Lieutenant Governor 
of our said Province at our Government House in our City of Edmonton, this 
Ninth day of May in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 
seven and in the seventh year of Our Reign. ; 
By Command, 
Haroup W. RILry, 
Deputy Provincial Secretary. 


Report or Breer ComMMISssION. 
To His Honour the Lieutenant Governor in Council for the Province of Alberta: 


_ The commissioners appointed under the terms of the commission dated the 
ninth day of May in the year of our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and seven, 


“issued under the provisions of an Ordinance respecting Enquiries Concerning Public 


Matters, being Chapter 12 of the Consolidated Ordinances of the North-West Terri- 


tories, and the Order in Council thereunto annexed to investigate and report to the 


Lieutenant Governor in Council upon and with regard to all matters having to do with 
the purchase and sale, whether by wholesale or retail, of cattle, sheep, hogs and 
meats in the province, and of and’ unto the conditions prevailing in the industry 
or trade of purchasing and selling cattle, sheep, hogs and meats and the conditions 
affecting or regulating the price thereof, whether by wholesale or retail, and of 
and into all facts or conditions tending to the ascertainment of whether there exists 
or has existed or is likely to exist any combination in restraint of or affecting trade 


in eattle, sheep, hogs and meats or any or all of them in the province or elsewhere, 


such as would infringe upon the provisions of the Criminal Code of Canada, 1892, 
and amendments thereto, or is otherwise injurious or inimical to the people of the 
province or any portion thereof; have the honour to submit their report embodying 
the results of their enquiry, their recommendations in connection with the various 
matters into which they were directed to enquire, together with the evidence taken 
before them. | 

Subsequent to the appointment of your commissioners, Alex. Middleton, of 
Coleridge, in the Province of Alberta, and Alex. M. Campbell, of Argyle, in the Pro- 
vince of Manitoba, a preliminary meeting was held at Medicine Hat on May 138th, 
1907, for the purpose of organization, and also for the consideration of certain 
problems pertinent to the investigation. H. A. Craig, of the Department of Agri- 
culture, was appointed secretary to the commission, and P.J. Nolan, of Calgary, 
was appointed counsel for the conduct of the enquiry. 

The following towns were recommended as places for sittings: Medicine Hat, 
Lethbridge, Cardston, Macleod, High River, Calgary, Gleichen, Innisfail, Red Deer, 
Wetaskiwin, Lacombe, Erskine, Edmonton, Vegreville and Vermilion. 

After due notice had been given the sittings commenced at Medicine Hat on 
June 10th, 1907, and continued in the order mentioned above until July 22nd. 

In the selection of men to appear as witnesses, the object was to secure repre- 
sentatives of those engaged in the different branches of the industry, namely, the 
producer, dealer (including buyers, commission men and exporters) shipper, trans- 
Pecan company and consumer. In all two hundred and ten witnesses were 

eard. 
' We have made an exhaustive investigation of the meat industry in Alberta, 
and we find that there is a universal complaint that it is not on a paying basis. 
There is a general feeling of dissatisfaction, partially due to the fact that there 
has been such a heavy mortality on large ranges during the past winter, also be- 


-eause the free range is being curtailed and primarily because the rancher and pro-— 


ducer are not receiving sufficient remuneration for their labour and investment. 
The object of this commission, then, should be to determine exactly wherein the 


troubles lie, and to suggest remedies for the same, and discover if possible how 
_ the producer can obtain a better price for his product. 
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The report will deal with three branches of the trade, namely, beef, mutton 


and pork, the former occupying perhaps the most important place. 
Mutton Trade. 


We find thatthe sheep industry in this province is on the decline. | 

There has been a great controversy between sheepmen and cattlemen 1n. us 
range country practically since sheep raising began. The cattle ranchers maintaine 
that their cattle will not pasture on ground overrun by sheep. Some years ago 
the sheep limits were much larger than at present. About 1901 a commissioner 
in the person of E. W. Burley was appointed to investigate the controversy, be- 
tween the cattle and sheep men. Mr. Burley before completing his duties joined 
the Territorial Government, and Mr. Stewart was appointed in his place. We 
understand that Mr. Stewart ‘made a very thorough investigation, and that he 
recommended that the sheep limits be changed. His recommendations were acted 
upon and the result is that the greater portion of the new sheep limits are located 
in the Province of Saskatchewan. Sheep ranchers complain that there 1s not 
sufficient water on their limits. This, together with the curtailing of the range, 
the heavy mortality during late winters and the ravages of the coyote, is re- 
sponsible, we believe, for the decline of the industry. ¢ 

Those who still remain in the business maintain that under good manage- 
ment it is a profitable industry. In view of the fact that there is a large amount 
of mutton brought into the country from Ontario, Australia and the Maritime 
provinces, and in view of the further fact that there is no legitimate reason why 
a sufficient quantity of this product should not be raised in this province to meet 
the demands of home consumption, we, your commissioners, believe that this 
government should take active steps to assist in the expansion of the industry. 

We do not believe that it would be wise to have an extension of the sheep 
limits in the south, as what was but a few years ago a ranching country is now 
changing into a country of smaller holdings, consequently we believe that the 
range side of both the sheep and cattle business will soon be crowded out. We 
are of the opinion, however, that some improvement might be made in the range 
industry as it exists. Range lambs when placed upon the market are usually 
very thin and small. If the sheep men would finish their lambs by feeding they 
would not only increase the total weight, but would secure an earlier maturing 
animal and would also produce an improved quality of meat. Most of the range 
sheep in this province are to be found south of Calgary, and in this particular district 
the alfalfa crop is being developed and is now being grown in paying quantities. 
It is a conceded fact that alfalfa is one of the best feeds for finishing lambs. It 
has been demonstrated also that roots and rape can be raised in paying quantities 
in the southern country. These feeds, together with a grain mixture, would make 
a very satisfactory ration for the finishing of our range lambs. Therefore, we 
would recommend that the government undertake sheep feeding experiments 
in connection with the feeding experiment stations mentioned in our treatise of 
the cattle industry. é 

In this connection we would quote from the evidence of J. McCaig: 

‘“‘Lamb_ and sheep feeding experiments running over ninety days, including 
December, January and February, shotld be undertaken as soon as the balance 
of food necessary is available. This is in line educationally and economically 
with the needs of our agricultural and pastoral interests. The ranchers themselves ° 
are approaching it, but too slowly. Our sheep are being bought to put into feeding 
experiments outside of the province, namely, at Moose Jaw and Port. Arthur, or 
they were a year ago. This should be counteracted.” 


Since the range enterprises are being reduced the sheep business’ must be . 


maintained by the introduction of farm flocks throughout the northern part of 
the province, In this connection Mr. Hamilton, manager of the Alberta Shee 

Co., Limited, states: . 7 = 
“It would be profitable to have.the industry extended. Of course the men 
in the north country are trying to get more sheep. The farmers in the north are 
coming down here and will buy one hundred or two hundred sheep for breeding 
purposes, and for selling afterwards to supply the local demand up there. The diffi- 
culty now is to get sheep to buy. There are not enough sheep here in the country 
to supply the demand and that has had something to do with the increased price.” 
_ The difficulty of establishing the industry in the northern portion arises from 
two causes: The ravages of the wolves and coyotes, and the cost of fences. The 
bounty system lately inaugurated by the government will in a measure do away 
with the former. We believe, however, if sheep are to be kept profitably in th th 
they must be held within a woven fence. We are le hae ie 
farmers in various parts of the northern country are 
business. Believing, then, that there is urgent neces 
would respectfully recommend that the government 
importation of sheep, and distribute them in sm 
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all lots throughout the province. — 
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As our climate is somewhat severe the close woolled breeds will be more profitable 
to raise and of these we would mention the Shropshire and Oxford particularly. 
‘These two breeds may be secured from Ontario flocks at the present time at very 
reasonable prices. 

Pork. 


We found an absolute dissatisfaction amongst the producers of pork, due 
to a lack of confidence in the market. ‘There have been times when the prices 
have been high, sufficiently so to encourage farmers engaging extensively in the 
industry, and when a large number of hogs came on the market, the price dropped 
to a figure below the cost of production. This condition of affairs has been re- 

; peated several times in the past decade so that at the present time the farmers, 
: while anxious to engage in the business, will not venture because of the uncertainty 
| of the market. . 
| We can see no reason why this should be the history of the industry. The 

smail buyers of pork maintain that Burns & Co. set the price. The producers 
unanimously claim that this company is responsible for the state of the industry. 
We know that Burns & Co. handle a great deal of the pork of the province and 
have done so for many years. We believe also that the fact of their doing business 


_- so extensively in the province has tended to keep other buyers from entering. . 


From the evidence we are forced to believe that there is a monopoly, in the in- 
; dustry, and that the privilege has been abused. Instead of fostering the industry 
-_. , at all times and looking for a foreign outlet when the market was glutted they 
Kt have allowed the cost to drop below the price of production, and have driven a large 
_ number of farmers out of the business. The result is that to-day people say that 


not venture again if this company can dictate the price. d 
. We believe that this is a matter which should engage the immediate attention 
of the government. Thousands of tons of cured meat are being imported from 
‘the United States yearly and sold at ridiculously high prices. The money is going 
_ out. of the country, when it should and may be kept there. We wish also to state 
that the imported ‘goods have secured a name far beyond their due. They are 
popular largely because they are imported and again because they have been exten- 
sively advertised. This imported. bacon comes from the corn states, where they 
raise nothing but the fat type of hog and feed it nothing but corn. It does not 
stand to reason that the meat would make as high a class of bacon as that of our 
oat and barley fed hog. 

We wish to say that this government would be justified in taking active steps 

- in the endeavour to place the hog industry on afirm basis. We would respectfully 
recommend that the government consider the advisability of assisting in the erection 
— of at least one pork packing plant to be located in the district between Calgary 
and Edmonton. If it be found later that its operation is successful, we would 
recommend that the government assist in the erection and operation of a plant 
- in the southern part of the province. In several parts of the district between 
a oe Calgary and Edmonton we were informed that the farmers were prepared to sub- 
+. geribe sufficient shares to erect the plant, but they wanted the government to 
assist not only financially but also to take over the entire management of the con- 
< cern. This latter they believed the government only could handle successfully 
ee and cope with the large corporations which would be too ready to injure any such 
institution. We would respectfully recommend the evidence of Jas. Bower, of 
Red Deer, for your consideration, as that of a man who has given a great deal of 
sound thought to the situation and the views of whom are representative of ninety 
per cent. of those interested in the pork industry of this province. 

The fact that a large pork packing plant is in the course of erection near Ed- 
monton under the management of the J. Y. Griffin Co. does not seem to Inspire 
confidence in those who wish to engage in the industry, but rather the opposite. 
Whether the operation of another pork packing plant will help the industry we 
are not prepared to say, but we wish to impress upon the government. the necessity 
for immediate action on their part in some such manner as recommended above. 


« 


_ Beef Trade—(a) Local Trade. 
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| Ghee condition of affairs. Many of the cattle which are.sold for butchers if kept until 

wh finished would be exported and thus reduce the amount of this class. This, we 
cape,” _ believe, is an important factor in the solving of this phase of the local beef trade- = 
Rect) of the province. ; oe wae 
Jes Again the country is in a transitionary stage, a stage when ranching is changing 


to mixed farming, and in order to practise mixed farming successfully a proper = 


whe system of winter seeding must be adopted. When the rancher was asked why he 
5 did not feed his stock in winter for spring delivery the invariable answer was: “‘It ' 
a won’t pay.” 4 a 
ft We find that the average stockman is very reluctant in changing to this new | 5 
Ay method, perhaps because it involves work and permits restriction on the free life ae 
of the rancher. : a 
Again those who have experimented have not obtained the most satisfactory _ Sa 


Aan results, a matter which has tended to discourage the business very materially. : 
Many of the unsuccessful experiments, however, may be traced to the close housing = 
of these range-raised cattle. We are strongly of the opinion that such work will 
result successfully if judiciously carried out. We would not advise close housing : 
of these cattle but rather have open sheds convenient to a good pasture where they . 
can be fed and get shelter and gradually be brought into a quiet and docile con- es 

Pe dition, the latter being very necessary for successful shipping. When cattle are_ - - 

taken off the range and immediately placed in the cars for shipping we find that s 

t they abuse themselves very badly, not only bruising themselves and rendering _ c 

the meat in a very deteriorated condition, but in many cases these wild animals a 

will not feed or drink for several days after being loaded, consequently faila great . § 

deal if they are long in reaching the market. a 

ne Besides relieving the local market and producing a better class of cattle for = 

i the foreign market, this system would enable us to distribute the shipments through- 

an - out the year and would avoid glutting the market in the autumnwithan inferior — 

class of cattle. Furthermore, the system would not only increase the total weight 
of beef, but would also result in a greatly improved quality. 

Bie Another admirable feature which will result because of the inauguration of 

ag . the system will be the lack of strain on the car service department in the autumn 

iy? of the year, when it is taxed to its utmost on account of the season’s crop being 
eo shipped. 

a After listening to the evidence of exporters who strongly impressed us with 

ae 8 the necessity for a better bred and better fed animal for profitable exporting, we 

Bae are convinced that it would be advisable for the government to adopt means of 

\ encouraging the finishing of these cattle. 

a? We would respectfully recommend that the government establish three cattle 

ery feeding experiment stations distributing them properly throughout the province, 

Bothy and conduct such experiments as will demonstrate the feasibility of the cattle 

yg feeding business, demonstrate that these wild steers can be finished on hay and — 

grain feed. In order to have such a scheme as practical as possible, we would 
we recommend that these experimental stations be conducted along with an energetic 
system of grain growing for feed, so that they could be operated at a profit and de- 
monstrate the practicability of the scheme in every detail. A great deal can be 
done by means of institute teaching, and we would advise that every opportunity ° — re) 
rae. be used to impress upon the farmers the necessity for feeding and also the proper 
ag eae oneeine Beas us 

y this scheme the government will be enabled to demonstrate i i x 

Rex way that the first and prime consideration in profitable feeding : 10 celeoh ae (ine 

eae: proper type of animal. We would emphasize again that one of the reasons why nh 

? ‘ the cattle business has not been more profitable in the past is due to the fact that a 

ra § the majority of ranchers have been breeding a poor class of animal. x 
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y Canning Plant. : ‘gt 


a Almost every cattle raiser in the province has more or less stock which ea 

Pant be sold or used as canners—the very rough and thi i 3 rep ree Pie. 

served ther day Suen pict g n animals and those which have ns 
reat difficulty is experienced in getting rid of this class. Althouch: 

; ; | was not presented to us by very many of the witnesses, yet in Ae eee as 

m -that these witnesses are prominent men in the districts in which they live, and i sd 

, view of the further fact that the question as laid before us partook of such a defini Bs rah s: 

5 HI character, we feel that we cannot ignore it. a Cone 
Te ie 3 We eae that ae aero, peed have a grievance in th 

dispose of their poorer class of stock to good advanta r iey 

if their wish were carried out by the Pach ane pica ae be rn ree ne neh ay 

. ment in the condition of affairs, yet, in view of the fact that there is Bite se a 

Peis course of erection a large canning factory in the northern part of the oe nN 

Pastis < located within a few miles of Edmonton, and another canning factory in the come 

of erection in the southern part of the province, located at Medicine Hat ingtibot aetad | 


at they cannot 
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which we believe will materlally change the condition of affairs with respect to the 
canning industry, we, your commissioners, do not deem it wise to recommend that 
the government take any active steps in the matter until there are further develop- 


‘ments and until the plants now in course of erection are in operation and the results 


therefrom determined. If, in the event of unsatisfactory results emanating from 
the operation of these two canning factories, the government find upon further 
investigation that matters are still in an unsatisfactory condition, we believe that 
the government would then be wise in erecting and operating a canning plant. 


Retail Butchers’ Trade. 


With regard to the retail meat industry, we beg to say that we examined 
about 35 butchers throughout the province, and the following are representative 
of the accounts laid before us: 

Excerpt from evidence of Mr. W. J. Williamson, Edmonton: 

“‘Q.—What do your steers usually dress? 

‘“4.—About 700 lbs., some more, some less. 

‘‘Q.—(Pointing to diagram) Supposing that represents a 600 lb. steer dressed, 


could you tell us how many pounds of each different kind of beef there would be: _ 


say on one side of the animal to begin with? How many pounds of neck, for 
instance? , 
‘‘A.—Neck, 25 lbs. at 64¢. per Ib. 

Shoulder, 65 lbs. at 8c. per lb. 

Prime of rib, 40 lbs. at 11c. per lb. 

Plate, 15 lbs. at 8c. per lb. 

Brisket, 7 lbs. at 5c. per lb. 

Shank, 10 Ibs. at 25c. for shank. 

Front quarter, 162 lbs., which realizes $13.024. 

Loin, 50 lbs. at 124c. per Ib. 

Flank, 10 Ibs. at 5c. per lb. 

Rump, 25 lbs. at 10c. per Ib. 

Round, 42 lbs. at 124c. per lb. 

Hind shank, 18 lbs. at 45c for shank. 

“That makes a total, one side, of 317 lbs., for which you receive $27.974, or 
on the whole animal 634 lbs., which brings you $55.953. 

‘‘Q.—Don’t you sell any of, that meat at more than 12c. pre lb.? 

‘‘A.—Not on an average. A good deal of meat is sold to hotels. 

““Q.—What do you get 18c per lb. for then? 

‘‘A.—Those cuts sold to small customers, principally the undercut and sirloin 
steak. The prices I have quoted are those at which meat is supplied to hotels 
and restaurants, where so much trimming is not required. Taking into considera- 
tion the cost of collecting accounts, these high prices would not average as much 
as the smaller prices, when large quantities of meat are sold. 

#*Q.—What would you pay for that steer that would dress 634 pounds? 

‘‘A.—I would pay 8c. per lb. at the present time. 

““().—That would be $50.70? 

““A.—Yes, about that. 

“‘Q.—What have you paid for any steers that you have bought live weight? 

““.—One cost me $40.00 and the other $35.00. The last I bought was $40.00. 

““(.—That $40.00 animal would have, dressed how much? 

““A.—About 550 lbs. 

“‘Q.—And out of that $40 animal you would have the hide. How much is 
that worth? 

“A.—6e. a lb. 

“‘Q.—How much would the hide weigh? 

““A.—About 65 Ibs. 

‘‘Q.—Well, that would be $3.90 for the hide. And what about the offal? 

‘¢A —The man, who kills the animal gets the offal. 

‘‘Q.—What do you get for the tongue, liver and heart? What do you sell 
these for? 3 

“A —Tongues 45c., hearts 25c., tails 10c. 

““Q.—We will say $1.00 altogether. That would be $4.90 for the hide and 


offal, which we will deduct from the price of the steer, which leaves $35.10. That _ 


would be the net cost of that steer to you, would it not? , 
‘A. —No. It would not. It would take us half a day to buy that steer with 
a man and team. 
“Q.—That animal would cost' you $35.10, and at the prices you have given 
it would realize $55.95, which would leave a gross profit of $20.85.” 

’ Excerpt from evidence of Mr. Wm. Lee, manager for P. Burns & Co., Macleod: 
‘““Q).— Now take a $30.00 steer, what would that dress on the block? 
““A.—He would probably dress about 650 or 700 lbs. 

“‘Q.—What percentage of the gross weight? 
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*‘A.—Well, I could not tell you. Te 
“Q.—I mean a good fat steer, would he dress 60 per cent. : 
““A—No. I do not think he would; about 50 per cent. or 50. 
‘‘Q.—What do you consider the proper charge for dressing an 
that animal, so as to make it ready for the customers? 
‘‘A.—In the killing of it? 
*“Q.— Yes. 
“A.—That is for the slaughter men. ; ‘ a 
“Q.—From the foot to the block, what do you consider it costs to get an an 
on the block ready for the customer? — 
‘‘A.—Well, I have never figured that out. 
' “Q,—It is not a big item, though, is it? 
. “A.—No. It is not high. | 
“Q.—You get the hide, don’t you? 
‘A.—Yes,., sir. the 
“‘Q.—What is that worth? ; ; ’ 
‘(A —-The hide, if it is taken off properly, is worth about $5.50. 
““Q.—-What is the offal worth? 
“‘A.—We throw it away. 
““@.—What is the tongue worth? 
“A-About 50¢. ~~ , é 
‘‘Q.—Then the offal would be worth about $1.00 would it not? ri . 
‘““A.—I suppose that would be about it. 1 tt: Se 
“Q.—So that you get $6.51 by way of rebate for hide and offal, so that if a — Jeg 
steer cost you $40, $33.50 would be the actual cost to you? Now that we have 
got it on the block we take it that the animal dressed 650 lbs. How many lbs. _ 
of neck would there be in one side of the carcase? he 
“A,.—Neck, 15 lbs. at 4c. per lb. 
Shoulder, 50 Ibs. at 10c. per lb. 
Prime of rib, 50 lbs. at 124c. per lb. 
Brisket, 40 lbs. at 7c. per lb. 
Shank, 10 lbs. at 24c. per Ib. 
Porterhouse, 35 lbs. at 15c. per. lb. 
Sirloin, 30 lbs. at 15c. per lb. 
’ Rump, 35 lbs. at 124 cts. per lb. 
Round, 40 lbs. at 124c. per lb. Bs A 
Hind shank, 20 lbs. at 124¢. per lb.” | ; “By, ea 
According to the account submitted by Mr. Lee, the profit on a $40 invest- 
ment amounts to $35.50, or 88.87 per cent. ois os 


Excerpt from evidence of Mr. F. Michener, Red Deer: ‘ies bee Ree 
“Q.—You say that a 1,100 lb. steer would dress about 600 Ibs. I want you 
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to take half of that carease, 300 lbs., and give me the different weights of it and 
the prices that you would retail the parts at. How many pounds would there 
. be in the neck? jo 9e2 A eee 
_  “&K,—-Neck, 16 lbs. at 6c. per lb. |, ears 
Shoulder, 45 lbs. at 9c. per lb. 
Prime of rib, 20 Ibs. at 12c. per lb. 
Porterhouse, 20 lbs. at 15%c. per lb. 
Rump, 20 lbs. at 9c. per lb. 
Round, 40 Ibs. at 124c. per lb. 
Shank, 20 Ibs. at. 50c. for shank. 
Flank, 15 lbs. at 5c. per lb. 
. Brisket and plate, 30 lbs. at 54c. per lb. 
_ Front shank, 15 lbs. at 25c. for shank. 
“Q.—What would you sell it for b 
“A.—About 74e. per lb. . 
“Q.—What would you get for the hide? 
“A.—6e. a lb. It would probably be worth $3.50. 
Maer ats ne liver and tongue, how much would they be worth? 
ay Panee $4.50 for the hide and offal . he 
you would make -4U on a carcase, and out of th 7 hee 
interest on capital, insurance and all that kind of cane? TES ee ae eae Re 
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’ Your commissioners are convinced that when there is a considerable turnover 


of stock and good business methods employed, the profits are large. In small 
establishments the danger of loss is much greater, and we also observe that the 
business methods employed here are responsible for the small profits in their busi- 
ness. ; , 

-. We are of the opinion that if the credit system were done away with and sales 
made strictly for cash the butchers of the province could afford to sell their meat 
-at a considerably lower price. The man who pays has to pay for the man who 
doesn’t. Again, butchers complain that it is difficult to get rid of the poorer cuts. 
The purchaser goes to the shop, and because he does not have to pay for his meat 
that day he is going to have the best that is going, whereas, if he had to pay cash 
he would suit the price of his purchase to his pocket. Then the butcher would have 
no bad debts, and he would get rid of all his poorer cuts. 

There is no doubt that poor business methods and lack of economy, etc., are 
responsible for the small profits in the business. Furthermore, we may say here that 
there is considerable waste in competition because of the fact that each butcher 
has to do his own buying, slaughtering, hauling, ete. If it were possible to have this 
done by one firm in each town it would be a considerable saving of expense. 

_We also wish to mention that there is a-reason for such great difference between 
the price per lb. paid for the animal on foot and the price charged in the shop. 
In the first place, the ordinary range animal will only dress about 55 per cent. of its 
live weight, which means that the price paid on foot must be almost doubled in 
the shop in order to realize cost price. A large portion of the meat must be retailed 
at about the same price as choice cuts. Thus the high price of porterhouse, sirloin, 
“etc. 

It has been complained that P. Burns & Co. have a monopoly of the retail 

' meat trade of the province. It is not necessary for us to prove from the assertions 
of a number of witnesses that a monopoly exists. We need only refer to the evidence 


. of Mr. Burns himself, in which he states: 


F “There are a lot of people in this country who think it is the right thing to 
knock the C.P.R., Gordon & Ironsides, and’ Burns, but I want to say that we three 


_ have made this country, and it is a pity that there are not more Burns and Ironsides 


in this country. Why, if I were to close down to-morrow, in ten days the neople in 
this country would be starving. 

“Q.—Do you not think, Mr. Burns, that there would be somebody found to 
take your place if you went out of business? 

“A.—Not much. They could not do it. This business of mine has taken 
years to build up.” 

We would emphasize that the monopolistic state of the retail meat trade is a 
very undesirable condition of affairs for this province. It has been charged against 
P. Burns & Co. that they use doubtful methods in order to establish trade in certain 
towns. With respect to this, we have to say that there is no direct proof in the 


evidence that this is true. 


A great deal has been said against P. Burns & Co. in their relation to the retail 
meat trade of the province. Viewing the evidence as a whole, your commissioners 
are impressed with the fact that many of the.accusations against Mr. Burns and his 
company cannot be substantiated under oath. 


Slaughter Houses. 


Your commissioners have taken occasion to visit several slaughter houses 
situated in both provinces. We wish to say, on the whole, that matters are con- 
ducted in quite a cleanly manner. We desire to draw the attention of the govern- 
ment particularly to the cruel treatment to which the animals are subjected while 
being stunned. The animals are run into cages, holding one to each cage, and 


after the doors are properly secured, a man with an instrument resembling an axe, | 


except that it is pointed where the axe is blunt, walks on a beam above the animals 
and administers the fatal blow. In this operation the treatment which many an 
animal receives before losing its senses is simply appalling. If the animals be struck 
in the proper place one light blow is sufficient to relieve it from all further pain, 
but we were present when it took as many as seven and eight blows on different 
portions of the head to bring the animal off its feet. After this a chain was attached 
to the hind feet of the animal, and when it had been strung to the ceiling the final 
blow was administered by a man slightly more expert at his business. Such treat- 
ment as this can be attributed to no other source than to carelessness on the part 
of the employers who have the work in hand. We have given a description of 
_what happened in the case of one animal, but hundreds .of innocent beasts which 
go to our slaughter houses are doomed to a similar fate. We ask the consideration 
of the government, firstly: from a humane standpoint; we believe that such things 


_ ghould not be allowed to take place in any civilized country; we would respectfully 


recommend that legislation be passed which will’ protect dumb creatures from 


-« unnecessary cruelty; we would suggest that it be compulsory for all animals to be 
pbee.? , 
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eae Oa shot in the forehead. Secondly, we have been led to believe from cohversation _ 
9) ee with men of experience that the meat of animals subjected to such brutal treat- 
Re “ ment in the killing is of a very inferior quality. ae 


| fe ; Export Trade. 


We have heard the evidence of most of the large cattle raisers in the province, 
wigs many of whom we have found to be very familiar with exporting conditions, and with = 
ek the exception of one or two who are favourably situated their evidence goes to show 
mi that there is something seriously wrong. Almost without exception the small 
shipper has exported at a loss. It would appear that the transportation com-  — 
panies, commission merchants and all corporations interested in shipping endeavour 
to discourage the small shipper, or, in other words, that those who have shipped 
privately to Winnipeg, Montreal and the old country have been designedly held 
up from the pointeof shipment until their cattle were on the hooks in the market. 
‘ We were able to trace the steer from the Alberta range until he arrived in 
Beg Winnipeg stock yards and acquaint ourselves thoroughly with every detail in the 
process up to this point, but we are firmly convinced that most of the trouble ex- 
perienced by the private shipper is to be located beyond this point. - 
“ We can quite easily understand that it is to the interest of the transportation tg 
company to have the shipments consolidated and have the shipping done by as 
Bie, few men as possible. Again, it is to the interests of the commission men and the 
eae / exporter to discourage private shipments, as it will increase their own business. 
EG The tendency of the industry is toward monopoly since the capital involved and 
ae, the ability necessary in the carrying on of such a business naturally throws it into y 
‘Speen the hands of a favoured few. The transportation company should then be the , 
Bie iis agents to combat this influence, instead of to augment it.’ : . 
bt One significant feature of the evidence relative to the C.P.R. is that the com- 
vi plaints come absolutely from the smaller shippers. Men such as Gordon & Iron-.. 
sides, P. Burns & Co., the Knight Sugar Co., George Lane and a few others have 
no complaint to lodge against the C.P.R., while smaller private shippers are loud 
| in their denunciation, claiming that the most adverse treatment is meted out to 
ate them and every possible favour shown the large shippers. 


atk 


Delays in Transit. 


In many instances we consider that the time occupied in shipping cattle from ; 
. Alberta to Winnipeg and Montreal, and the treatment the rancher receives at the nh 
ly |r, hands of the C.P.R., must be expressed in no milder terms than outrageous. The ‘ 
ee delays in transit occasioned by neglect on the part of the C.P.R. officials is a matter 
: which benefits no one, and in many cases brings ruin and disaster to the western a 
fe fant rancher. We have only to refer to the evidence of such men as W. J. Wake, J. 
ano)" _ LL. Sexsmith and Walter Ross in order to prove the seriousness of the situation. 
Net eas Excerpt from the evidence of Walter Ross, Cardston: "dad 
eV ‘One experience I had four years ago, I was 90 hours going from Lethbridge : 
to Winnipeg, and the cattle were sold and weighed off the cars there. I spent $8.00 5 
telegraphing to different officials of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company at ae. 
Winnipeg. 

“i ““Q.—That was four years ago? Did you stop on the road to feed and water 
oa . pont ate) ta ie Hs ; 4 
: ‘A.—Could not stop. ey would not let you stop. x . 4 
- the road and gave us no opportunity of dulemaine or fanaa dee Ree 4 
nays ‘“‘Q.—I suppose that would occasion serious loss to you? BOR 

ie rt ae I lost $2,000.” 
uxcerpt from the evidence of W. J. Wake, High River: 
: a : i 2 ’ = 5 ; 
. | Es Winoost the runs to Winnipeg, did you ever accompany any of your cattle 
raat tee A. Well, yess) made one trip in January. ioe Be Be 
im Q.—What time did it take for you-to get your cattle from here to Winnipeg . 


‘ 
“ \ A on that occasion? : : Re 
tah -“ A. About 72 hours. < 
,, ; “Q:—H . ae 
* . oe aa oe any record of the time you loaded and all that? at 


a 
““Q.—Would you mind letting us see it?” (Witness handed Mr. Nolan a : e 







Pd memorandum. ) ce 
Hoe ‘“‘Q.—This memorandum shows the time spen: . 3 eee 
heehee ea , ime spent by yo ue 
4, ‘ to Winnipeg in the month of January, 1907, with 18 pated of et eee Mi % 
ae . have a whole trainload? . BN. 
fA R oa. cae ioe ie 18 carloads of cattle. Jc 
"a ae, i .—You left Calg byl ora).. 3) arter : a eae 
hgh ee Beare Vai: re he 5, at quarter to four o’clock in the afternoon? . 
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La “Q.—You don’t recollect what day of the week that was, do you? 
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‘‘A.—I think it was Sunday, January 6th, 1907. 

“‘Q.—You arrived at Medicine Hat, according to your diary, that same evening 
half an hour after midnight? 

‘““A.—Yes; half-past twelve that night. 

“Q.—When they took you out of Medicine Hat a quarter of an hour later. 
Then your next stop was at Swift Current, and you got there at five minutes past 
ten o’clock, and were kept there until three minutes to three o’clock. What was 
the reason for this delay? 

‘“A.—Well, we had an engine off the track; that was what kept us there. 

‘‘Q.—Then according to your diary you arrived at Moose Jaw the next morn- 
ing at 9.40. That was on Tuesday, and you left there at 10 minutes past 11. What 
was the cause of the delay? 

‘‘A.—Four carloads of cattle went off the track, and they would not allow 
one car to go through, and it had to be transferred. 

“‘Q.—You arrived at Broadview that evening at 10 minutes to six, and left 
there at 19.30, or 30 minutes past seven o’clock on Tuesday evening. You arrived 
at Brandon at one o’clock on Wednesday morning, left there at three o’clock and 
arrived at Winnipeg at half-past two on Wednesday afternoon, so that the trip 
took from a quarter to four o’clock on Sunday afternoon until half-past two o’clock 

on Wednesday afternoon? 

“*A .—Yes, sir. 

““Q.—Were your cattle fed or watered during that trip? 

‘‘A.—They were not.” 

Excerpt from evidence of J. L. Sexmith, High River: 

‘“A.—I was just about nine hours short of being four days and four nights 
from Calgary to Winnipeg. 

‘*Q.—Did they lose much in weight on the road down? 

‘‘A.—They shrunk a little over 300 pounds apiece. 

““Q.—How long ago was that? 

‘‘A.—I think it was three years ago. 

**Q.—Did you accompany the shipment? 

““A.—Yes. I went with them. When we got to Calgary they told me they 
could send me out on a way freight; I could get on a red card freight. Well, we 
got on this red card freight about eleven o’clock that night, instead of nine o’clock 
in the evening. When we got to Medicine Hat they put on four cars of horses. 

, As we got further down they put on carloads of stock; in fact we must have had 
50 cars on, and by watching the mile posts I figured we were running about three 
miles an hour at times. Our run was very bad. : 

““Q.—Did you feed on the road? 

‘“A.—No. When we got to Moose Jaw they said the corrals had been filled 
with sheep and had not been disinfected; they agreed to run me on in 16 hours 
from there to Winnipeg provided I would not unload my cattle at Moose Jaw. 
I agreed to do this, and it took something like two days from there to Winnipeg.” 

It is of the utmost concern to the Alberta rancher that his cattle reach their 
destination as expeditiously as possible. In order to prevent a continuance of 
the above condition of affairs we would recommend that the Railway Commission 
be asked to compel the C.P.R. Company to run a weekly scheduled stock train, this 

train to have the right of way after passenger trains, and that its rate of speed 
be pies 20 miles per hour, not including the time cattle were unloaded for 
feeding. ; 

We would further recommend in this connection that it be made compulsory, 
not only for the shipper to unload his cattle once every 42 hours, but that it be 
made unlawful for any railway company to carry any stock longer than 42 hours 
without seeing that it is unloaded. 

If the above recommendations are adopted it would prevent the unreasonable 
cruelty to which animals have been subjected by being starved for four or five 
days while in transit, and again it would be possible to take very wild cattle from 
Calgary to Winnipeg without unloading. 

It is a great advantage to the buyer in Winnipeg to have cattle weighed off 
the cars, but we wish to point out the injustice to the shipper and producer, and 
further say that it is practised in no place except in Western Canada. 


\ 


Delays in Supplying Cars. 


A great deal of complaint has been lodged against the C.P.R. for negligence 

in the supplying of cars within reasonable time after application was made. In 

several instances men have had to wait two weeks to have their order filled, and 
on certain occasions there was a lapse of one month or more between the time 

application was made and the filling of the order. This causes serious inconvenience 

for a shipper who removes his bunch from the ranch to the railway company’s 

stock yards. Besides the trouble in feeding and watering, the animals fail a great 

deal on account of being removed from their natural quarters, and as the western 
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ranch animal is of nervous and, wild disposition it should be the object to place _ 
him on the market as quickly as possible after being removed from the range. — ie a 
In order to explain the situation more clearly we quote from the evidence i ae. 
of J. Day, Medicine Hat: ; : Reet 
CA Well, I fetched my cattle in here, as I was to have cars on the 13th of © ee 
November. I had ordered them from the railway company @ month before, and — AS 
‘I brought my cattle into Medicine Hat to ship them. ‘There were no cars. I was — 
unable to get cars before three weeks after that. 
‘‘Q.—How many cars were ordered? 
‘““A.—Twenty-three or 24 cars. 
““Q.—Who was in the deal? 
“‘A.—No one but myself. ; Mh ee s RE See 
‘‘Q.—And you had to wait three weeks after the time for which you had or- 
dered the cars, that is, from the 13th of November? , 
“‘A.—Yes, sir. n., uy a the 
“‘Q.—Was there any reason that you know of for not giving you cars when. 
there was a lot of stock to be shipped, especially that late time of the year? = 
‘A Not that 1 know of. Well, we had not got into the depth of winter. =  _ 
“‘Q.—So that it practically took seven weeks to get your stock shipped after ino ee 
you first ordered the cars? : a) “Wie 20 
‘(A —Yes, sir. 
‘““Q.—When you did get cars; what kind of cars did they give you? 
‘¢A.—They were stock cars. 
‘‘Q.—Where did you ship your cattle to? . eed bat; 
‘A —Billed them to Toronto, but took them off at Winnipeg. ere ass 
“<Q.—How much did it cost you to keep your cattle here until you could get OA me 
them shipped? ns . ‘nh eae 
“A Jt cost probably about $100 to $150, but the price in the old country Pere 
-market had gone down in the meantime and I lost between $1,500 and $2,000_ a 6 
by selling them at Winnipeg, when if I could have got the cars when ordered I) 
would have got a better price and the cattle would have been exported to the 
old country.” j Bere 
We find a few instances of engineers being rough in handling of stock trains, Vis 
abusing the cattle and causing the meat to be in a bruised and deteriorated con- 
dition after being slaughtered. ; a4 Dpgte 
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what they were, and he said they were three ¢ 
& Ironsides, shipped to Liverpool. I then aske 
_ then discovered that there were three cars of 
, on the side track and those three cars of offal taken in th 
that these three cars of offal were to go on the same ship 
with at oe to Liverpool.” | 
e might just explain that these three cars of Mr. , 
of the trainload in which Mr. McHugh was interested aoe 
that the shipment should all reach Montreal together. 
us to believe that Gordon & Co. receive great favo 
gata of hee ey unable to bear it. 
i gain the evidence convinces us that. Gordon & Co. 
to receive favours from the C.P.R. We quote a ike aes 
of Lethbridge, who received very doubt 
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“T shipped with the Little Bow Pool and went to the old country myself. PRA 
I went with the shipment that Joseph Marion went with. e's 
‘“Q.—What about the cattle that left Winnipeg after your trainload and ar- 1 4 ae 
rived in Montreal ahead of you? ; 4 6 am 


, 


‘“‘A.—Well, when we left Winnipeg there was some ‘T O T’ cattle in the yards. aR 3) 
. there, and when we arrived in Montreal these same ‘T O T’ cattle were there ahead | I OX 
of us. They must have passed us on the road. \ ae 
‘“Q.—Do you know why they should have got that preference? . oo 
‘‘A.—No, I do not. . \ ae 
‘“@.—Do you know who owns the ‘T O T’ cattle? Rye | 
| “A —Bader, of Bader & McLean.” Gy Re 
We are satisfied that it is the intention of the higher officials of the C.P.R. a, pres 
to furnish the best possible service in the shipping of stock. We are convinced ee 
that the fault hes absolutely with their subordinates, men who consider their 
own comfort above the reputation of the company by which they are employed. 2, 
On examining such men as F. W. Peters, assistant general traffic manager, and 
R. R. Jamieson, superintendent of the western divisions, and others we were con-_ her 
vineed that they were sincere in their endeavour to furnish first class service for live gs 
stock shipments, but that they were not fully cognizant of conditions as they actually | OS eae 
exist. Just here we may say that in order to inform these gentlemen of conditions “A 
as they have been presented before this commission, and at their request, we have ae 
taken from the evidence excerpts which in themselves explain most clearly the oa 
careless and unreasonable methods which have been practised, and have forwarded kere 
these to the C.P.R. offices in Winnipeg. 
- We would respectfully recommend that all the complaints against the C.P.R. : 
be taken up with the Railway Commission; further, that copies of the excerpts . 
_ from the evidence which we have sent to the C.P.R. offices in Winnipeg be for- i. ae 
| -warded to the Railway Commission, and that it be asked to remedy the several ha 
grievances which are therein set forth. | a? 
Mr. McHugh states: ' . & be 
‘“My experience from start to finish in shipping cattle was that all with whom oe 
I had to deal were bound to make what they could out of me. First} the hay and ‘ ee. 
feed; second, the rope for ties and the men to cross; with the cattle which we found 
at Boston at $1.00 per head; third, the space agreed upon here with Messrs. Sparrow ; —a 
& Johnston at 30 shillings per head, crossing from Boston to Liverpool, and when epee. 
settling I had to pay 374 shillings. So far as I can learn the ship’s agents and Mr. AT 
Hugh Gilchrist, the Montreal man who secured the space for me, had 74 shillings to ke 
themselves as whack-up; this will give you some idea how the small ranchers are 
being robbed. Fourth, then again the agent, Mr. Pritchard, gets 5 shillings per ) 
head as his commission, and one-half of that again goes to Mr. Gilchrist of Montreal. oe 
J have this information from Mr. Pritchard himself; fifth, the agents in Liverpool % 
have all in their power if not honest to do you in weights when the cattle are slaugh- | ay 
tered; sixth, again you have to pay $6 per head for having them slaughtered, so you ee. 
can see it is a skin game from start to finish.” - a 
In purchasing of ship space in Montreal and at other Atlantic ports, we are ae 
led to believe that there is ‘‘gambling in space,” or in other words, that ship space WS 
is bought up and relet at a higher figure. It is easily seen that the small shipper e; 
,is at a great disadvantage here. Those who are exporting regularly have agents “ie 
at these different ports to look after such business as the securing of space. Mr. i, os 
Gordon states in his evidence that when he was paying 30 shillings per head on ee 
a certain boat there were those who were paying 35 on the same boat. Mr. Gordon ' 
also stated that ‘‘a man who makes one shipment cannot hope to get insurance ‘ean 
as cheaply as we who ship such a number.” : ee 
On landing in Liverpool or old country ports the regular exporter has his agent mh 
to look after the shipment, while private shippers have informed us that they mm 
were not allowed, to follow their cattle through the stock yards and on to the slaughter “hae 
house. These cattle may be kept for ten days in the old country stock yards before tie i 
being slaughtered and the private shipper has no means of knowing whether his ae 
-eattle are being attended to or not, but he pays for the service just the same. Again 
the regular exporter keeps a close watch on his cattle when they are being weighed. 
. Mr. McHugh states that ‘‘the agents at Liverpool have all in their power if not jeg 
honest to do you in the weights when the cattle are slaughtered.” ' a 
Just here we would mention that the evidence leads us to believe that the ee 
/  gmall shipper suffers on account of the embargo. If at the time of landing in the Sia 
old country the market is low it would be a great advantage to keep the cattle ee 
for three weeks ora month. As it is at present all imported stock must be slaughter- eu 
— —sed within ten days after arriving and not infrequently the buyers take advantage of - rare 
f _— this knowing that the stock must be sold, thus forcing the owner to take a smaller {ae 
=~ price than he would if it were possible to keep his stock longer. We will confess 
lm = =§©=s that on account of not having investigated this matter in the old country we are 
| | _ searcely in a position to recommend but it appears to us that it would be wise to 
Ps endeavour to have this time increased from ten days to a month. : 
/ ppm en at ' te : ‘ br 











: 
f a " ’ * “ M4 Py ha 
] ity Hat pA 4 ret wie eh ee oe Sie 
f Fo et ae We vice a ey dah OL RRO Moe 
ly a * ie eC ak we: it NES: EN oh: #7 1 = 4 
LF ea a ae BON oy Paici§ gh se Fao a 
1 | Nansen eM Sy Mie 0 Vinh a be ta 


nih 





Pw ; 
" c «tty 
Ld i 
: 







v. 
Me 
Ee. 
Bie 
:< 
74 
+ 
ae 
= 
oF 
sg 
xe 


Fis on AOS an ee ee 
a? ve: Ate ges At iey Fi 


f 7 


/ 





42 DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 






There are three methods which the rancher has of disposing of his export- 2 


ye Le eattle. First, through the exporter of the man who buys outright on the range 
hie 2 and ships himself to the old country; second, by private shipments; third, exporting 
A : through the commission man. As to shipping privately we have to say that those ~ 
i Ra who have attempted it have met with utter failure, almost without exception. 
‘yk , It must be expected that the man who undertakes shipping cattle to the old country 
ie once in a year or possibly once in two years will meet with trouble which will result 
ia: in loss of money on account of his unfamiliarity with the details of the shipping 
a * business. On the other hand, the exporter and commission man are familiar with 
Ng the conditions existing and are thereby able to stop the leak, which means the 
yt difference between profit and loss in the export business. These men have facilities 
oh ; of their own all along the line, besides having agents in the old country who are 
va thoroughly familiar with the conditions there and assist very materially in the 
be proper working out of the scheme. 

an It is difficult to determine exactly wherein the difficulty lies when shipping 
ae ' through commission men. We' have nothing in the evidence which goes to show — 3 
<hae that there is dishonesty ‘practised, but nevertheless, the fact remains that many 
Pate ’ of those who have shipped through commission men have found it most unsatis- 


east factory and it appears to us not only a careless but a dangerous method of doing 
nee business. ‘ . 

% The condition of affairs was very aptly summed up in private conversation 

with one of the large exporters of Winnipeg when he said: ‘‘The fact of the matter 

Se is, gentlemen, that the Alberta rancher raises his steer until four or five years old 
bs and then says: ‘Stranger, take my bullock,’ in other words, the rancher must 


ees: trust too much to the honesty of the stranger.” ; 
Bes Again, in shipping through the commission man the objection is that there ~ 
i are too many people who share the profits. When the final returns are made to — 
as the producer he has little left for his trouble. 
Dag to In selling direct to the exporter the complaint is that he pays too little. i 
‘Seat In order to effect an immediate remedy of the export situation we would’ re-~ 
i spectfully recommend that the Alberta government appoint a live stock commissioner ~ 
ES e area chief business it would be to attend to the marketing of Alberta export 4 
cattle. 

This commissioner should be a man thoroughly conversant with the live stock i 

‘ industry and a man sufficiently acquainted with business transactions to enable _ 4 


him to carry such an extensive scheme to a successful issue. We wish to empha- 
size here that the success of this undertaking on the part of the government will 
depend very largely on the choice of the commissioner. We would further re- 
commend that this commissioner be entirely under the direction of the department 


Po 


ee of agriculture and that he be paid a regular salary from a fund collected by imposing 

‘ a uniform tax on all shippers according to the number of animals shipped, these a 
funds to be handied entirely by the government. We believe that this gentleman % 

ed See Satis his ee ce ee during the whole year, acquainting himself __ 

: with conditions onthe different markets on the continent, with shippi iti ; 

ot en route, with stock interests at home, ete. slupPIng ae Kg 



















a Chilled Meat Trade. e 
Throughout our sittings in the southern part of the rovi : 

My witnesses who advanced the argument that ae atablishinaee of eee aes 8 
a trade with the old country was the proper method by which to solve the export | 
problem. We are given to consider the views of one, Dr. Duncan MoRwenetn 
as those of a man who carries considerable weight. Dr. McEachern has been mana- 
ger of the Waldron ranch since 1883, a veterinary surgeon by profession, and theses ie 
occupied high positions throughout the Dominion of Canada, He was at onetime __ 
; surgeon in Montreal Veterinary college, dean of the faculty of comparative medicine, _ 
McGill university, chief Inspector of stock for the.Dominion of Canada having — 
organized the quarantine system and conducted it for 25 years. Dr. McEachern qq 

4 states that for a number of years he has been greatly interested in the establi he va 
é ment of chilled meat trade but he believes that the difficulties in the wa i ae 
surmountable. The sum total of his lengthy argument is that the capital ae pets? 
would be enormous. Nevertheless, he states if a dressed meat ee ee mt 

established successfully it would be of great benefit to the prod i Te ae 
increase the value of his cattle easily from 25 to 30 per cent y ‘d Ona bis oF | 

that if the government would undertake the enterprise and Dent ‘ th i er io a4 
clear to bringing it to a successful issue it would mean - Of ARSE 

industry of Western Canada on a new basis. 
Undoubtedly there is considerable in fay 

the first place there would be the advantage 
a he in a dressed form which would cost. considera 

eae ‘would do away almost entirely with risk. _ 
condition as a result of the abuse the animal 


cf 


bly less than shipping on foot a 
Our meat would fi se ‘in a brui 
8 are subjected to incident to the lor 
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‘ ‘ 

train haul. If the system were brought into operation it would do away entirely 1 
with the present grievances of the shipper. We are told by some that the chilled tae 
meat sells for as high a price as that which is offered in the fresh form. Others Hog 
tell us that it will sell for from 1 to 2 cents per lb. less. Dr. McEachern states that 7 . oe 
the English people would prefer it infinitely if all the beef we supply from this ea" 
country would come in that chilled form. Rie 
We regret to state that our investigation in this matter has not been suffi- ie 
ciently complete to warrant us making any recommendations. We would respect- “ed 
fully ask your consideration of the advisability of further investigation. + 
We commend it as a subject worthy of investigation in every detail. te + 
Alleged Combine Amongst Buyers. "a 

: One of the duties imposed upon the commissioners was the ascertainment en 
of whether there exists or has existed or is likely to exist any combination in re- <i 
straint of or affecting trade in cattle, sheep, hogs or meat or any or all of them ye 
_ in the province or elsewhere, such as would infringe upon the provisions of the AR 
Criminal Code of Canada, 1892, and amendments thereto. . 


We wish to say that we have probed this matter in every detail and although 
the producers furnished a great deal of circumstantial evidence that there was 
an agreement amongst buyers of cattle in the allotting of districts for operation » 
and that one would not trespass upon the territory of the other, and it was also rd 
intimated that buyers agreed as to prices, but on no occasion have we been able 
to elicit information which would substantiate the charges. Questions pertaining 
to the existence of a combine were asked those charged with implication and without 
exception these men emphatically denied the charge. Mr. Burns states under ye 
oath: \ 

‘““T say there has never been a combine in cattle in the existence of this country 
as far as I know.” 


Excerpt from evidence of J. T. Gordon, Winnipeg: ; ae 

“‘.—Your name is connected with Pat Burns. What are your business . 
relations? 

** \.—We have been accused of this, that we sent Pat Burns out. He is a f 


bigger man than any of us. For us doing that, that we were sending him out to 
get the export cattle is absolutely untrue. There is no more connection in the 
business of Pat Burns with any one of the memhers of the firm of Gordon, Ironsides . 
& Fares than there is between the chairman of this commission and me and never rt 
has been.” 

Many of the smaller buyers stated that P. Burns set the price for the animals 
that were used locally. Men who bought in greater numbers and shipped to Cana- 

dian and American points stated that they set their prices by the Winnipeg, Chicago 
and Montreal markets. ‘Those who shipped to the old country stated that they 

- were advised as to prices in the old country and bought accordingly. Mr. Burns, 
who perhaps can not be included in any of these classes, stated: 

“Well, when the market in the old country is high I fix my price by that. 
Q.—But how when the old country market is low? A.—Well, then I fix my price 
according to my own best judgment.” 

When the producer was asked how he set the price on his animal the invariable 
answer was that he had to take what he was offered and that he mostly took the . : 
first offer for fear he should never get another. 

In this connection we would like to mention that although Burns & Co. are 
very extensive buyers of all classes of cattle in this province, of late they have done 
‘no exporting, their export cattle being turned over principally to Gordon & Iron- 
sides, of Winnipeg. We know that Mr. Gordon has selected Mr. Burns’ cattle 
at the shipping point, taking the exports to Winnipeg, while Mr. Burns took the baat 
remainder or butcher’s stuff to Calgary. Some of the producers objected to this 





























method, claiming that it was proof that there was an agreement between the two ; 
companies. We have to say that we are of the opinion that such business is quite 4 
legitimate, in fact we are of the opinion that it is a method which has proved of rie 
direct benefit to the stock raisers of the province in that Mr. Burns when pur- st 
chasing does not cull the bunch as most of the buyers are obliged to do. ei 
For some reason there is a Jack of healthy competition in the buying of cattle ya 

in this province. Almost without exception the producer made the complaint ¥ 
that there was an absolute lack of competition. : a3 
One reason why there are not more buyers in the country is that the exporting . s 
business is an extensive one and as we stated before can only be executed success- > We 
fully by men of exceptional abilitv and possessors of large capital. Ma 
i. Another reason why there is not greater competition in the buying of cattle ee 
is due to the fact that buyers cannot handle with profit the poor class of animals Rete 







- which is offered for sale. If the stock were better bred and better finished we are 


B satisfied that there would be a’ greater demand for it and thus there would be 
| nereased competition. 
ray ae 7 
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Stock Yards. a 

. The stock yards. in the following places were visited: Calgary, Moose Jaw :. 

man - and Winnipeg. ., ; 
my We heard little or no complaint against the Calgary yards. The Moose Jaw : 
, yards received a great deal of adverse criticism from both the large and small shippers. - 
Na - . Practically all Alberta cattle which are shipped east are fed at the Moose Jaw yards. q 
pan The C.P.R. have them leased to a private individual who has the exclusive right =, 
to sell hay to shippers. In return for which he is supposed to attend to the yards. gy 

In some cases the shipper is charged $10 a ton and in others $20, and in certain 


cases even more. 4 
Mr. McMullen, the C.P.R. live stock agent, states in his evidence as follows: : 
‘“‘Q.—Is there any limit as to the price he is allowed to charge for hay? A.— 

There is a schedule of prices posted up at the yards. Q.—What is the highest. 

price that can be charged? A.—$20 a ton, at least that is my understanding.” 

In this connection we quote from the evidence of P. Burns, of Calgary7)* 4 aaa 

“Q.—Have you any complaints as to your treatment at Moose Jaw. A. "ius 
S Not particularly, I buy hay there at $10 per ton.” ; 

\ Again we quote from the evidence of C. Knight, of Calgary: 

““(y)You have shipped through Moose Jaw. We have heard a great deal 
of complaint about that. Give the commissioners an idea of your experience — 
there. A.—My experience regarding my accommodation and water was satis-_ 
ey factory. The hay was not satisfactory. Q.—What was the matter? A.—-The 
mae | ‘matter is that the C.P.R. sell you hay in Moose Jaw stock yards at so much a rack- © 

‘ae ful. They do not weigh the hay. Q.—yYou think you did not get just weight? = 

. A.—Well, I want to buy my hay on the scales, but they charged $5 a rack for hay = 

_ an at Moose Jaw and you don’t know how much you are paying for. Q.—Did they 

ever weigh your hay in Moose Jaw? A.—No. Not for me. Q.—You think that — a 

ee they overcharge you? A.—Yes. Of course I always kick about having my hay y 

erin si) weighed. Q.—Do you know what they charge for hay in Moose Jaw a ton. A.— 

oes ' IT was told that it was sold at $20 a ton. Q.—I understand that it was higher. 

ees ~ 9, A.—I know for I had a shipment last week. Q.—I understand it was $25. A.— 

aah! I guess they get $30 when they can. I gave the C.P.R. a cheque for $34 for 34 

Aca bales of hay,I figured that the bales would weigh about 60 lbs. each. That would 

it be $34 for about 2,040 lbs. I figured that I was paying at the rate of about $34 — “tn 

" a ton. I insisted upon them weighing the hay but they said if I did not like it . 

Rai! I could do without the hay.” Hime 

: We could quote from the evidence of others to show that the small shippers 
suffer an injustice in the buying of hay, but there is sufficient in the above excerpts 
to explain matters fully. This is indeed a great injustice. Besides this the hay i 
is of poor quality; the yards are poorly kept and things are in an unsatisfactory 
condition generally. We were asked by a C.P.R. official in Winnipeg to inspect 
_ the yards and report to him, and if in the report:we condemned them they would 
be taken over again and managed by the C.P.R. Co. We may say that we have 
advised the company of the condition of affairs and we believe that matters will 
be remedied. We would further advise that all the stock yards be taken over 
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by the company. - < 
Be. ve Reference to Winnipeg yards will be made in a treatment of Manitoba con- 
“(he Sone itions. 


mee Shrinkages. 


instances in the evidence where men have driven cattle a h i ey 
; undred mil have — 
Bo. | then had them subjected to a 5 per cent. shrink. In other cases ee |, ee 
0 . wae starved 12 and 15 hours men have been charged the same 5 per cent. shank: 
ra en the producer is asked why he stands for such treatment his answer is: We’ si 
2 eee in Sade: the ag ati We must accept what we are offered or 
‘ r this reason he asserts that there is no iti nest 
| Rebettad Sat sne enol ett iting an pee AN 
Be. ive reason why this unreasonable shrinkage was charged..thev maintained 
that it was a mere matter of business between themselves oe ee ined 

erty are east pace ihe shrinkage system is abused and is used by the b 

mere cloak to make the producer believe that he is receivi any 

per pound than he really is. Let us consider what a 5 per pee ties 
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in. any single trainload of cattle. On a 1,200 lb. animal it means 60 lbs. off and on | ye 


20 animals in a car it means 1,200 Ibs. off or one animal per car; thus, if we have 20 
cars in a trainload, it means 24,000 lbs., which at 5e per pound means $1,200 in 
one train load, indeed a very fair profit in the shrinkage business alone. 

The shrinkage system in our opinion is simply robbery and an imposition 
on the producer of cattle in this country. 





Brand Inspections. 


The system of brand inspection is on the poorest possible basis. Certain a 
men designate it as a ‘‘dead letter,’ others as a ‘‘nuisance,” and there was scarcely ; is 
one instance where a man was satisfied with the systems now in vogue. In many oe 
cases the evidence goes to show that the brand inspector would sit in his office ye. 
and ask the shipper for a list of brands without ever seeing the cattle that were a 


shipped. In the majority of cases the brand inspectors at present engaged are . 
-not competent men, not being able to decipher the plainest brand. ‘The system 
is not only worthless from a protective standpoint but it is an injustice to shippers. 
The shipper is frequently subjected to the annoyance of having to search for the 
inspector when something more important should be occupying his time. He 
_ also has to pay the sum of 5 per cent. per head for services which are of absolutely 
no value or protection to him. On examining some of the brand inspectors we found, 
that on certain occasions they had to pay out in the neighbourhood of $2 forexpenses 
in order to inspect a few cattle when the amount actually received for their services 
was not a dollar. It is not reasonable to expect then that we can secure com- 
petent men under such a system. 
As a result of such loose inspection Mr. Patterson, the brand inspector em- 


Yee 
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ing 
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'_ ployed by the Western Stock Growers’ Association and stationed at Winnipeg, was * y. 
enabled last year to detect no less than 175 stray cattle in the season’s shipments; et. 
cattle which otherwise would have been a complete loss to the owners. Just here ‘7 


we might state that a number of people suggested that Mr. Patterson should be 
paid by the provincial government. as he inspected all Alberta cattle going into 
Winnipeg stock yards, whether belonging to members of the association or not. . 
When Mr. Patterson was informed of this in Winnipeg he stated emphatically oo 
that he would not work for any government. We are of the opinion, however, that 
the government grant to the association should be sufficiently large to pay Mr. 
Pattersoni’s salary. 

As a remedy for the present system of brand inspection, your commissioners 
beg to recommend that brand inspectors in this province be dispensed with abso- 
lutely, that the shipper be asked to furnish the transportation company with an 
affidavit as to the number of animals in his shipment, together with the sex and 
brand, and that the owner or his agent furnish an affidavit of a similar nature, 
and that it be illegal to ship stray animals unless it can be proven that the 
shipper had authority from the owner of the animal to do so. In order to facilitate 
matters for shippers we would further recommend that station agents be made 
commissioners to take affidavits. With Mr. Patterson in Winnipeg as a safeguard, 
and indirectly paid by the government, the people of the province would be abso- 


lutely protected and all inconvenience and unnecessary expense would be done ~ . a 

| ‘away with. ; . a 
Hide Inspection. | pe 
The hide inspection law as it is at present is not serving any important purpose. ms. Re 

However, we are unable to suggest anything that will meet the conditions. We ree Fe 

would recommend that the present law be more rigidly enforced. my 


FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 


Sheep Industry. 


1. That the government undertake sheep feeding experiments in connection 


with cattle feeding experiments. 
BS! _ 2. That the government bring in an importation of pure-bred sheep and dis- 


tribute them in small lots throughout the Province. its 
Pork Indusjry. . ne ; 


a hides 3. That the government assist in the erection of one pork-packing plant to 
be located between Calgary and Edmonton, and that they take over the entire 
, i 


management of the concern. 
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‘ se Beef Industry. 
a é 4. That the government establish three cattle feeding experiment stations, 4) 
oe. distributing them properly throughout the province and conduct such experiments 


as will demonstrate the feasibility of the cattle-feeding business. 

5. That we do not deem it wise that the government take any active steps 
in the matter of a canning plant until the two plants now in the course of erection 
are.in operation and results therefrom determined. } 

“6. That we do not find any combine in restraint of trade in the retail butchers’ 


trade. 
i 7. That legislation be enacted which will protect dumb animals from un- : 
< necessary cruelty in the slaughterhouse, and that it be made compulsory for all 


iF animals to be shot in the head. : 

8. That the Railway Commission be asked to compel the C.P.R. Company 
to run a weekly scheduled stock train, this train to have right of way after pas- 
senger trains: That its rate of speed be at least twenty miles an hour, not includ- 
ing the time cattle are unloaded for feeding. 

9. That it be made compulsory for the shipper to unload his cattle once every 
42 hours, and further that it be made unlawful for any company to carry stock 

“Wal longer than 42 hours without seeing that it is unloaded. 
? 10. That all complaints against the C.P.R. be taken up with the Railway 
Commission, and, further, that copies of the excerpts from the evidence which 
have been forwarded to the C.P.R. offices in Winnipeg be forwarded to the Rail- 
way Commission, and that they be asked to remedy the several grievances which 
My are herein set forth. — 
Ba, 11. That the time which cattle may be held in the old country before slaughter- 
é ing be increased to one month. 

_ 12. That the government appoint a live stock commissioner, whose chief 

business it would be to attend to the marketing of Alberta export cattle, and that 
' he be paid a regular salary by the government, and that the government impose 
as Dp a uniform tax on all shippers according to the number of animals shipped by the 
Fe | said commissioner. . 

; ; 13. That our vestigation into the chilled meat trade has not been sufficient 
mas to warrant us making any recommendations and that we respectfully ask your 
consideration upon the advisability of further investigation into this matter. 

14. That we have not found that there exists or has existed any combination 
in restraint of or affecting trade in cattle, sheep, hogs or any meats or any or all fa 
of them in the province or elsewhere such as would infringe upon the provisions 4 
of the Criminal Code of Canada. 

_ 15. That stock yards are not conducted in a systematic manner, and we 
would therefore recommend that all stock yards be managed by the railway com- 
panies. 

16. That cattle should be bought and sold without shrink. 

i sa 17. That the brand inspection system now in vogue is worthless, and we 

. therefore recommend that all brand inspectors be dispensed with, and that the 

shipper of stock be asked to furnish the transportation company with an affidavit 

as to the number of animals in his shipment, together or with the set and brand 

and that the owner or his agent furnish an affidavit of a similar nature unless it 

can be proven that the shipper had authority from the owner of the animal to do so. 
18. That the present hide inspection law be most rigidly enforced. ey an 


ris) 


CONCLUSION. | a 


We regret to have to state that there were many questions in connection with. 
the meat trade which should have been investigated at points further east and 2 
in the old country. A knowledge of conditions in Montreal, the difficulty of se- a 
curing space, the marking and sorting of cattle, a knowledge of conditions on the 
ocean voyage, treatment of stock in the old country, killing and marketing, com- 


parison of in stock a ae sent from other countries and various other prob- | 

lems are all matters which would have aided us very 1 i ; Ee ae 
: nateriall : 

finding. y y in arriving at a a 










As it is we believe that we have been obliged to stop at the place where in- © 
vestigation was the most necessary. Had we been able to trace the Alberta steer 
from the range right to the consumer in the old country and at the same time in- 
vestigate. in thorough detail the chilled meat system and familiarize ourselves 
with various questions, the details of which we are largely ignorant, we would- -a8 
have been able to arrive at a finding sufficiently superior to the one now com leted: wt ge 
as to much more than justify the additional expenditure. P 2 git es 
All of which is respectfully submitted. Bey 


(Signed) Apx, MippiEron, 
‘ Chairman. — 
(Signed) Arex. M. Campseri. ‘3 
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WEATHER CONDITIONS AND STATISTICS. 


The supervision of the voluntary meteorological service in the 
province started by the Territorial Department has been continued 
under the direction of the Dominion Meteorological Office at Toronto. 
During the year a number of new observers were appointed and the 
following is a complete list of all stations in operation in 1907: 


METEOROLOGICAL STATIONS IN OPERATION, 1907. 











STATION Lati- | Longi- | Alti- OBSERVER 
tude_| tude — | tude ; 
ce) O° 
RIT Re We ie ck s 52.24 | 113 10 | 2870 |A. A. Wright. f 
i eas: A Sera 51 10 | 115 34 | 4542 |N. B. Sanson. ; 
1 MEV eh 106 AA ie bee a 52 24 | 113 47 | 2876 |G.’L. Gregson. ys 
Bon Accord... pee boson L324) |7 2100) John Schofield: “s 
Bardo. . ee noel eel ieee we sie Ato. JOVRING. 
Beaver Hills W......... [53° 43° | 113 2 Clement Hoyler: eae 
JES Se a ee Be ed eg yg: 22 WN Bs a3 Henry Nagel. . 
Bruederheim............ 53 48 | 112 55 | .... |Chas. A. Albrecht. eat 
Diver wake. 4:04. s 2. |oo 4 | 113-07) 2860° |E. C. Roper. Zi 
ACES gh ae ee Be 51 2°'| 114” 2 | 3389 |Miss M. Bradin. Kx 
ardegors 2h” 49 12 | 113 18 | .... |Martin Woolf. om 
“OYA Slee a ie, cea a are 49. O4 111 57 N. R. Oliver. a: 
over Bar errr. 2 oe): 53 37}. 113 23 James Drysdale. pa 
Gonjuring Creeky 2’. =| 53 12 | 113 474 .... |J. A. Sangster. is 
Didsvury.. .. oss a. Dk 40/1 71144 8) | 8300°1C..8. Peterson: “i 
INVER AE ee ate a 55:56: |..118'35 7 1302 |F.. J: H- Bedson. ‘- 
IOFOTO Rte yt et. toe. y See Oo-a\P od 6 AOLINIXON, + ee 
Edmonton. . Pe eoorese lio oO shoo <|\tteow Y OUNZ. — ‘> 
Fort Vermilion. . 58 27 | 116 3] 950 |Rey. A. S. White. = 
Gray Hill.. iu. ef 02019 nldo co (2705 [Robert Gray. 2 
Gleichen................| 50 59 | 112 54 | 2952 |Rev. Canon Stocken. ey, 
assy, PinkGe a A bees 49 50 | 111 18 | 2652 |D. K. Shawsen. ay 
INSC OWE ome ust. 52 14 | 113 29 | 2940 {R. E. Fiske. 
Fee iver oo. 50 35 | 113 53 | 3394 |Louis M. Roberts. | 
Heathen Brae: .).% 56). : 52 561112 40 | .... |A. W. Fleming. € 
Pe ee ipa Meld, 32 iow dd Re Giles: ; 
WGralits foots es ok. 52 2] 113 56 | 3087 |Henry George. 3 
Josephsburg............ 49 45°} 114 16 | .... |James Robinson. A 
Jumping Pound.. SL 25 Wilkos"... 220 |Ceel EK. Byron. a 
Komeelnlieg ee: 51 31 | 113 22 | 2800 |Alex. Wyndham. “Ny 
Kimball. . AD 2d} ot Wl aet hen DD. Maltery. “y 
Lawrence. . Pee TN ot) LOM Liat 20 fey As LD). pleacham i me 
+ as Lethbridge. . “epildls a 49 42 | 112 51 | 3240 |C. B. Bowman, “ft 
\ 1 Soh ae ad a ee -§2 28 | 113 44 } 2788 |C. HE. Craig. R 
Ber COLE: (2) 00 os vis.0.) onl S228 ah Loves Nai oee lta. Crow. Bee ( 
VERS TRG 11 OR SR a 49 52 | 113 31 | 3263 |Andrew Russell. e. 
eMedicine’ Hat: ). 0... 50 1 | 110 37 | 2161 !Walter Crosskill. ahs 
Macleod. . Pestiog 49 44 | 113 24 | 3090 |Officer Commanding, R.N.W.M.P. ae 
_ Macleod Q).. 49 44 | 1138 24] .... |N. J. Stapleton. ae j 
* Magrath. . eta 1240) 26 te hleeoe er ooler (W.. J. opin. mee i 
Mermntayton ee 51 51 \2118145 [..o. JA. M. Bauman. J 
bye PP OUIO NUL Te. 8 o's atiie Cis ® 63.49 jell3 39.) 2. O. N. Lavalle. x) 
eaegolks: "| ya. a. | 700-48) ).118 169.) 8... Henry R. Harper. ae 
fe) Pincher Creek:...... . Fa le4Oe SOP Ona WwarOU, [ree Wen Gal > : : ae 
eo. Pakan (Victoria)..:.....| 54 .0.| 112 31|.... |Gordon A.Mitchell. _ ny’ 
' ‘+ Peace River Crossing.....| 56 15 | 117 15.|..... |H. A. George. — , ‘a 
Bewrekigkd 0 be. Per ah. 50 26 | 114 14 | 3394 |F. R. Pike. ee 
Ree Porigka i? Peirce os 52 40 | 113 34 | 2633 |John Hagemann. aad 
prune wed Willow, 060)05.0. 0462.27: | 112 930) je... |Mrs. WS. Fulton, ~, Mie 
ys Bhaftesbury..... 0.0.) ee ee Miss L. Millen. | alle 
Pe Oni iay o>. Ree: 53 54 | 114 15- Geo. K. Cottman. ‘ade 
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METEOROLOGICAL STATIONS IN OPERATION, 1907—Continued. _ j BA 








nnn 
STATION Lati- | Longi- | Alti- OBSERVER os “3 
tude tude | tude ae 





Sine ot es AO SIM ht 2 B2 op 2 es, Brandley. 
. Saddle! Lakes 2 fis hau... Bae Oa 44 Ww Cano, eo 
MET an oe matiea eevee 51. 0| 113 07] ..... [Westlake Bros. ¥ 
an Three Hills Creek........ 51 30 |. 113 11 | 3190 |W. E. Cutler. nad 
Bree Nits Wermilione (20. 6 io... 3021 | 110 ble ice Nhe a be nive ay 
Bes \ Wetaskiwin.............| 52 58 | 113 23 | 2480 |J. H. Walker. _ eee 
ei. WVauehel ds: vem eluate “53 29 | 111 38 | 2000 |Thomas B. Waite. 

AVY Aberin eda rey dey 53 29 | 114 25 | .... |John C. Haddock. 1 











aR MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW, 1907. 


a JaANUARY.—The weather of January was very cold and stormy; high winds By: 
were of frequent occurrence. The snowfall was in many localities in,excess of the +a 
average, and the negative departure of, the temperature from the average was_ * 
phenomenal. Railway traffic was greatly impeded owing to drift, and much loss 4 
of cattle was occasioned by the extreme cold.. “3 
ae Calgary.—January weather was intensely cold throughout,—the' coldest for 
: twenty years; much suffering amongst cattle and heavy losses reported. . 
Bea | Nate Edmonton.—A month of severe, cold weather; threshing operations entirely 
ee suspended. Strong wind on 23rd and 25th; drifting roads; stock in good order; 
yt feed plentiful; ninety-eight hours of bright sunshine. 

Medicine Hat.—Severe and continued cold weather during January, with 
occasional very low temperatures; considerable loss in range cattle is expected. 


FEBRUARY.—This month opened with high winds, snow and drift, and for five 
days the weather was extremely cold, On the 6th it began to moderate and by 
the 7th milder conditions were general which continued until the 18th. During ~ 
the last ten days there were two cold waves from the north which were fairly severe, — 
the two being separated by mild weather during the 22nd and 23rd. ‘7 Hitty 

Edmonion.—Month fine and bright, one hundred and thirty-three hours of 
Bret bright sunshine, only eleven days zero weather; stock in good order, feed plentiful. == 
Oh a Medicine Hat.—¥ine mild weather after 4th, lasting through the month, very 
Be beneficial to ranges; stock losses not so heavy as anticipated. cate 
Beas Calgary.—The first four days of February were intenseiy cold, after which the 
‘eae weather was very mild, bright and warm. é. 

. | 
| Marcu.—The weather of March was unseasonably cold. parca 
Bre Calgary.—March weather, although often fine and bright was cold throughout. | 
aes The snowfall was considerable but there was very little snow left at the close of - | 
et the month. ean 
ee Edmonton.—One hundred and eighty-four hours of bright sunshine; very little 
Bhs; thaw; snow in woods deep; rivers and lakes solid; no summer birds. — 1 . 
e _ _ Medicine Hat.—Weather of March generally fine and dry with cold northerly  — 
aa winds, frost not out of ground sufficiently for plowing; range conditions good. aM 


me _Aprit.—The weather of April was unusually cold and backward, the precipi- 4 
PS tation which ‘occurred being chiefly as snow. Under the existing conditions 
Baths or farming operations were practically at a standstill and the month closed with 4 
ae wintry weather still prevailing. : ie 
sagt 3 : Hdmonton.—Raw cold month, no ploughing or seeding, very little growth 
ae . of any kind; lakes all solid ice, ice ran out in river on the 24th, geese seen on the 20th 
rooks and robins on the 2ist; frogs the 22nd; two hundred and twenty-one hours __ 
of eae Peeper age ant winds from the north-west. ari Cv tee a 
. algary.— Weather cold and disagreeable all month: spring work | a 
Be ward, being a full month behind; late winter wheat in fir Sear ne ee 
/ at this time of year. 
Medicine Hat.—Cold dry weather during April; 
Daliag nights keeping grass back; not much seeding done. 














May.—Cold weather with a very general deficiency in tl ipi- 
tation was the feature of the weather of May. However, noveithei nit ie aaa 
% unfavourable conditions, reports indicate that crop prospects were very fair. oY % 

4 _ _ Edmonton.—The weather of May was unusually cold with frost nearly every 
. night. Seeding nearly finished. Grain coming on very quickly; trees beginni 


to leaf-out; grass good; rise in river not as high as usual; sloughs dry for season. 
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Calgary.—The weather was cold and disagreeable. Vegetation very slow 
and gardens backward; fall wheat in fine condition. | . 

Medicine Hat.—Cold with dry northerly winds to 20th, light rains and higher 
temperature following. Crops looked well and grew rapidly. 


June.—The weather in June was quite seasonable and most favourable for 
growth. All kinds of grain crops doing well; stock in fine shape. 

Edmonton.—Good growing month; grass and grain fully as well advanced 
as last year; vegetables backward but coming on fast; the Saskatchewan rose 
suddenly twelve feet on 14th, carrying away over one hundred thousand saw logs; 
it subsided quickly; several slight thunderstorms, but no very heavy storms. 

Calgary.—June was warm and showery and growth was very rapid; crops all 
looked excellent. 

Medicine Hat.—¥Fine and warm weather with good rainfall during June; 
grass and grain crops grew fast. ) 


JuLy.—The amount of precipitation recorded in July was less than the average. 
Temperatures did not differ from the normal. 

' Edmonton.—With 295 hours of bright sunshine and a sufficiency of moisture 
fine growth has been very rapid; all grains are heading out, fall wheat has done 
well and will soon be ready to cut; hay is a good crop, also roots and vegetables; 
native fruits of all kinds very plentiful; Saskatchewan river still high but small 
creeks are falling. . 

Medicine Hat.—Dry, warm weather during July; very light rainfall; some 
districts report grain crops in need of rain; grass plentiful. 
Calgary.—July a good month; light thunderstorms frequent; grain crops and 


gardens doing well; prospects for a splendid yield. 


Aucust.—Rain fell frequently during the month and in nearly all localities 
in large quantities, cool conditions also often obtained, and on one or two occasions 
light local frosts were recorded. ; 

Edmonton.—220 hours of bright sunshine during the month and some very 
heavy showers of rain, frost on one or two nights, one degree on the 19th, just 
freezing on the 31st; damage to crops very light, tender vegetables and flowers 
unhurt. Some fall wheat and barley cut. Roots of all kinds are heavy crop, 
considerable amount of hay spoiled by rain. 

Calgary.—August was cool and wet throughout, no frost to damage anything; 
winter wheat harvested and partly threshed, magnificent crop; the cool, wet weather 
has been greatly against the spring crops but they are now ripening; roots and 
vegetables fine. hay 

Medicine Hat.—Moderately warm weather during August, a few cold nights, 


‘no frost, hay harvest nearly finished, grain ripening fast. ’ 


SppremBer.—The weather of September was not particularly fine. It was 
nearly everywhere much cooler than usual and frosts at night were often experienced. 
There was also a deficiency of sunshine and on one or two occasions snowstorms 
were locally recorded; however, considering the general weather conditions pre- 
vailing, the harvest, although below that of preceding years, is reported to be 
fairly good. 

_ “Edmonton.—170 hours of bright sunshine; 5 degrees of frost on the 18th, 7 
on the 28th; reports as to damage to crops conflicting, half of the crop probably 
harvested safe and half of the remainder slightly, and the balance badly frozen; 
root crops good; many varieties of flowers still in fine bloom, river high for the time 


of year; two slight falls of snow. 


Calgary.—September weather was cool and mostly wet; very little damage 
done by the snowstorms; crops very good and mostly harvested. 
@ Medicine Hat.—Weather generally fine during September; a few cold days 


with light rains; harvest about finished; crops a little below average. 


Ocroner.—The weather of October was remarkably fine in all localities. 
Edmonton.—A month of beautiful weather, two hundred and six hours of 
bright sunshine, very little rain or wind. Threshers busy, oats turning out fairly 


well; rivers low, trails never were better. 7 : 
Calgary.—October has been a most delightful month, warm and bright, no 


precipitation except on the first day, strong winds during the last week. 


NovemBer.—November was a fine open month with practically no precipita- 
tion. 


_ _Edmonton.—November has been a month of exceptionally good weather, 
- 103 hours of bright sunshine, no snow and nominal rainfall, no severe frosts, no 
bad storms; Saskatchewan River set fast on the 21st; threshers busy, considerable — 
feed oats coming to market but not much wheat. 
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‘chine —November has been bree and pleasant, two slight snowflurries. ft 
being the only moisture; very high southwesterly winds were frequent. eo she 
Medicine Hat.—Continued mild and open weather during N ovember; no 


§, ‘a ‘ts 


storms or low temperatures; very favourable for the fall Plawine: rae Ae, 

Drcrmper.—The weather of the month was unusagy, mild with very y few oe 
strong winds and a marked absence of snowfalls. 

Edmonton.—December a very fine month; 71 hours of eee sunshine; ter0 | 
temperatures on four nights only, lowest 18 ‘below; just enough snow to “make | Ss 
good sleighing but not enough for lumbering. Cattle still able to Teee out in the | 
day time, no high winds. 

Calgary.—A delightful month, bright and bracing. The mercury aie 4 
below zero on three times only; snowfall very light; building operations still being ies % 
carried on briskly. ise, 

Medicine H a —The weather during December was notably fine with moderate 
Buceinorst yee and a light snowfall. Just what was wanted for the stock rangers. iB . 
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HAIL INSURANCE, 1907. ; | 


The policy of insuring crops against hail as inaugurated by the 2 s \ 
y Territorial Government in accordance with the provisions of The vate) 

_ Hail Insurance Ordinance, has been continued, and the Treasury ee 
Department, under whose jurisdiction the Ordinance comes, has ee 
kindly furnished the following statement with reference to the amount } ae 
of crop insured: — 7 | ey 

' : 2 ee 
Number of contracts....... Need cee site a dak kek 2,934 , . Be 
Number of claims for Te As STAVE We ea 300 ay a 
Acreage Insured. 1a ‘ * 
5 ih ee RAD NF SR RRC TENA ek , 41,180 e 
Oats... we pms “bk aes hs menet cases (Shais CAME cn ck he 89,233 Sag 
; PIRI Pe) Tod RSI AT GTS 25,498 ; 
: He ivame ete yet at Sole ed | 988 i 
t Se OIE EEA Nes RAY 2 Ae ere ae a 137 ty ate 
| r 3 Total enc Pey eee Miia Mn Da Got f 157,036 . a 
Bey | _ Acreage fully insured.......... (aete Se e 137,997 
z. Acreage partly insured....... ah AS eet get 19,039 an 
PE ai eraRa a rel js, Me Al 157,036 | ei 
i Amount paid for premiums at rate of 15 cts. 
a : DOr ACLOc eset s sere Dir oaks adage $22,241 . 37 
ina Snagoinity palsies os teh a ee, 29,734. 86 fer. 
| : Expenses. | ; 
Clerical Gervitce eh at ahh meets 8 $638.75 é! : 
S ; PLATS, POR’ Catde, eC a. s,s. Th, 193.75 ¥ 
Pas ‘Govermment examiners’ <A 02% Joe ey py: 1,420.80 Lae ye <g ; 
ocahexamiitterg ae ea eat ke tre Pe 271.21 "tae 
| $2,524.51 ae 
) ———— et 
\ Estimated acreage under crop.............. 700,000 pe ae 
Approximate proportion of total acreage we 
aid under crop insured. ...... Ni eae Sere 4.4 aS 
Approximate average indemnity paid per ' oot 
\ aere’acreage damaged). ....-5...,.... 1.624 Pi 
Bitter > Number of acres damdged................. 18,290 . aad 
Oe 5M Percentage of insured acreage damaged..... 8 1/7 ae 
: (ae 
it CROP STATISTICS. ) es: 
--__, Following one of the longest and most severe winters on record ie 
- eame a very late spring. The general condition of the soil was good, ae 
ut and after a heavy snowfall there was abundant moisture in the ee 


ground, but spring plowing and seeding operations were, generally 
speaking, two weeks to a month late. There was plenty of rain and — mS 
enough sunshine, and the crops by July were in good condition, | rs. 
but still a fortnight to a month late. With good weather through 
> August and September, the prospect was not unfavourable. In 
| August, however, there were several severe frosts and the month 
yay throughout was rather cold; and in September considerable damage 
was done by wind, rain and snow; so much so that in many places 
| fields of grain were laid flat dnd some were left uncut. In the nor- | fl 
i, _thern part of the province the grain in many places was too much pars 
damaged for use as seed. In the southern part, however, the snow 


j Koi ey j f i 














+ Bele if i a ie —ee Pee ee ee Oe, ‘er * . . ah 4° > fh ‘ si + 48" eee 

As Rag 8 ALO a her 2 SNR Tt ean cae eee eB. 
ae 7 4 © A ay ie # % 3 non +e ; 2's f . c 
eg WES a d f y 2% a’ 7") * C - 


\ 


08 ) DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


soon disappeared, the grain rose and was harvested in good con- 
dition and with only a small percentage of loss. 


| Wee 
In almost every report where fall wheat is mentioned, it has been 
shown that when sown early in the season, such as the latter part 


of July or in August, it has proved to be stronger and has stood 


the severity of the winter much better than did the wheat sown in 
the months of September or October. | 

Unlike the year 1906 there was no damage done by cutworms 
and in all the reports received by the Department no mention was 
made of these insects having been prevalent in any part of the 
province. 

Owing to the amount of grain frozen in the northern part of 
the province it would appear likely that it will be necessary to assist 
the farmers to get good seed for the coming year. 

An increase of 136 crop correspondents over the crops of 1906, 
which numbered 527, has helped the department to secure very 
accurate reports with regard to the general agricultural conditions 


in the province., The crop correspondents make returns on a per- ~ 
centage basis of the increase in acreage brought under cultivation 


to any crop and also of the estimated yield. Based upon these returns 
two estimates were issued during the latter part of the year giving 
prospective yields. 

The actual yields of grain are obtained from the threshers, 
each one being supplied with a blank book in which to enter the 
amounts of the various grains threshed by him for the individual 
farmer. In 1906 there were 531 threshers who made returns to 
the department. At the present time there are 630, an increase 
over 1906 of 99. The returns from these threshers form the basis 
of the final crop report giving the actual yield of grain in the province. 


‘ 
CROP DISTRICTS. 


District No. 1.—Area 2,872 square miles. Cardston District. Includes 
country adjacent to the line of the St. Mary River Railway from Magrath to Card- 


_ ston’and to the Alberta Railway and Irrigation Co.’s line from Tyrell’s Lake to 


Coutts. 

District No. 2.—Area 5,220 square miles. Claresholm, Macleod, Stavely 
and Pincher Creek District. Includes country adjacent to the Crow’s Nest Branch 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway from St. Mary’s westward to the Rocky. Mountains 
and to the Macleod Branch from Macleod north to Township 14. aaa 

District No. 3.—Area 4,878 square miles. Lethbridge, Raymond and Stirling 
District. Includes country adjacent to the Crew’s Nest Branch of the Canadian 


Pacific Railway from Bow Island westward to St. Mary. Mostly ranching country, — 


District .No. 4.—Area 4,284 square miles. DeWinton, High River, Nanton 
and Okotoks District. Includes country adjacent to the Macleod Branch of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway. from Midnapore south to Townships 15. 


District No. 5.—Area 9,268 square miles. Cochrane, Calgary, Crossfield and 
Gleichen District. Includes country adjacent to the main line Of the CEumeinn 
Pacific Railway from Langevin westward to the Rocky Mountains. 


District No. 6.—Area 13,680 square miles. Medicine Hat District. Includes 
country adjacent to the main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway from Walsh 


to Langevin and extending northward to Townships 38. Almost entirely ranching 


country. 
District No. 7.—Area 6,822 square miles. Carstairs, Didsbury and Olds 


District. Includes country adjacent to the Edmonton Branch of the Canadian i 


Pacific Railway from Crossfield to Bowden, extending eastward to Range 1/1 

of the fourth meridian, and westward to the Pee Moneta: an 
District No. 8.—Area 4,709 square miles. Bowden and Innisfai] Distric 

Includes country adjacent to the Edmonton Branch of the Conan PR aee ee 

way from Bowden to Penhold. 


District No. 9.—Area 2,917 square miles. Red Deer District. Includes 


Penhold to Blackfalds. 





iat 


country adjacent to the Edmonton Branch of the Canadian Pacific Railway from — 








District No. 10.—Area 2,412 square miles. Lacombe District. Includes 
country adjacent to the Edmonton Branch of the Canadian Pacific Railway from 
Blackfalds to Morningside and to the Lacombe Branch from Lacombe to Stettler. 

District No. 11.—Area 2,750 square miles. Ponoka District. Includes country 
adjacent to the Edmonton Branch of the Canadian Pacific Railway from Morning- 
side to Hobbema. 3 : 

District No. 12.—Area 2,520 square miles. Wetaskiwin District. Includes 
_ country adjacent to the Edmonton Branch of the Canadian lacifie Railway from 
Hobbema to Millet and to the Wetaskiwin Branch from Wetaskiwin to Daysland. 

District No. 13.—Area 8,388 square miles. Vermilion District. Includes 
country adjacent to the Canadian Northern Railway from Chipman to Lloydminster. 
Greater part unsettled. 

District No. 14.—Area 2,250 square miles. Fort Saskatchewan, Leduc and 
Strathcona District. Includes country adjacent to the Edmonton Branch of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway from Millet to Edmonton and to the Canadian Northern 
Railway from Edmonton to Fort Saskatchewan. : 

. District No. 15.—Area 2,808 square miles. St. Albert and Stony Plain District. 
Includes that territory bounded on the south by the North Saskatchewan River, 
on the north by Townships 60; extending eastward to Range 25, west of the fourth 
meridian and westward to Range 5, west of the fifth meridian. 

District No. 16.—Area 5,184 square miles. Victoria District. Includes that 
territory between Townships 55 and 60 inclusive, extending eastward to the fourth 
meridian and westward to Range 24, west of the fourth meridian. 

District No. 17.—Area 172,578 square miles. Peace River, Athabasca and 
Sturgeon District. A vast territory lying in the northern and northwestern. por- 
tion of the Province. As yet but little is known of the agricultural possibilities 
of this district. A few facts are given below with respect to certain settlements 
which, although too vague to be included in the general statistics and not entirely 
relative to crops, are yet of great interest in that they indicate some of the possi- 
bilities of this great tract of territory. The crops reported are also stated to be 
below the average this year in volume and yield. Owing to the great distance 
from any railroad, the market for all the produce of this northern district is at 
present local, but as the several projected railway lines into this district are built, 
the country will undoubtedly become rapidly settled. 

Fort Vermilion (Lat. N. 58 degrees 24 minutes, Long. 116 degrees 0 minutes), 
is about 350 miles north of Edmonton and 100 miles from the northern boundary of 
the Province. The settlement in this district extends about 25 miles along the 
Peace River and is 4 or 5 miles in width. It has about 300 head of horses and 500 
head of cattle owned by sixty farmers and ranchers. In 1905 six or seven thousand 
bushels of wheat were grown and about three thousand bushels of barley. A 
good vegetable crop is also reported. There are four mills, one of which is a large 
roller mill, the other three being small grist mills. Ree av 

Peace River Crossing (near T. 83 R. 21, west 5th meridian). This district, 
which is about 15 miles long and a little more than two miles in width, has about 
150 head of horses and the same number of cattle. The reported crop for 1905 
is about 3,000 bushels of wheat and 1,500 bushels of oats. There are two small 
grist mills. ; ; 

Spirit River.—This district is about 15 miles square and has from 250 to 275 
head of cattle and from 300 to 400 head of horses. The crop in this district totalled 


about 1,000 bushels of wheat and 1,000 bushels of oats, while the vegetable crop ~ 


is also stated to be good. cat aa 
Grand Prairie.—It is reported that in this settlmeent there are about 200 head 
of cattle and a large number of horses. 


Below will be found tables showing the acreage sown to the 
various grains, the yield per acre and the average yield for the past 
three years; following this is a table showing the average yields of 
the leading grains for the past 10 years: 
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115,502 
75,353 
47,411 
59,951 
45,064 
34,890 
30,361 
35,090 
31,348 











83,965 
61,625 
32 174 
8,296 
3,440 


307,093 
335,728 
242,801 
180,698 
162,314 
118,997 
104,533 

77,616 

51,929 

38,964 


54,698 
73,588 
64,830 
61.549 
42,219 
22,201 

_ 13,483 
9,256 
6,655 
8,742 


3,647 
581 
367 
830 
373 









151 
385 
MTs et 178 
112 


591 
1,189 






















Crop area 
Year in acres 


123,935 


6,488 


. ae Total crop area, 1907, 576,821 acres. 
Bas he ry . Total crop area, 1906, 591,614 acres. 

Ta ea an _ Total crop area, 1905, 415,917 acres. 
Bape PLP, Total crop area, 1904, 298,433 acres. 
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‘Summary of the Acreage and ‘Yields of the Leading Grains in Alberta durin, 
ay hak ; last 10 years. 









Total yields in 


bushels 


2,261,610 


2,664,661 


1,617,505 
786,075 
1,118,180 
850,122 
857,714 
583,806 


Mg ee Bi ee 


792,417 


1,932,925. 
1,301,359 
689,019 
152,125 
82,418 


9,247,914 


13,136,913 


9,514,180 
5,609,496 

5,187,511 

3,776,976 

4,253,284 

2,625,581: 
2,189,441 

1,734,197 


1,082,460 
2,157,957 
1,773,914 
1,608,241 
1,077,274 
473,108 
442 381 
234,971 
178,395 
279,826 


50,002 
38,491 
Baa 
5,003 
7,753 
4,476 


3,346 
11,423 
4,419 
2,426 


10,595 
22,462 





Bos: Norr.—All yields shown are from threshers’ measure and not by weigh 
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HARVEST HELP. | I 


The promise of a very abundant crop aroused anxiety in many 
districts as to there being sufficient help available to take off the 
harvest. The department accordingly sent out enquiries in all ha: 
directions to ascertain the amount that would be needed from out- ak 
side points. It was ascertained that something over 2,500 hands 
were wanted. The matter was taken up with the C.P.R. authorities th 
at Winnipeg and arrangements were made to ticket a sufficient number <n 
of harvest hands to Alberta points to ensure a safe harvesting of ay 
the crop. ; | ve 

The method followed is for the harvester to purchase a ticket 
to Winnipeg. When he arrives there he decides where he is going 
to go to and asks for a ticket to that point. Free tickets are given 
on presentation of the identification portion of the going ticket ; 
to Winnipeg to all points as far west as Moose Jaw. This is the Et, 
arrangement that has existed for years. The new arrangement 
for those desirous of going to Alberta was to go to Moose Jaw and 
there purchase a new ticket to the point of destination at a rate of ve 
one cent a mile. On the completion of at least one month’s labour t oe 
a return ticket to Moose Jaw would be given at a rate of one cent 4 
a mile. It was not thought advisable to issue free tickets to Alberta — . Rs 
points from Winnipeg, as then most of the harvesters would have ic 
taken tickets to Alberta as there seems to be a strong desire on the 
part of the average harvester to go as far as he can obtain a ticket 
before looking for work. 


The department also sent a representative to Winnipeg to see 


that the province should get its fair quota of men, also to prevent Saf 
a larger number going to any one point than was necessary to meet gy 
the demand. Through the press it was made widely known that ae 


these arrangements had been made and that the harvest helpers Bi 
would purchase tickets to those stations where help was needed R 
but that farmers would have to make arrangements to secure the 
help they needed. It was suggested that they should: leave their 
names and locations with their nearest railway agent or arrange 
with friends in town to secure and send out to them the help that 
they would need. Mr. K. Forbes Reid was sent to Winnipeg as ‘ 
the representative of the department and was very successful in his ne 
efforts in securing sufficient help. His report is as follows: 


‘In compliance with your instructions I left Edmonton for Winnipeg on ‘ 
August 29th to meet the different harvest excursions from the east and to endeavour 
to procure for points in Alberta an estimated number of twenty-five hundred men. 

““T met the different trains on their arrival and attached to this report you % 
will find a summary of how the help was distributed. I sought to distribute the : 
men as equally as possible, but you will note that some points received many times 
the number asked for, while others only got about half and in some cases none at 


all. This is accounted for by the fact that many of the harvesters wanted to go nk i 
to the larger centres, in fact, had made up their minds to this effect before leaving Sh 
home; others had friends at different points to whom they wished to go, and it is “iia 
only the class having no definite point in view that one can succeed in directing to i 


the smaller places. AWAY (cit ais! 
“Much disappointment was expressed by the provincial immigration officials ; Me 
at Winnipeg at the small number of harvesters who came west this season. Mani- 


toba’s requirements alone were fifteen thousand (15,000), Saskatchewan five thous- ae 
and (5;000) and Alberta twenty-five hundred (2,500). woe). 
“The total number to arrive at Winnipeg was ten thousand eight hundred a 
‘and twenty-two (10,822),—eight hundred (800) of this number being women. Fi 
About one thousand (1,000) were home-seekers and not harvesters, and a number Ka 
taking advantage of the cheap rate were going to work in the coal mines of Southern ag 
Alberta. This left not more than nine thousand (9,000) for the harvest fields +(e i 
of the three provinces. As the subjoined statement, shows some twenty-three \ ae 
| me ‘ 

\ “ut a 
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hundred and seventy-two (2,372) ticketed to Alberta points. It will be eam 
that the province received more than a fair proportion of the number available 
as compared with the number required in the other provinces. I do not take all 
the credit for this, as numbers left the east to locate permanently in Alberta while 
others desired to get as far west as their ticket called for,—namely, Moose Jaw,— 
and the rate from that point being only one (1) cent per mile it cost but a trifle 
to go to any point in Alberta.” 


Harvesters ticketed on different railways’ lines as follows, 
September, 1907: 








SEPTEMBER 
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TUN ea OTIS? Se OM oa Rd 35°) -41)) 1912484 125 
Crow’s Nest Railway............. 253 | 93 1184 | 95 | 77 | 30 | 20 | 30 | 732 
C.P.R. McLeod to Calgary......... 17.| 47 |115 | 23] 23 |.17 | 25.) Jeo 
Cobre Maimblanen cw eae 1200.) GO.) 741 407] 362), 26 | bs ae Spore 
C.P.R. Calgary to Edmonton...... 17 | 33 | 42 | 94 |-37°| 15. | 23") O45 ete 
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2,312 

IRRIGATION. 


In the early part of the summer season the department had 
under consideration the appointment of a competent instructor 
in irrigation to hold meetings throughout the districts served by 
irrigation ditches and to advise with farmers on the best methods 
of using water. Some difficulty was experienced in securing the 
services of a suitable man, but at last Mr. D. E. Harris, Sr., of Card- 
ston, was selected for this purpose. He is thoroughly posted on 
the subject and a capable farmer in this country as well. The follow- 
ing list of meetings was held by him: 


Magrath Wa, Sines eobe esee.y duly 26th and 27th 
Raymond...... RIE: 5 ac: July 29th and 30th. 
PO URDUITAC Vaan Acie ai, ike ds July 31st and August Ist. 
PROC ree he shh Viale gl Yeh 5 2 August 2nd and 3rd. 
beth bridgén wate. . Sibi de: August 5th and 6th. 


Meetings were held the first day and the evening of the second 
day, while the balance of the second day was spent in field work 
at each place demonstrating how water should be handled. In 
his addresses Mr. Harris discussed the principle underlying irrigation 
under the following headings: | 


The Function of Water in Plant Growth. 
Abe ene of Water in the Soil. 
e vantages of Irrigation in Maintaining P 
Moisture Relations in the Soil. aa! 
ps Duty of Water. 
he Preparation of Land for Irrigation (a) L i 
The Method of Applying Water. a 
The Treatment of Land after Irrigation. 





Opportunity was given at the close of each address to ask 


questions and effort made to bring out discussion. Besides the 


meetings arranged for above it was the intention to hold another — 
g, however, to the 


series along the ditch east of Calgary. Owin 
long-drawn-out harvest the idea was abandoned. 
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During the year the first irrigation convention of western Canada 
was held in Calgary in July 17 and 18. This meeting brought a good 
many interested people together and many valuable papers were 
read. The result was the formation of the Western Canada Irri- 
gation Association which, it is hoped, will do much to gather to- 
gether those interested in irrigation in a strong association working 
for the general advancement of irrigation. 


IV.—IMMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION. 


The Federal Government in the pursuance of its vigourous 
immigration policy has placed agents in all countries whence it is 
desirable to draw population to the Dominion. It is unnecessary 
for Alberta to duplicate these since the advantages offered by this 
province are in this way already being widely made known. This 
is evident since not only from older parts of the Dominion, but from 
many points in United States, Great Britain and other lands, enquiries 
have reached the department for detailed information respecting 
the resources, climate and opportunities offered by this province, 
—particularly as regards farm, life. To meet these numerous en- 
quiries it was decided to issue a hand-book of Alberta, setting forth 
its climate, healthfulness, government, educational facilities, fertility 
of the soil, natural resources and general opportunities which could 
be mailed to all those looking to new lands. This was done, and 
in August 15,000 copies were received from the press. So great 
was the demand that at the end of the year the number was prac- 
tically exhausted and the department finds it now necessary to 


issue a second edition. 


An excellent exhibit of the natural resources of the province 
was made by the department at the exhibition at London, Ontario, 
and the Canadian National Exhibition at Toronto, in the fall of 
the year, under the management of Mr. E. L. Richardson, of Calgary, 
assisted by Mr. Frank Peterson, of Noelton, and Mr. D. W. Warner, 
of Edmonton. The grains in sheaf and sack, the grasses and other 
parts of the exhibit were. arranged very artistically and greatly 
admired. In consequence, enquiries for information with regard 
to the province were enormous. As the hand-book was too valuable 
for free distribution to everyone asking for it a register was kept 


at both exhibitions of the names of those who wished literature 


about Alberta and to these the Official Hand-Book was sent. Copies 
of these names were struck off and sent to the boards of trade of 
the province, so that each of these may add any information respect- 
ing the special advantages of their own districts. — iy 
A unique scheme of advertising was adopted instead of giving 
away the hand-book. This was a post card having a photo of the 
exhibit on one side and a short letter on the other descriptive of 
it. The intention was for the visitor to address this card to his 
home folks. The idea caught on and over 30,000 of these cards 


‘were distributed. Examination of the pavilion in which the exhibit 


was placed failed to show that any of these cards had been thrown 
away. The same was true of the grounds generally. Below will 
be found a photo of the exhibit at Toronto and a copy of the reading 
matter on the reverse side of the card. 





al 4a 
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PHOTOGRAVURE OF THE PROVINCIAL EXHIBIT AT THE CANADIAN NATIONAL 
EXHIBITION AT TORONTO. 
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After/the close of the London Fair the above exhibit was shipped 
back to Calgary, and there under the direction of Mr. E. L. Richard- 
son is being enlarged and completed for use at the 


. . . ' i D . . 
Exhibition at that point in 1908. Mee 
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V.—MUSEUM. 


Alberta is particularly rich in those things which go to make a 
general museum, and an effort should be made in the early years 
of the province to secure those relics which link the present with 
the past. They are being picked up continuously by curio hunters 
_and by agents of the leading American museums. Each year reduces 
the opportunity for obtaining these things once a museum is started 
here. This is only one aspect of the situation, however, with the 
steady increase in settlement wild animals are killed, driven from 
their natural haunts and are liable at any time to be exterminated, 
thus rendering it much more difficult and expensive if not almost 
impossible to obtain fine specimens for museum purposes. The same 
applies to the wild birds for their nests are robbed, the birds themselves 
shot and killed, and their natural breeding grounds destroyed by 
the incoming settler. What has been said about animals and birds 
is equally true with regard to the varieties of fish to be found in 
the waters of the numerous lakes throughout the province. 

_ Early in the year it was brought to the attention of the depart- 
ment that the Department of Marine and Fisheries at Ottawa was 
desirous of co-operating with the province in making a duplicate 
collection of the varieties of fish inhabiting the waters of the lakes 
of Alberta. As no attempt had hitherto been made to ascertain 
the number, variety, or any other particulars about the fish life 
abounding in the lakes of the province, and as it would also present 
excellent opportunity for obtaining a collection for a future museum, 
it was decided to co-operate with the Federal authorities in this work. 
Arrangements accordingly were made and later in the year Mr. 
Andrew Halkett, naturalist and curator of the Fisheries Museum, 
Ottawa, spent a month in the province collecting fish and observing 
bird and animal life. Owing to the fact that there are at least one 
hundred lakes worthy of examination it was deemed advisable to 
make collections from only a few of the more accessible ones near 
Edmonton. The following is the report made by Mr. Halkett on 
his work: 


Report orf THE NATURALIST AND CURATOR OF THE FISHERIES MUSEUM ON ALBERTA 
LAKES. 


In accordance with a letter received from the Deputy Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries directing me to make a collection of fishes indigenous to the Provinces 
of Alberta and Saskatchewan the following is a report in so far as the collecting 
in the Province of Alberta is concerned: 

Before starting to collect I first of all took a general survey of the field, and 
realizing the vastness of the area determined that the most practical way of gaining 
some knowledge of what the waters of the two new provinces contained was to 
select certain local: districts and as thoroughly as possible work those over for the 
season, leaving it to the discretion of the department whether or not the work 
should be subsequently followed up. For Alberta, Beaver, Hastings and Cooking 
lakes were therefore selected, and as thoroughly as possible worked over with the 
result that a nucleus collection of the fishes inhabiting them was made. This 
collection was securely soldered up in one of the copper Agassiz collecting tanks, 
and stored in the temporary Provincial Government buildings at Edmonton, until 
suitable quarters are available for placing it on permanent exhibition. It may 
be here said that the above mentioned lakes are situated to the east of the city of 
Edmonton, whilst those of the valley of the Qu’Appelle, where the collection we 
Saskatchewan was made, are considerably further south and east. It ee 
advisable to select the districts of the two provinces well apart from each shes 
as to altitude and longitude so that a comparison of the fishes found to indwell 
the waters of the two might be made, and when this was done certain were found 
to be indigenous to both localities,—an indirect evidence that such kinds had a 


wide distribution over both provinces. 


af 
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At the same time the aforesaid lakes did not prove to be so rich in species as 
did those of the Qu’Appelle valley. This does not mean that when the fishes of the 
province as a whole are known that they will not prove to be equally rich in species. 
Indeed the physical features of Alberta being far more varied than are those of 
Saskatchewan the implication is that, when the fishes indwelling the streams and — 
lakes of the mountainous regions as well as those indigenous to the lakes of the 
more level or prairie parts are thoroughly known, the waters of the province 
will prove to be indwelt with a multitude of kinds. | by 

The fishes, of which specimens were procured, inhabiting Beaver, Hastings 
and Cooking Lakes embrace pike, suckers and other eyprinoids, ling and stickle- . 
backs; and besides fishes, in the surrounding districts, specimens of small mammals 
(two rodents and a shrew), batrachians, leeches, insects, &c., were also collected. 

Beaver Lake is a regular haunt of various birds, different kinds of which were 
sometimes to be seen congregated together. Among those observed were curlews 
and other shore birds, great flocks of gulls and of terns, innumerable kinds of ducks, 
and white pelicans; and in the net set for fishes a young grebe was caught which 
afterwards escaped. During the summer months, in fact Beaver Lake is simply 
alive with innumerable water birds, but owing to the inroads of civilization this 
remarkable phenomenon, still at its height, of the natural wilds, will undoubtedly 
shortly be changed. Towns are springing up, and the birds, just as soon as they 
become affected through the entrance of man will disappear to betake themselves 
to more congenial haunts still further north. It was to be regretted that when the 
place was visited, late in July and early in August, the nesting season was then 
over, so that no eggs were found, and this the more so owing to the change just 
pointed out which will inevitably come over this phase of bird life in the near 
future. 

Among other birds observed were a few owls, which were generally perched on 
trees, and being nocturnal birds were seen at dusk; and a few night-hawks, seen 
one evening at an inland place. An interesting thing observed concerns the flicker 
(Colaptes). This woodpecker, in the wooded parts of Alberta visited, was seen 
to perch on trees, a thing surely unique among woodpeckers. Near Hastings 
Lake, early in August, a nest of the blue-winged teal, containing eight eggs, was 
found. This was of course very late in the season for the bird to be nesting, and 
the eggs were highly incubated, and almost ready to hatch. 

Having an opportunity to visit the park in Alberta where the recently ac- 
quired herd of buffalo has been introduced I saw about thirty of the bulls herding 
by themselves, but the park was too extensive to devote the time to go over the 
whole of it. They were massive animals, but whether owing to their transpor- 
tation or because the environment did not suit them, the most of them appeared 
to be in poor condition. I also saw tracks of the escaped bull, of which so much 
appeared in the newspapers, along the shores of Beaver Lake. 

Before concluding this report it may be pointed out that whilst knowledge 
of the general faunal conditions of Alberta is as yet a desideratum, the very varied 
physical features of the province, already alluded to in treating of its fishes, indicate 
a corresponding variety of faunal forms. Nor is this judged of merely by the pro- 
vince’s topographical contrasts, but in measure also by what was actually observed, 
in a direct way, of the creatures themselves. The eyes of the scientific world, 
anticipatively, always become turned to a new field for zoological research. The 
Province of Alberta is such a field, and if patient and systematic research were 
devoted to its problems of natural history, many important and as yet undiscovered 
facts would without doubt ultimately become known. But as matters stand just 
now a great deal cannot be done in this respect. The Province of Saskatchewan 
is in advance of that of Alberta in having a repository for specimens collected. It 
has, in other words, a small and attractive museum, open to the public, and embracing 
a nucleus collection of the mammals, birds, insects, etc., of the province; and the 
growth and expansion of this institution is only a question of time subject of juris- 
diction, and dependent on more spacious accommodation and the addition of 
specimens. 

_ Alberta, on the other hand, having no such institution, and no facilities for 
the accommodation of even a nucleus collection, I submit, that before any adequate 
conception can be had of that which pertains to the natural history of the province 
suitable provision for present exigencies is necessary. 

ANDREW HALKETT, 
Naturalist Department Marine and Fisheries. 
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_VI.—REPORT OF FRUIT EXPERIMENTS. 


There have been two new orchards prepared this year, one at 
Vegreville and the other at Kitscoty, both on the Canadian Northern 
Railway. At these places the land has been prepared for planting 
and the first consignment of trees has been heeled in this fall. This 
consignment will be duplicated in the spring of 1908 in order to deter- 
mine whether fall or spring shipment is the better. The following 
is a report on the work of the stations by Mr. Arch. Mitchell: | ; 


Report ON THE Fruit Experiment STarions. 


_ The trees obtained last fall and this spring for the older plantations were planted 
as intended and I am pleased to be able to report that something of value to the 
province has already been learned. One of these is that some nursery companies 
do not pack their trees well enough for them to be carried in safety from far away 
points such as Ontario or Minnesota. They do not pack them in a sufficient quantity 
of moisture-retaining material and long before they reach Alberta the roots and 
tops of the trees are quite dry and very often cannot be saved even with the most 
careful attention. This was pointed out to the various offending firms and this 
fall a very great improvement has been marked in the manner in which consign- 
ments have been shipped. The shipments from A. P. Stevenson, of Nelson, Mani- 
_toba, I am pleased to report were excellently packed and surrounded by a sub- 


stantial layer of moist sphagnum moss, which was again wrapped in paper to . 
aay nde the drying effects of the air, and the whole neatly and carefully enclosed 
in burlap. - Ke 


Another item of interest to the future fruit growers of the province is_ that 
some nurserymen do not seem to think it necessary to adhere strictly to the order 
of the purchaser, but, when out of any particular tree, will substitute for it another 
variety which may or may not be suitable or desirable and they do not always furnish 
explanation voluntarily. This is very unfortunate and has already interfered 
with the uniformity of the experiments being conducted by the department, and 
it is to be hoped the attention of nurserymen catering for the requirements of 
Alberta will be drawn to this feature of their trade. 

A third point that has been learned is that certain trees are hardier than others. 
The year 1907 was an exceptionally hard one on fruit trees especially newly planted 
ones, as the snow storm of the second week in September found most of the trees 
still in leaf and their young shoots and bark all unprepared for the winter. Many 
of the young shoots were frozen and yet here and there were found one or two quite 
untouched or only very slightly so by the frost. This is very satisfactory and these 
trees should be given special attention in the future. I do not think it night to 
publish the names of these till further experience is gained and more is known 
about them. 

All of the orchards were examined late in the fall, and notes taken as to the 
condition of each tree, all of which are placed on file for future reference. All 
the orchards except one were found to have been well cared for; the exceptional 
one had not been fenced and the trees in it had been more or less damaged by stock. 

- It was, therefore, considered right to withhold a portion of the remuneration allowed 
for carrying on the work in that particular case. The total amount expended 
on the fruit experiments was $297.45. | 

This fall a number of the trees in each orchard have been partially uprooted ihe 
and the whole tops and branches completely buried over winter. It is the in- ; 
tention to have them replanted in the spring and this will be repeated for two or 
more winters. The object of this experiment lies in the fact that in some parts 
of the west it has been found that some varieties of trees are severely winter killed, 
the first two or three years, afterwards becoming quite hardy and suffering very 
little or none at all from winter killing. The theory is that this immunity from : : 
frost hurt is acquired after several layers of native wood have been deposited on Be. 
them and it is hoped that the burying of the trees over winter will shelter them oe 


till a sufficient quantity of native grown wood has been produced, | Sao 

aad hed ihiey are at length left unsheltered they may be hardy enough to mae 
ithstand the severe weather. (ee 

ee There vad path nine experimental orchards under the auspices of the depart- A 

| : s ve y 
be USM Medicine Hat under the care of Thomas Littleford. : eS 
| Magrath 6 (3 J . B. Merrill. “ie 
i my Leavings ca « J. G. Vosburgh. \ Lag 
De Winton a “« Alex. Blackwood. a 
| -* ‘Didsbury f “ Samuel Troyer. ) of 
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‘Wetaskiwin under the care of Joseph Kapler. 
Clover Bar . i] W. F. Wilkinson. 
Vegreville F; ci HT Payne: 
Kitscoty KAS: Thresher, 
ArcH. MITCHELL, 
In Charge of Fruit Experiments. 


VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 


The indexing and rearranging of the vital statistics records 
began in the spring of last year proved to be a very extensive work, 
and was completed only after several months of the present year 
had elapsed. The records are now in excellent order and easy of 
access for the searches that may at any moment need to be made. _ 

Hitherto the province has been divided into fourteen districts 
with a registrar for each. These districts have been found very 
much too large to secure full returns, and with the rapidly increasing 
population it was felt certain that the results would be still less 
satisfactory. The department, therefore, arranged to have the old 
Territorial Ordinance revised and accordingly a new Act was passed 
at the 1907 session of the Legislature providing for the appoint- 
ment of a large number of registrars throughout the province. Under 
the Dominion postal laws, postmasters are required to keep the 
forms for registration of births, marriages and deaths, and to hand 
out the same on application. It was thought, therefore, that the 
postmasters should be made registrars as far as it was possible to 
do as they would be the best parties to see that every event in. 
their neighbourhood was registered, and especially so as they are 
paid a fee of twenty-five cents for each correct return sent to the 
department. It would also be very much simpler for the depart- 
ment to advertise the registrars if they were uniformly the post- 
masters. This has been done pretty generally all through here, 
and where a postmaster refused to have anything to do with the 
returns for one reason and another, another appointment has been 
made. In the case of postmasters in the cities under a regular monthly 
salary from the Post Office Department, it was found necessary to 
appoint other registrars. In these places the former registrars have 
been retained. 

All the necessary forms and regitters have been secured and 
arrangements made to have the registrars take up their duties. The 
department believes that henceforth very full and accurate returns 
of the vital statistics of the province will thus be obtained. | 

During the year fifty-five certified extracts and twenty searches. 
of the vital statistics records were made in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 30 of The Vital Statistics Records Act. 

The following are the usual tables: 
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Brrtus BY Districts, 1907. 

DISTRICT MALE TEMALE TOTAL 
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Marriaces.—Religious Denominations of Contracting Parties. 
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VIII.—OFFICE WORK AND ORGANIZATION. 


The year 1906 was necessarily one of organization of the depart- 
ment. During the present year this has been still further carried 
forward. 

It was deemed inadvisable at the inauguration of the province 
to erect a laboratory and appoint a provincial bacteriologist, analyst 
and pathologist. It was thought that the laboratory established 


‘by the Territorial Government ‘at Regina could, meanwhile, serve 
_ both provinces. The department, therefore, agreed to bear one-half 


of the expenses of its maintenance on condition that the Province 
of Alberta should have the same right to its services as the Province 
of Saskatchewan. 

At the beginning of the present year it was decided that there 
was sufficient work within the province to justify the establishment 
of a provincial laboratory for Alberta, and provision was made 
in the estimates for same. Daniel G. Revell, B.A., M.B., of the 
University of Chicago, was selected as bacteriologist and analyst 
and later was made director of the provincial laboratory. At the 
time of his appointment he was instructed to visit the leading labora- 
tories of the United States and Eastern Canada in order to study © 
their equipment and methods of work. 

Since his arrival in Edmonton in August, his time has been largely 
taken up in the supervision of the installing of the appointments 
of the laboratory and general preparatory arrangements for work. 
His report of what has been done appears elsewhere. | 

During the year a change was made in the Public Health Branch, 

L. E. W. Irving, M.D., C.M., having been appointed to the position 

of provinical health officer on the retirement of A. E. Clendenan, — 
M.D., the former occupant. Dr. Irving brings to his work the ex- — 
perience he gained as medical health officer of the city of Edmonton ~ 
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and has taken hold of his work with a firm grasp. A large share of 
his time has been taken up with the work of the Provincial Board 
of Health in drafting rules and regulations for the carrying into 
effect of The Public Health Act. 

The new Public Health Act having made provision for the 
appointment of a Provincial Board of Health, the following members 
were duly appointed: 

J. D. Lafferty, M.D., Calgary; F. W. Mewburn, M.D., Lethbridge; 
C.-N. Cobbitt, M.D., Edmonton; and R. B. Owens, B.A., B.E. 
The provincial health officer is secretary of the board by virtue of 
his office. 

The board has held a number of meetings preparing rules and 
regulations which it is hoped will soon be ready for publication. 

_ In connection with the care of the public health, problems 
respecting the water supply, disposal of sewage, plumbing, etc., 
have arisen from the first, and withthe prospective rapid increase 
of population the need of a proper solution of these was felt to be 
urgent. It was therefore decided to employ a provincial sanitary 
engineer, who could bring to the solution of these problems the 
best modern technical knowledge and skill. Accordingly, Mr. R. 
B. Owens, B.A., B.E., who had spent twenty months in the Surveyor 


_ General’s office at Ottawa, and had previously been employed as one 


of the resident engineers by the corporation of Belfast, Ireland, 
was selected and entered upon his work at the beginning of July 
and has given himself with great diligence to the solution of the 
many problems of his department. His report will be found else- 
where. He was made a member of the Provincial Board of Health 
in order that that body might have the benefit of his experience. 

Over four hundred volumes have been added to the departmental 
library during the year. In addition, a considerable number of 
bulletins and other publications have been donated by experimental 
stations and agricultural colleges in various countries. The whole 
has been classified, arranged and indexed. The department has 
already a valuable library which is proving of great assistance in 
its work. 

The volume of correspondence has grown rapidly during the 
year. 22,657 communications have been received at Edmonton as 
compared with 12,923 in 1906, and 97,320 communications have been 
sent out as compared with 58,018 of the former year. At the Brand 
Office of Medicine Hat, the total number of letters received was 
4,039, while the documents despatched was 6,421. At the office 
of the dairy commissioner, Calgary, the number of letters received 
was 3,896 and the number despatched was 5,362, making a total 
from the department of 30,592 communications received and 109,- 
103 sent. ; 

The thanks of the department are due in conclusion to the 
press of the province for their readiness to publish any information 
furnished by the department for the public good. Thanks are also 
due to the railway companies for their willingness to assist, wherever 
it lay in their power, the work which the department had in hand. 
Indeed it is a great pleasure to state that in whatever direction the 
department looked for assistance in any project which it had under 
way, that it always has been accorded hearty support and good 
wishes. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Gro. Harcourt, 
Deputy Minister of Agriculture. 
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2.—REPORT OF THE DAIRY COMMISSIONER. 


Srr,—I have the honour to submit herewith report of the Dairy 
Commissioner’s Branch for the year ending December 31st, 1907. 


I.—GENERAL. 


Owing to the unusually severe climatic conditions during the 
winter 1906-07 and the late spring following, the dairy industry of 
the province, in common with that of many other sections of Canada, 
received a slight set back in point of volume of production. 

Not only the actual losses of stock by exposure and lack of feed 
and care, but the smaller milk production of last summer should em- 
phasize once more the fact that dairying cannot be carried on profit- 
ably unless ample provisions be made for suitable feed, water supply 
and shelter for the dairy stock during all portions of the year. This 
was felt. by the creameries especially. The small production coupled 
with bare markets, a good local demand for homemade butter and con- 
sequent higher price levels, induced many to make their own butter for 
the local market who would otherwise have patronized the creameries. 

It is difficult to understand why farmers should not be more loyal 
to their local creameries, as without them they would certainly find 
it a very difficult matter under normal conditions to dispose of their 
dairy products to advantage. 

Notwithstanding the general shortage in the butter production 
one very encouraging feature, worthy of special mention, is that. in 
creamery districts where the farmers were properly equipped for feed- 
ing and caring for their stock the shortage in the output was compar- 
atively small and the higher prices obtained for the butter brought 
increased profits. 
| During the past season 45 creameries were in operation in the 

province. Of these 21 were operated by the Government, for the 
co-operative associations owning them, and 24 were managed by 
private enterprise. Hight cheese factories were also in operation. 
The total output of the creameries during the year was 1,500,000 
pounds of butter, valued at $350,000, and the cheese factories turned 
out 195,000 pounds of cheese valued at about $27,000. 

Nine new creameries and four cheese factories were established 
and put into operation during the year. 


II.—GOVERNMENT CREAMERIES. 


Twenty-one creameries were operated by the department during 
the past summer season. Tables 1, 2 and 3 give a summary of the 
patronage cream supply, and butter output of each, also prices realized 
from the sales of the butter. Two new creameries were erected and 
equipped during the summer, but as they were not ready to commence 
operations until too late in the season to make a favourable showing 
it was decided not to open them till the following spring. They are 
located at Bonnie Glen and Conjuring Creek. 

The creameries which were operated in 1906 at Clover Bar 
and Beaver Hills did not re-open last spring for reasons stated under 
“general”. 

To the previous season’s list five were added, three new ones 
located at Crossfield, Spring Lake and Rimbey; and those at Content 
and Lamerton which had been operated privately but since 
pureh ease from the owners by Farmers’ Co-operative Creamery Associ- 
ations. 
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TABLE Il.—Toraus OF THE FOREGOING BY SEASONS. 








' Lbs. of Lbs of | Average 
No. of] Inches of Cream Lbs. of Butter price Gross 

SEASON | Pat- Cream supplied Milk manufac- |realized value of 

rons supplied supplied tured atcr’mry Product | ; 

per lb. ; 

197,896} 18 625 $ 23,820.68 
1 642859) SOW tea crease ate 1,455,100 12% 4 : : : “ 
1307-8 19° Hf A! QS9 SO SNe Aire keuc tals hans 231,374 23,218 | 28.382 5,428.95 
1898 346 VOB SO 72h erases enue 1,352,113 164,189 | 20.018 32,860.63 
* 1898-9} 175 BO 220 Sinan nee aged tan 276,628 42,446 | 23.094 9,802.67 
1899 509 UTD 202 Or bats steeeiecte tne 1,244,194 241,328 | 20.981 50,634.50 
1899-0} 228 AFP 6 OL a ere resrestsray sttouros elles 100,471 52,018 | 23.845 12,403.76 
1900 510 DAO DT Tse 9!) | Pee ae ake 373,928 294.9814] 20.148 59,435.62 
1900-1} 171 33 O99R9 | me eae 29,486 34,551 | 23.284 8,045.16 
1901 463 DSA Dea [Tar ele oe oye ies cyoce 80,579 261,498 | 19.224 50,272.05 
1901-2; 251 BOOB TAD Shee hen oP onc ion | ae ee 49,549 | 24.536 AA ay (es 7/5) 
1902 398 DAA ABO Atal eRe A aGh 30).a0\l, Seer ere 278,438 | 20.931 58,281.19 
1902-3] 300 CROSS GH Rec cmtveneen et etrah alt Pan sin ets, onc.” 75,077 | 24.311 18,252.32 
1903 788 BS320G604 5 ite ee Aree | Cena tecaeger 457,411 | 19.570 89,516.80 
1903-4} 330 BO DAA Sie eee tle eRe en Cuneta 63,704 | 24.610 15 678.08 
1904 600 BB 5 SOS. eal oterte or te. tae | eee eee 416,141 | 20.609 85,765.34 
1904-5} 371 GL OZT BAIL eet. Sern | eee 75,180 | 25.024 18,813.51 
1905 1207 645,333'.6:4|" opie ees wll ninemsn: 813,480 | 21.350 173,671.40 
1905-6} 492 103:°S865.0 bate caer. linac ae 119,542 | 25.300 30,244.38 . 
1906 |1,755 808,311.5 95:959000 "stan ne 1;5050;356 |p20a227 222,959.11 : 

1906-7) 526 96. S431 2 illo. Fate terse >| Oteary oe ee 111,774 | 27.784 3f053210 
1907 | 1,268 107, 29255. GOO: 986.07 Ll aeeewa ee 653 208 | 23.161 151,291.78 
3,926,463.4 | 1,696,945.71 | 5,143,873 | 5,405,934? $1,160,396. 78 


TABLE JII.—Summary or THE Business DONE FOR THE SUMMER SxHAson, 1907, 
AT THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT CREAMERIES IN ALBERTA. 








No. Butter Value Average |AVERAGE PRICES BY PERIODS 
CREAMERY AT of Manu- at price at. |———————  —_  —_—_. 
Pat- |factured Creamery | Cream’y 1st 2nd ord 4 
rons | pounds for Sea’n| Period | Period | Period 4 
Cents Cents Cents Cents | 
Calgaryacet are eee 14 O28 aie O24 es eal ie | eee 22.301, |9 25.376 
Old gw Sen Re 114 | 71,678 16,686.13 | 23.279 | 27.662 | 21.980 | 25.028 
Innisfail ds VEE ie Smee NS ale 178 | 119,83 28,123.01 | 23.468 | 27.849 | 21.975 | 25.242 
‘incdastollmatc we ok 10 82,322 19,121.02 | 23.227 | 27.659 | 21.924'| 24.804 
ed ID cen tetepia. ic cpekr chs 83 | 53,224 12,497.95 | 23.481 | 27.897 | 21.991 | 24.936 
‘HVarisensaeere mantis auate tes 59 23,390 5,337.51 | 22.819 | 27.453 | 21.905 | 24.820 
Blacktea sae cee senn 83 | 40,345 9,356.22 | 23.190 |} 27.770 | 21.902 | 24.700 
WA COMME See ein fata ote 19 12,465 2;850;.28.)| 22'5/ODu eae 21.846 | 24.877 
Content Sehteeitoreen ese eee 60 26,725 6,131.29 | 22.942 | 27.520 | 21.816 | 24.687 
Barlvitlle woe tin tessa 65 34,429 7,901.31 | 22.949 | 27.538 | 21.848 | 24.648 
etry Damlecg rc. wpiteein 89 | 53,430 12,380.11 | 23.170 | 27.531 | 21.826 ; 24.760 
Wietaskiwinl.....20.0.0.6 38 17,194 37850041) 2215908 eee 21.794 | 24.601 
Rosenroll ans 2/0 teen tas 40 | 11,722 ZE0 20/09 2 el Owl eee 21.843 | 24.473 
tony Pair wy che, pecegte hdr 35 2,756 607790), 22).0535| aa 22; 0584) Peon ses 
pares Sra ok cics. sole are eerets ea penne a ae J49 82124945 ee 21.4944" 2. eee 
OvtlerAcmieket tio cane Po, ; 169M E225. 100 | eo Te? é F 
Crossfield NN ateteLheikts sane anette gets 24 4,292 951.30 | 22.164 cceuere x : oy iba ie eee 
Pine Greelcin wis aby. sees 60 31,400 7,329.05 | 23.344 | 27.664 | 21.952 | 25.332 
TESTE GH, Ae taiieas Ghai ae 39 5,958 1316.88 ee2 858" eee 22.053 | 23.960 
Lamerton NM sly CEPA eee. IRS 60 21,917 4,964.76 || 22652 | tees! 21.807 | 24.574 
SDringwuaken: ener 24 Woes 79051 le 25 107 ol eee OAT Srhey 24 646 
Totals and Averages..... e260 | 653,208 | $151,290.28 | 23.161 | 27.722 | 21.911 |-24.889 
SE ee EE OS SS A ee 


Convention at Lacombe. 









The following letter was addressed to the secretaries of the 
associations whose creameries had been operated by the Government 
duving the previous year. The object of the meeting is here outlined 


and special reference made to the desirability of making certain 
changes in the working agreement. 


a 
PROVINCE OF ALBERTA, DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
OFFICE OF THE DAIRY COMMISSIONER. 


“Calgary, January 7th, 1907. 


“Dar Sir,—I am directed by the Honourabl ini ? 
: : e the Minister of Agricu ; 
to call a conference of representatives from the various creamery eit ‘ 


(eh 

\ iy io ee 
Tits sad he Ne ; 

ss r % + ~~ P ud ‘nn 5 a mast 
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in the province whose creameries have been operated by the Government during 
the past season. 

“The conference will be held at Lacombe on Wednesday and Thursday the 
16th and 17th inst., and your association is hereby invited to send two delegates 
who Should arrange to reach Lacombe by the morning train on the 16th inst. 

The president and secretary-treasurer of your association, by virtue of their 
respective offices and their more intimate knowledge of the administrative and 
financial work of the association, would undoubtedly be the most svitable delegates 
to send, although if either be unable to go a substitute may be appointed by your 
board to act in his stead. 

“The conference is called for the purpose of discussing with the department 
the immediate future of the creamery business. The agreement under which we 
are working at present terminates on April 30th next, and it is desired that full 
authority be vested the delegates to speak and act on behalf of the board of direc- 
tors which they represent. 

“T beg to hand you two copies of amended form of agreement which will be 
submitted to the various associations for the operation of creameries for the en- 
suing year, in order that the members of your board and the delegates may have 
an opportunity of familiarizing themselves with the several changes proposed, 
the more important ones being: 

‘1. A more frequent delivery of cream to the creamery; 

“2. The manufacturing and handling of the butter at actual cost; and 

‘3. The establishment of a loan fund, a sinking fund or both. 

“The first of these will result in the further improvement in the quality of 
the butter output of the creameries, enabling us to compete successfully in the best 
and most discriminating markets. 
| ‘‘The second explains itself. 

_ “The third provision will place the business of the associations upon a more 
satisfactory and substantial basis, generally. 

‘“‘These various points will be fully dealt with at the conference and a com- 
prehensive statement of the past season’s work at the Government creameries 
will also be presented. : 

‘“‘T am directed to state, further, that other important matters will be placed 
moe ee delegates, intimately connected with the subject for which the conference 
is called. 

‘Kindly arrange for the appointment and instruction of the delegates from 
your own association and advise this office at the earliest possible date. 

‘Respectfully yours, 
““C, MARKER, 
Dairy Commissioner.” 


Responding to this invitation the greater number of the associa- 
tions sent delegates, some being unable to do so owing to transporta- 
tion difficulties obtaining at the time. 

Present were: 

Hon. W. T. Finlay, Minister of Agriculture; Geo. Harcourt, 
Deputy Minister of Agriculture; C. Marker, dairy commissioner; 
H. S. Pearson, dairy instructor; Geo. W. Scott, dairy instructor; 
A. W. Foley, chief of poultry division; W. F. Puffer, M.P.P., Lacombe. 
Delegates: D. Morkeberg, president Tindastoll Association; J. 
Benidictson, vice-president Tindastoll Association; Joseph Cole, 
president Red Deer Association; Cc. J. B. Ward, secretary-treasurer 
Red Deer Association; Peter Jaffrey, vice-president Olds Association; 
Tom. L. Buckton, secretary-treasurer Olds Association ; A. K. Fritz, 
secretary-treasurer Ferry Bank Association; S. C. Archibald, late 
acting secretary-treasurer Ferry Bank Association; Albert Ottewell, 
secretary-treasurer Clover Bar Association; J. D. Quantz, president 
Innisfail Association; Jas. Jenson, secretary-treasurer Innisfail Asso- 
ciation; Sam Smith, president Evarts Association; E. 8. Hussey, 
secretary-treasurer Evarts Association; G. Malchow, president Harl- 
ville Association; T. W. Fry, secretary-treasurer Earlville Associa- 
tion;A. 8. Rosenroll, M.P.P., secretary-treasurer Wetaskiwin Associa- 
tion; Joseph Barron, president Blackfalds Association ; Bercy 7B? 
Gregson, secretary-treasurer Blackfalds Association; Cols: J. Ji 
Gregory, president Lacombe Association, D. C. Gourlay (Mayor of 
Lacombe) secretary-treasurer Lacombe Association; Dr. Findlater, 
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vice-president Lacombe Association; recording secretary, F. W. 
Underwood, accountant to dairy commissioner. 

The convention was held in the town hall, Lacombe, which was 
kindly placed at our disposal by the mayor and council, who, in 
conjunction with the local creamery association, also tendered a 
complimentary banquet to the visiting delegates. 

After an address of welcome by his worship the mayor, Mr. D. 
C. Gourlay, the Minister of Agriculture opened the proceedings by 
briefly reviewing the results of the previous year’s work of the Gov- 
ernment creameries, congratulating the associations upon the success 
which had attended their joint efforts and assuring those present of 
the co-operation and assistance of the department towards making 
their work even more successful in future. 

The deputy minister, Mr. Geo. Harcourt, B.S.A., gave an exceed- 
ingly interesting and able address on the subject of ‘‘ Building up a 
Dairy Herd.’’ 

The subject of ‘‘Fattening and Marketing of Poultry’’ was dealt 
with by the poultry superintendent, Mr. A. W. Foley, and followed 
by a general discussion leading up to a resolution being adopted 
asking the department to consider the advisability of extending the 
‘work of poultry fattening which had been carried on in connection 
with some of the creameries. P 

The dairy commissioner outlined the results of the work of the 
Government creameries during 1906, summaries of which had already 
been placed in the hands of all their patrons. The method followed 
by the department in disposing of the products of the creameries 
was also fully discussed, apparently to the satisfaction of the dele- 
gates. 


The Working Agreement. 


The topic which gave rise to most discussion, perhaps, was the 
proposed amendment to the agreement, alluded to in the letter 
already quoted. / 

The changes proposed were somewhat far reaching and would 
involve several important changes in the business routine of the as- 


sociations affected, but it was felt that once the changes were made © 


the business would be placed upon a much better and more perman- 
ent basis. 

The amended form of agreement for 1907, afterwards confirmed 
by order-in-council, was adopted and reads as follows: 


MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN 


AND THE DAIRY COMMISSIONER, ACTING FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
FOR THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA. \ 


LT er) i ta vs RA ee ea ON en NRC lbhe Ria 8 wa 
(hereinajter called the association) agree to provide suitable buildings and premises 
fully equipped for the manufacture of butter, and a sufficient supply of pure water 
and good drainage, aH to the satisfaction of the dairy commissioner, for carrying 
on the business of manufacturing butter at 
in the Province of Alberta. 


2. The association guarantee a cream supply to the creamery from at least 
four hundred cows for a period of not less than five months per year. 
3. The association agree to give and assure to the Department of ‘Agriculture 


free and undisturbed possession of the creamery buildings, premises ,and plant 
for a term of not less than one year from the first of May, 1907. 2 


SH 


SO ea 
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(2) Any charge or claim on the buildings, premises or plant, on behalf of any 
person or persons whatsoever, is not to be considered as a claim on the 
Department of Agriculture. ex: BRA “sis: BRR eg] 

4. The association, through its board of directors, agree to use all reasonable 

means to promote the interests of the creamery and to secure persons who will 


furnish a supply of cream in accordance with the rules and regulations attached 
to and forming part of this agreement. 


5. The association agree that the cream shall be delivered at the creamery 
free of charge to the Department of Agriculture, and that the cream shall be delivered 


by, or collected from, each patron such number of times each week as may be re- 
quired by the dairy commissioner. 


6. The association hereby authorize the dairy commissioner from time to time 


to provide on its behalf and at its expense any addition to efficiency of the work 
in the creamery. 


7. In consideration of the foregoing, the dairy commissioner agrees to manu- 
aue from the cream which may be accepted at the creamery a first class quality 
ot butter. 

(2) The right to reject any cream which he considers unfit for making into a 

first class quality of butter is reserved to the buttermaker in charge of the 
creamery, and his judgment and decision in the matter shall be final. 


8. The dairy commissioner agrees to market the butter to the best of his judg- 
ment and ability, and to pay the persons supplying the cream, the net proceeds 
realized from all sales of butter and buttermilk, in proportion to the quantity of 
butter made from the cream furnished by each, after deducting— 

(1) The actual cost of manufacturing and care of the butter in cold storage 
until it be finally disposed of. This charge is not to exceed four cents 
per pound of butter. 

(2) Any charge which the board of directors of the... Minne ie ee 
association may direct to be paid for the delivery of cream to the creamery; 
and 

(3) Such further charge, or assessment as may be made on the manufactured 
butter for the purpose of a loan fund or a local working fund, or both, 
as set out in sections 12 and 13 of this agreement. 


9. The dairy commissioner agrees to pay the said persons supplying the cream, 
severally, every month, such advances as he may estimate to be about two-thirds 
of the net value of the cream supplied by them or each of them. 

(2) Such advance payments shall be made in even dollars, and no advance 

payment shall be made for less than two dollars. 


10. The dairy commissioner agrees to provide the labour, fuel, ice, packages 
and all other furnishings which are necessary in the operation of the creamery, 
to arrange for the necessary transportation of butter and sundry supplies between 
the creamery and nearest railway station, and to care for the butter in cold storage 
until it is sold and shipped from..........4..+05- ses esceuees or Calgary. 


11. The dairy commissioner agrees to insure the butter against loss by fire, 
as trustee for, and on behalf of, the persons supplying the cream, to the amount of 
two-thirds of its estimated market value but the creamery buildings, premises and 
plant are to be insured by the association on its own behalf, and the Department 
of Agriculture is not to accept or have any responsibility or liability in that con- 
nection. In any case in which the association is indebted to the Government 
the premium receipt or any renewal receipts for such insurance shall be sent to the 
dairy commissioner. 

12. For the season 1907 the loan fund charge shall be.............. cents 
per pound of butter manufactured, said charge to be applied as follows, viz.: 

(1) One (1) cent per pound of butter on the repayment of any loans heretofore 

or hereafter obtained by the association from the Government on account 
of plant-and equipment supplied or installed. 


Os Re: Dea cents per pound of butter on any other indebtedness due 
@) by the association nick capital account, the proceeds to be paid to the 
association. 
13. The local working fund charge shall not be more than............ cents 


per pound of butter manufactured and shall be applied as follows, VizZ.! 
(1) Towards the payment of the annual interest on the indebtedness of the 
association for loans heretofore or hereafter obtained from the Govern- 
ment or from other sources. The interest upon the loans so obtained from 
the Government shall be charged at the rate of three per cent. on the 
unpaid balance of advances made in any year on account of loans, such 
‘nterest to be computed on the first day of January following the year 
in which such advances are made, but no deduction shall be made from 
such annual percentage by reason of the receipt of the whole or any part 


an 
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of the principal or interest before the end of the year in which the interest 
is so computed. 
(2) Towards the payment of a dividend of not more than + ):-..-.-..- per 
cent. per annum on all paid up stock in the association. — 
(3) To provide for the insurance, taxes, up-keep and depreciation of the property 
of, and for such other charges as may be authorized by, the association, 
14. Provision is to be made for the issuing of paid up shares in the association 
to the persons supplying cream to the creamery, in proportion to the amounts paid 
in by them severally to the loan fund, as set forth in section 12 of this agreement. 
15. The dairy commissioner agrees to keep the creamery building and plant 
in a good state of repair, ordinary wear and tear, damage by fire, lightning, tempest 
and other casualty excepted. 


PERS CRUE came es oa SHEN Lica foc a2 EDIS. Gakeueal het oR eae et ee day of 
RAM cee MRO T De ci ee Mate bas Mae atuahiyaghe crew A.D. 1907 

NVENC TSS e RMMPAURI eR emer PARC MRE NASI te ee a koe i ieee a cue ee ae t! 

President of the Association. 

IVETE Sb Mpereyh py Becta) SRW ag) ROS AR ie 8 2 ia a aha ton ota er YAN 

Secretary of the Association. 

AVERT NGS TE ee ce Re rg ee ocendtne oth, Wied aati eee 


Dairy Commissioner. 


TII.—ORGANIZATION OF CO-OPERATIVE CREAMERIES. 


During the year a number of inqiiries were received at this 
office for particulars regarding the organization and operation of 
co-operative creameries; and as the demand for such information 
appears to be rapidly increasing the following outline is submitted 
for the guidance of those who may be interested, but who may not 
have had occasion to previously acquire the necessary technical 
knowledge or business experience in such matters. | 

Co-operative creameries are organized by a number of persons 
forming themselves into an association under the provisions of The 
Dairymen’s Act, 1907; each cream supplier becomes a shareholder 
and assumes a certain amount of the financial responsibility of the 
association. Nearly all the creameries in the province working on 
that basis are operated by the provincial Department of Agriculture 
and are known as Government creameries. 


Cream Supply. 


At the outset, a creamery should have a cream supply assured 
from not less than 400 cows, within easy hauling distance and for a 
term of years. If more can be secured, so much the better. 

So far as our information goes, taking the average of over 1,000 
dairy herds in Alberta of which we have records for the season 1906, 
the butter production per cow is about 100 pounds for the six months 
of summer. ‘Taking this figure as a basis the creamery butter output 
from 400 cows should be in the neighbourhood of 40,000 pounds 
a quantity which should keep the factory cost within the 4 cents per 
pound mark. 

A creamery, co-operative or otherwise, is a successful business 
venture in proportion to the quantity of good butter it turns out 
other conditions being equal. For that reason it is essential’ that a 
large and regular supply of good butter should be assured from 
the start. 

(It may be stated here that owing to somewhat sparse settle- 
ment, small dairy herds and long distances for hauling, it is not prac- 
tical to handle milk at the creameries in this province. The trans- 
portation charges would be too high. Hence, cream is handled 
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exclusively and delivered at the creameries twice or three times per y 
week, according to circumstances.) 4 
In order to ascertain the available cream supply for a creamery 
in any district a committee of four or more should be appointed to 
thoroughly canvass the surrounding territory which would become 
tributary, securing promises of both cream supply and stock sub- 
scriptions. For the sake of convenience and dispatch the territory ae 
to be canvassed should be so divided among the members of the com- 1 nek 





mittee as to avoid overlapping and yet admit of the whole ground | } 
being covered. a 
The following form may be used in the canvass: s 
AGREEMENT, . ie 

In the event of a co-operate creamery association being formed and a creamery: : ( ; 
Baranliemed attic too. Shomt., XS Ae) we, whose names are subscribed, severally ne 
promise and agree to supply to such creamery when in operation and in the manner a 
provided by the by-laws, rules and regulations of such association all the cream, a 


not used in our own household, from the milk of the number of cows set opposite | 
to our respective names and for a period of not less than three years. We also { 
agree to subscribe for, and assume the responsibility of, capital stock in said asso- hy 
ciation to the value shown, in column 8. | a 
We have not pledged our support to any other creamery or cheese factory | ; 
now established or in course of organization in this district, and we enter into this et 








engagement subject to the provisions of ‘The Dairymen’s Act and such regulations * i a 
as may be made from time to time in that behalf by proper authority. ; ue ¢ 
; ~ J | : A : + 

Location _| No. |Shares Witness NL: 

DATE NAME P.O. ADDRESS: | 4+ of |tothe] to ie 

| SEC] TP./RG | cows |val. of| Signatures oe 

1 2 3 AnD oT Ors oe 8 : Vf 

aac “ 

x. 

hs 

s 

“fl 

The Canvassing Committee. 


Before starting out the members of the canvassing committee Rar, 

should familiarize themselves with the provisions of The Dairymen’s F 

z Act and the most important features of creamery organization, such , y 
"as are outlined herein, so that they may be in a position to give any 


information desired by the prospective subscribers to the canvassing ie. 
sheets. It should be pointed out that no one should be asked to sign 1 na 
who is not prepared to carry out his agreement to supply cream and Oy 


to become a stockholder. A creamery, like most other institutions, 
needs material as well as moral support. 

A creamery cannot be built without the necessary funds being 
provided therefor and it cannot be operated profitably unless it re- 
ceives a liberal and regular cream supply throughout each season's 
Beat airy mén's Act defines in section 16 the financial liability 
of the stockholders and in section 18 the penalty for non-fulfilment 

supply cream.) 
i Pe came He MEA should be very careful to make no 
statements or promises which may lead to misunderstanding or 
create wrong impression in the minds of those who are asked to sign a ae 
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their lists. It should be distinctly stated that the subscription 
becomes effective only in the event of the organization being formed. 

A word of caution here may not be amiss. Creameries are now 
established in various portions of the province and each of them is 
depending on the cream supply from a more or less well defined 
territory for its business, and while in some respects competition may 
be ‘‘the life of trade’’ it’ very often turns out the reverse where 
creameries are concerned. If the competition for patronage becomes 
too keen, where creameries are established too closely together, 
it generally turns out the death of trade of the weaker ones. Hence 
it is extremely risky business for a new organization to solicit and 
depend upon the patronage of any one who has been, or is, supply- 
ing cream to another creamery, as he is just liable to ‘‘flop’’ again 
.if everything is not to his liking. A new creamery organization 
should not, therefore, in any way encroach upon territory served, 
or capable of being economically served, by a creamery already in 
existence or in course of establishment, and the canvassing committee 
should be guided accordingly. 


Capital Stock, Subscriptions. 


The co-operative creamery associations doing business in this 
province are capitalized at from $5,000 to $10,000, according to the 
the size of plant and volume of business carried on. Considering 
that the cost of the building and equipment of creamery and cold 
storage, suitable for handling properly the cream supply of 400 to 
2,000 cows, range from $4,500 to $6,000 according to local cost of 
building material and labour, the capital stock of an association 
should be placed at, say, $6,000 in shares of $1.00 each. It is desir- 
able that a sufficient amount should be subscribed to cover the whole 
cost of the plant,when fully paid up. 

As co-operative creameries are established by the farmers and 
for their sole benefit it is only reasonable to expect that the financial 
responsibility should be assumed by them. 

It is suggested, therefore; that they be asked to subscribe 
to the capital stock of the association not less than $10 per cow from 
which they are prepared to guarantee a cream supply. Failing to 
raise a sufficient amount in this way the business men of the district 
interested may perhaps find it to their advantage to help out by sub- 
scribing the balance or a part of it. If the farmers who are directly 
concerned have not sufficient interest, and confidence, in the business 
and in their own powers to co-operate, others, who would be only 
indirectly concerned, could not fairly be expected to shoulder the 
burden for them. . 


Organization. 


If, after the completion of the canvass for the cream supply 
and stock subscription, the results appear to justify further action 
a meeting may be called of those who subscribed either or both, 
for the purpose of forming an association in accordance with the pro-- 
visions of The Dairymen’s Act. , 

When the declaration has been registered with the Provincial 
Secretary and notice of such registration has been received, a meet- 
ing of the shareholders should be called for the enrolment of 
additional stockholders, the election of officers, the adoption of by- 
laws, and signing of formal contracts for the cream supply. A form 


similar to the following may be found suitable for the latter purpose. 
« ‘ . / 
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AGREEMENT. 


We, whose names are subscribed, severally promise and agree to supply to 
the creamery operated by and _ for the... ie EES eet i wiley cca eaten 
association all the cream, not used in our own household, from the milk of the num- 
ber of cows set opposite to our respective names for a period of not less than thre 
years and in accordance with the by-laws of the said association. 4 

We also agree to subscribe for capital stock in the said association to the value 
shown in column 8. z ‘ 

We have not pledged our patronage to any other creamery or cheese factory 
now established or in course of organization in this district and we enter into this 
engagement subject to the provisions of The Dairymen’s Act and such regulations 
as may be made from time to time by the association. 





Location 
— ,_—,-—-| No. | Shares Witness 
DATE NAME P.O. ADDRESS 4 of |to the to 
: sEc| TP.|RG | cows |val. of| Signature 
1 2 3 Avo. (oGOP Meer 8 





The board of directors will then be in a position to make arrange- 
ments for the erection of building upon land secured by the associa- 
tion for the purpose of its business, and enter into the necessary 
negotiations for the operation of the plant. 


Operating Expenses. 


All the operating expenses of a creamery have"to"be paid out 
of the proceeds from the sale of its products, the butter and the 
buttermilk, and they include (A) the cost of manufacturing the butter, 
(B) the delivery of the cream to the creamery and (C) the local cost 
of administration: These items are set out in detail hereafter, and 
give a fairly concise view of the situation. | 


(A) The manufacturing, or factory, cost include the following 
principal items of expenditure: 
Labour (wages, etc., of the buttermaker and help). 
Fuel, for power and: heating. 
Ice, for cold storage and cooling purposes. 
Repairs and renewals of creamery equipment. | 
Supplies, packages, salt, colour, cleaning utensils, etc. 
Insurance on butter while in creamery. 
. Cartage on butter to railway station. 


(B) Cream delivery. 

The cost of collecting and delivering the cream at the cream- 
eries, when done by regularly employed haulers, varied last season 
from 1} cents to 74 cents per pound of butter according to the quan- 
tity of cream collected. 

This charge should not, however, exceed 2 cents per pound, 
and if it can be done at lower rate so much the better for the farmers 
who supply the cream, as their nett returns will be correspondingly 
eee of the cost of having cream collected and delivered at 
the creamery on thesame day, we should consider the distance a cream 
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gatherer would have to travel to pick up a sufficient quantity of cream 


to make a reasonable day’s wages for himself and team at a fair charge 
per pound of butter contained in this cream, say 1 to 2 cents. If he 
can not make fair wages he will not continue in that line of work. 
If, on the other hand, in order that he may make fair wages a greater 
proportion of the value of the butter has to be expended for his ser- 
vices it necessarily means that the farmers will have to take a lower 
price, proportionately, for their butter. 

In some creamery districts farmers make their own arrange- 
ments for taking their cream to the creamery either individually 
or in co-operation with their neighbours, thereby saving or, rather, 
earning themselves, the charge which would otherwise be made 
for that service. 


Although this plan is an excellent one, and to be recommended | 


for several reasons, yet it is not likely to work out successfully in a 
newly organized creamery territory. The dairy herds and the 
cream supply being mostly small the saving effected in the expense 
would not fully compensate the farmers for the time lost from his 
other, and sometimes more pressing, work on the farm. 


(C) Local cost of administration. 

This includes such items as: 

1. Salaries of local officers, and all office expenses. 

2. Interest on capital invested in creamery and plant. 
3. Taxes on the property of the association. 

4. Insurance on building and plant. 

5. Provision for sinking fund. 


All these expenses, as stated above, become a charge on the but- 
ter and would amount to about 14c. per pound on the output of 
40,000 pounds in the season, again showing the necessity of a large 
volume of business to reduce the pro rata expense. 

When the charges outlined under A, B and C have been satis- 
fied, the remainder of the selling price of the butter is distributed 
among the cream suppliers in proportion to the quantity of butter 
manufactured for each, unless a special loan fund assessment be 
made as well in which case that, too, is charged against the selling 
price, though paid up stock is issued therefor to each patron. 


f 


IV.—PRIVATE CREAMERIES. 


_lwenty-four creameries were operated by private enterprise 
during the Summer season 1907. They produced, according to 
returns received at this office, 625,230 pounds of butter and were 
patronized by 1,056 farmers. During the season new ones were estab- 
lished and operated at Three Hills, Bentley, Trochu Valley, Carbon, 
Springfield and Lewisville. Two of the private creameries which 
operated in 1906 did not re-open. 

Two others, located at Lamerton and Content, were purchased 
by the farmers of the districts, who organized themselves into co- 
operative associations and asked the Government to undertake their 
supervision and management of these creameries. 


V.—CHEESE FACTORIES. 


Cheese factories were operated at Kansas, Cremona, Stern, 
Burnt Lake, Springbank, Dog Pound, Erskine and Bentley; their 
combined cheese output was 195,000 pounds. 
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VI.—TRAVELLING DAIRY WORK. 


In addition to carrying on the operation of the 21 creameries 
and general instruction work, the department sent travelling dairies 


_ to a number of districts where the farmers were not within reach 


of creameries or cheese factories. Lectures and practical demon- 
strations were given by the instructors in charge, dealing with 
approved methods of farm dairying and butter making. This work 
has been commended from many quarters as being the means of 


gradually improving the quality and the saleability of home made | 


butter in discriminating markets. 

The following places were visited by the travelling dairy in 
the Medicine Hat district during the month of, July: Josephburg, 
Woolchester, Medicine Hat, Irvine and Seven Persons. 

It was a source of gratification to many of the farmers who 
attended some of these meetings to see the Hon. the Minister of 
Agriculture personally take part in the programme by outlining the 
work done by this department towards the development of more 
skill and the dissemination of expert knowledge in dealing with 
the numerous and complex problems facing the farmer in his work 


at every turn. 


During the month of September the following places were visited 
by the travelling dairy: Tofield, Holden, Earling, Viking, Vegreville, 
Warwick, Whitford, Wostok, Chipman, Mundare, Innisfree, Mann- 
ville, Vermilion, Islay, Kitscoty and Lloydminster. 

Owing to very inclement weather and bad roads through the. 
getniots visited the meetings were, with few exceptions, poorly at- 
tended. 


VII.—CORRESPONDENCE. 


During the twelve months ending December 31st, 3,896 com- 
munications have been received at this office and 5,362 dispatched. 
In addition to the latter several thousand leaflet bulletins have 
been issued and distributed among creamery patrons, whose names 
and addresses were available. Circulars of a technical nature have 
also been prepared and issued from time to time to cream collectors 
and butter makers, touching on their work. 


Acknowledgements. 


I again deem it a privilege to acknowledge my appreciation 
of the cheerful and diligent manner in which the members of the 
office and field staff of this branch have discharged the duties 
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nical skill and good judgment has been met In a eratifying manner. 

To the press is also due our appreciation of excellent service 
in the interest of advanced dairying. 

C. MARKER, 
Dairy Commissioner. 
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3.-_REPORT OF CHIEF INSPECTOR OF NOXIOUS WEEDS. 


Srr,—I have the honour to submit my second annual report 
as Chief Inspector of Weeds. During the year the number of inspection 
districts has been increased from 61 to 92 and the inspectors from 
44 to 85. The work all over the province is now fairly well organ- 
ized and it should be possible to accomplish a great deal of good. 
For purposes of instruction, a convention of the inspectors from 
Red Deer north was held on March 8th at Edmonton, at the time 
of the Provincial Seed Fair, at which lectures were delivered on grains 
and weeds. For the inspectors in the south a meeting was held 
during the live stock show at Calgary in April, and the whole ques- 
tion of weeds and weed destruction gone into thoroughly. In pur- 
suance of the plan outlined in the report for 1906, in the last week 
in March, just before the spring work on the farm began, the inspec- 
tors were sent out for about a week to visit those farmers in their 
districts who had dirty land. On visiting these places methods 
of destroying weeds were discussed with the farmers and suggestions 
made. At the same time the inspectors were supplied with copies 
of a circular containing a memorandum to the same effect and these 
were left at the different places visited. The following is a copy 
of the memorandum: 


METHODS OF CULTIVATION SUGGESTED WHERE LAND 18 BADLY INFESTED WITH 
WEEDS. 


It is always best to burn the stubble off in the spring if possible. This de™ 
stroys many weed seeds and the land works better when there is no stubble. 

Disk as early in the spring as possible and harrow. This covers the weed seeds 
and encourages their germination. 

en the small weed plants are seen all over the field the land ought to be 
disked and harrowed again to destroy them and encourage the germination of a 
new crop. 

About the beginning of June the land should be plowed and packed if possible, 
and if not, at least harrowed every day as it is plowed, and a crop of _beardless 
poy sown. It is safe in Northern Alberta to sow this barley up till the middle - 
of June. 

When the crop is about six inches high it will be found of great advantage to 
harrow it as this will destroy any weeds which may have sprouted, and help to 
encourage the growth of the crop. 

If there is still a quantity of weeds in the crop when it approaches maturity, 
it may be cut as green feed before the weeds are ripe. Usually, however, it will 
be found that the growth of barley will choke and kill any weeds which may come 
up afterwards. 

Where fall wheat is grown this method of disking and harrowing at frequent 
Sea during the summer should be continued till it is time to plow for the fall: 
wheat. 

Norr.—It is particularly important to disk and harrow as soon as possible 
in the spring and also to harrow the growing grain when it is six inches high. 


The spring and summer of 1906 were as a rule wet all over 
the province, and most of the farmers found it impossible to get 
on the land in time to thoroughly carry out these suggestions, but 
wherever they were carried out in the south and in parts of the 
north they gave excellent results. The inspectors report very fav-- 
ourably of this procedure and I should like to suggest its being car- 
ried out another year. \- 
The following leaflet» was prepared and distributed with the 
view of drawing the attention of the scholars to the desirability = 
of sowing clean seed and treating it for smut: ; ‘ 





- 
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WEEDS AND Smut - 


In 1905 cost the farmers of Western Canada $20,000,000.00. 


Alberta’s share of this was very small and may easily be less, for the remedies 
are simple and in the farmer’s own hands. 


\ 


SEED. 
No seed should be sown unless it is cleaned two or three times. 
FEED. : 


_ Many weed seeds pass through the digestive organs of horses without their ger- 
minating powers being affected and in this manner many weeds get on the land un- Wh ebl® 
suspected by the farmer. All feed should be crushed, but it should be remembered 
that many of the worst weeds have seeds too small to be crushed, and it will be 
better to have it fanned before it is crushed. 


SMUT IN WHEAT. 


Stinking smut is a plant which grows within the wheat plant and its seeds 
or spores take the place of the grain when the crop ripens. Smut balls are thus 
simply masses of spores enclosed in the outer shells of wheat grains. Threshing 
breaks these shells and the spores become scattered and stick to the other grains 
of the crop. 
If grain bearing smut spores is used for seed the spores germinate with the 
seed and grow up within the wheat plants and the crop is again smutty. 
It is important, therefore, that these smut spores be destroyed before the . 
-seed is sown, and the best way to do this is to treat the seed with a solution of blue- : 
stone of formalin. , ; 
Bluestone should be in the proportion of one pound to ten gallons of water. 
Formalin, one ounce to one gallon of water. / | 
Seed may be sprinkled or dipped, but every grain should be thoroughly wet. 
If seed is very smutty it should not be sown, as efficient treatment of it is Ke 
impossible. 
Prevention is better than cure, and it is easier to keep the farm clean if you 
begin clean. 


To make this more effective it was thought advisable to have rs 
these things impressed on the minds of the children in the schools 
in the country, and with this end in view the Education Depart- 
ment very kindly consented to act in co-operation, which they did 
by sending supplies of the circular to every school in the province, 
with instructions that they be used supplementary to the text books 
in those classes which were taking up agriculture. The Education 
Department also very kindly assisted in wrapping and mailing these. : 

About the beginning of July the first regular field inspection was y 
made in the districts in which stink weed is found and the general 
inspection followed immediately after. This was carried on during 
the months of July and August, and in some cases into September. 


When on their rounds last year the inspectors took care to re 
inform all parties interested that stringent measures would be taken | A 
another season to enforce The Noxious Weeds Act if necessary, ~ eae 


and this year it was considered better in several cases to allow the | 4: 
law to take its course than to go on threatening and allowing Aaa 
neglected farms to become a menace to the surrounding district. Re 
This was particularly necessary in that stretch of country south “bal 
‘ of Leavings and stretching from the Rocky Mountains to the eastern 3 ig 
boundary of the province, because there the prevailing weeds are a 
tumbling mustard, tumble weed, Russian thistle and Canada thistle, _ | oe 
all of which are plants notorious for producing great quantities ; 
7 of seed and for being easily distributed by the wind. Unless one 
3 has been through that country and has been familiar with it for 
several years, it is difficult to realize how rapidly these weeds are 
spreading and to what a lamentable extent they already have ob- 
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tained a footing in the country. The writer spent nearly two months 
driving throughout that portion of the province in the fall of 1905 


and there were not enough Russian thistles and tumbling mustards_ 


to be noteworthy. Tumble weed was there in great quantities 
and this was reported to the Department of Agriculture at Regina. 
It would seem that these weeds had been introduced in quantities 
in seed from Kansas during the introduction of the Kansas turkey 
red wheat to Spring Coulee, because west of that point there are 
few or none of these plants seen, whereas every farm on the road 
east is full of both. One place, near Grassy Lake about halfway 
between Lethbridge and Medicine Hat, the land of which had been 
sod five weeks before was found to be completely covered with tum- 
bling mustard and Russian thistle, and it would seem that the whole 
surface of the prairie for a considerable distance is sprinkled with 
the seeds of those weeds. Another place near Stirling which cost 
$10 to clean in the fall of 1906, took no less than $60 this year. It 
will thus be seen that it had become highly necessary to take steps 
to destroy these weeds and employ severe measures if need be. The 
inspectors in these districts were, therefore, instructed to proceed 
with severity after due warning had been given, and to strengthen 
their hands and make the work-more effective the writer spent as 
much time as possible in these districts. In accordance with this 
policy there were 20 prosecutions, about fourteen of these being 
in the districts above mentioned. Everyone of these cases but 
two were won by the department and in the two cases it was proved 
that the land did not belong to the parties summoned. The fines 
exacted were not large, ranging from $1 up to $10, although in some 


’ cases the costs amounted to a considerable sum. 


During the year about 19,500 farms were examined and the 
inspectors worked an average of 27 days, the shortest period being 
five and the longest 81. Two thousand one hundred and forty- 
nine notices to destroy weeds were served besides those given ver- 
bally and 1,500 men carried out instructions to the satisfaction of 
the inspectors. 

It was found necessary for the department to destroy the weeds 


on 37 places at a total cost of $1,405, of which $263.30 have been - 


refunded, leaving a balance of: $1,141.70 against 23 places. $57 
were paid for destroying weeds on abandoned homesteads and $25 
on Government fireguards. About $300 of the remainder will pro- 
bably be readily recoverable as the parties owing it live in Canada. 
The other amounts are against people living in the United States, 
speculators, ete. - 


PROSECUTIONS FOR NEGLECTING TO DESTROY NOXIOUS WEEDS. 


Three cases against large corporations. 

‘Ten cases against speculators and absentees. 

Seven cases against bona fide farmers. | 

One case against elevators for allowing matter containing seeds 
of noxious weeds to be outside their premises. 


One case against a merchant for having seed containing seeds 


of noxious weeds in his possession for sale. 


Two cases for neglect to destroy weeds were lost asthe parties 
summoned proved non-ownership. 


These prosecutions have had a most salutary effect, and after 


a case or two in a district it was usually fairly easy to persuade’ 


people to destroy their weeds, and there will probably be less trouble 


another year., In all cases the prosecutions foreneglect were only 
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undertaken after repeated warnings, and I would suggest that in 
future all cases of weeds that readily stray outside the fields they 
belong to, such as Russian thistle, Canada thistle, tumbling mustard 
and tumble weed, should be dealt with promptly. Ten days is long 
enough to allow any man in which to destroy his weeds and it should 
not be forgotten that the industrious farmer who is doing his best 
to keep the weeds in check is looking to the department to protect 
him from his neighbour who, through carelessness or laziness, is 
allowing his weeds to spread. . 
_. I would like to suggest that the names of Blue Lettuce, Lactuca 
pulchella, L., Cockle Bur, Xanthiwm strumarium, L., and Perennial 
; a Thistle, Sonchus arvensis, D.C., be added to the noxious weeds 
We Ast: 
, Blue lettuce is a native of the province and seems to flourish 
under cultivation and in some places is spreading very rapidly. 
It is a perennial plant and difficult to get rid of, and as the seeds 
are readily carried by the wind in the same way as thistle down 
it is important that its further spread be checked. 
Cockle bur has made its appearance in some of the towns in 
the south and on the banks of some of the irrigation canals. It 
has already proved itself a very harmful weed in some of the irri- 
gated sections of the United States. I, therefore, believe it will be 
greatly to the advantage of the province to have it placed on the 
list of noxious weeds. a 
Perennial sow thistle has been described as the worst weed 
that was ever found in any country and it is well worthy of this 
_ character. It spreads very rapidly. There are towns in Manitoba 
where it was almost unknown three years ago and now nearly every 
- farm in the vicinity is overrun with it. Its roots are persistent 
like those of Canada thistle and the blue lettuce, and it bears a large 
~ number of flowers, each of which produces many seeds which are 
blown over the country by means of a. pappus. There are, so far 
as has been reported, only eight places in the province where this 
' plant is found. There are only small patches at each place, but, 
- as the law stands at present, the department has no power to compel 
the destruction of these weeds, and it is highly important that. this 
plant be placed on the noxious weeds list to insure its being kept 
in check. 


f 


i INJURIOUS INSECTS. 


I am very pleased to report that there has been no serious attack 
of injurious insects in any part of the province this year. As was 
anticipated the parasites on the sugar beet web worm, assisted per- 
haps by the severity of the winter, seem to have entirely Sr tay 
the larve of this pest and there was no attack on the beets ee 
The cut worms which were so common in 1906 on the grain fields 
were almost unheard of this year, and very little damage was done. 


ArcH. MITCHELL, 
Chiej Inspector of Weeds. 





~ 





- 





98 DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


4—REPORT OF THE CHIEF GAME AND FIRE GUARDIAN. 


Sir,—I have the honour to submit herewith my report for 
the year 1907 in matters pertaining to the protection of game and 
the prevention of prairie fires. 


I.—PROTECTION OF GAME. 


In making my second annual report it is pleasing to say that 
the game laws have been enforced during the year better than for- 
merly,although the first three months of the year was a period of 
inaction to some extent as far as the enforcement of The Game Ordi- 
nance of the North-West Territories was concerned owing to the pres- 
ent Game Act being then under discussion and finally adopted by 
the Legislature. A few minor convictions occurred during this time, 
the only one of importance personally investigated being a complaint 
from the settlers of the Medicine Valley regarding the illegal killing 
of deer by a party: who evaded arrest by leaving for the United States. . 
The guardian at the Elk Island Park, whose services were retained 
during nine months of 1906 and five months of 1907 and who gave 
his attention to the protection of game not only in the Park but 
through a large stretch of country surrounding it, has now accepted 
service under the Dominion Government in connection with the care 
of the buffalo located at this park. This leaves the district which 
he formerly attended to without any special protection other than 
that given by the local guardians and the R.N.W.M.P. 


GENERAL NOTES ON GAME. 


Ducks were first observed during the last week in March and 
they appeared to be very numerous owing to the fact that in many 
parts the lakes and sloughs were not free from ice on account of 
the lateness of the season. They consequently congregated in 
large numbers where any open water was to be found. Later in the 
season they moved farther north and thus ‘became more evenly 
distributed. When the season opened on the 23rd of August they 
did not appear to be as plentiful as was anticipated in the spring. 
However, in the outlying districts it is claimed that they were as 
numerous as formerly. 


Prairie Chicken and Partridge-—Reports received from dif- 
ferent parts of the province lead me to believe that in the eastern 
portions prairie chicken are reasonably plentiful, but in the western 
parts they are seldom seen. Partridge also continue to be very 
scarce. ‘The continued scarcity of these birds is due to a greater 
or less extent to unfavourable breeding seasons as well as to the 
prevalence of large numbers of coyotes and lynx. These pests no 
doubt have been feeding on them to a greater extent than formerly — 
owing to a scarcity of rabbits which undoubtedly form the greater 
part of their diet when it is possible to get them. 

There have been complaints from the district through which 
the line of the G.T.P. is now being built as to the killing of prairie — 








chicken by settlers and others, and one or two prosecutions followed 
near Holden. It is to be hoped that the lesson will have the neces- —__ 
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/. sary effect in that immediate locality, 
, whatever is given to this most useful and popular game bird at any 
season of the year. These conditions exist to a greater or less extent | 


all through the eastern portion of the province north of the Red Deer 
river. | 


but farther east no protection 


Black Tailed Deer.—It is known that black tailed deer have 
been seen and are becoming more plentiful in many localities where 


they have not been observed for years. 


Moose and Caribou.—Moose also are reported plentiful in some 
districts. This may be due to their having been driven from the 
north by the great numbers of timber wolves which are reported 
to exist in that country. 

The absence of snow during the open season for deer, moose 

__ and caribou prevented the killing of as many as would have occurred 

. otherwise, and although requests were made from different localities ey) 

_ to have the season for big game extended until the 15th of December et: 

; on the chance of a fall of snow which would make stalking much re 

‘x easier and give the sportsman a better chance of securing his limit, ig 

it was decided that the season was quite long enough and that the 
game was entitled to the protection given it by the season. 


‘ Elk.—No elk have been reported killed during the year but 
- complaints have been made as to the killing of mountain sheep 
; in that portion of the mountains lying directly west of Edmonton 

and south as far as the Yellow Head Pass. | 





Antelope.—During the first three days of the open season for 
antelope I visited the country in the vicinity of Brooks Station, 
|! and north of the C.P.R., for the purpose of studying conditions 
in connection with these animals. It was reported that they had ' <a 
suffered greatly during the severe past winter. It was found that ar 
_ they were not as plentiful as formerly. The country in which they 
range is open and free of brush and their ability to evade the close 
approach of the hunter, together with a proper enforcement of the 
present provisions of The Game Act, will give all the protection 
necessary for a few years at least. Under present conditions there 
‘is no reason why they should not increase until such times as they 
are crowded out by settlement. Many of these animals were driven 
south of the main line of the C.P.R. by the severe storms of last 
winter and the closing of the openings in railway fences through this 
section of the country prevented large numbers of these animals 
from returning north. Several convictions were secured by game 
a guardians and the R.N.W.M.Police through this district which, 
‘if properly followed up, will undoubtedly have a good effect in pre- a 
venting future infringements of the game laws. ; ae 





7 INDIANS IN RELATION TO GAME. 
oe a 
a The Indians have not been as troublesome marae ot no 
a «| rom ety, 
doubt to having been watched more closely than formerly f Le 
reports received it appears that they have failed to secure as muc 7 “te 
game as in former seasons when the snowfall was greater and came os’ 
earlier in'the season. A band of Stoney Indians at Morley appeared | a 
' in the Pincher Creek district in the month of September apparently Mai 
for the purpose of going into the mountains for ee mime 
; f at instructions were forwarae e R.N.W.M. 
_. butit was reported that instruct ; 
~ bu BE aA er ey might. 
" Police to send them back to the reserve In order that they mig 
put up hay before receiving their treaty money. 
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When payment of treaty money was made on this reserve on 
the 9th day of October a personal visit was made to them and with 
the assistance of Mr. D. McDougall, who thoroughly understands 
the language as well as the Indian character, the provisions of The 
Game Act were explained. Later these Indians, to the number 
of 58, purchased residents’ big game licenses before going on their 
annual hunt, thereby eomplying with the provisions of section 15 
of the Act. This course will be pursued with all the different tribes » 
at the time of treaty payment, as at no other time of the year is it 
possible to get them all together. 


GAME A VALUABLE ASSET. 


During 1908 the department will be brought face to face with 
the question of the protection of all kinds of game to the west of 
Edmonton and especially along the line of railway «construction.. 
It will be necessary in order that the game in this district may be 
protected to provide for the sending of at least two men into that 
country on permanent patrol. This country being new and sparsely 
settled to a greater or less extent it would hardly be expected that 
one man could accomplish much. : 

_ Under the protection afforded by a proper enforcement of the 
game laws it will be possible to preserve the game in the mountains 
and the foothills for all time, because this is a natural breeding ground 
for all kinds of game and fur-bearing animals. It will be in the in-- 
terests of the province to take the necessary steps for their preser- 
vation, as this rugged and mountainous country will never be 
of any value other than for the production of timber, minerals, 
game and fur-bearing animals. Since the Dominion Government _ 
has declared a large section of this country a forest reserve, I would 
recommend that the hunting and trapping therein of all kinds of 
animals be prohibited. — ; 

The big game, game birds and fur-bearing animals constitute 
one of the greatest assets of the province and should receive such 
protection as would of a certainty cause an increase in their num- 
bers. If the game is worth protecting it is ~worth protecting well. 
If allowed to decrease the sportsman is liable to turn his attention’ 
to useful birds. The extermination of these would result in an © 
increase in the vermin, worms and insects which destroy farm crops 
and other vegetation. Under proper protection all game will in- 
crease, the useful birds will multiply in numbers and the fur-bearing 
animals be preserved. The natural result will be an increase in far- 
mers’ crops on account of the destruction of noxious insects and | 
vermin by the game and useful birds; the trappers’ and fur-traders’ 
business will continue to prosper, and indirectly the whole province 
will benefit thereby. | 

~The systematic protection of game will indirectly prove of great 
benefit to the farmer and be the means of developing hitherto un- 
thought of resources. Anglers, sportsmen and parties in search. 
of pleasure and health, bring considerable money into a country 
which has attractions in the form of scenery, mountain climbing, 
hunting, fishing, and photography for the party with the kodak. 
They furnish employment of various kinds. They require board — 
and lodging, and this can often be had at farm houses to the mutual. 
advantage of each. This will provide home markets for milk, but-— 
ter, eggs, poultry, fruit and vegetables, and would render possible | 


the maintenance of improved railroad and telephone service in 
rural districts. ; “ree aie 
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An illustration of what is being accomplished in this respect 


in the State of Maine may be of interest. In 1904 the license fees 


collected from non-residents visiting the state to hunt big game 
amounted to $25,365.00. The reports show that 1,942 guides were 
registered who were employed altogether 87,785 days and earned 
at a fair estimate $3.50 per day, or a total of $307,247.50. In 1902 
the Commission of Inland Fisheries and Game made a careful in- 
vestigation of the numbers of non-residents who visited Maine out- 
side the seaside resorts and the amount of money they spent in 
the state. These figures showed that in the summer of that year 


the number of non-resident visitors was 133,885, that their presence | 


gave employment to 1,401 men and boys and to 2,564 women 
and girls whose wages amounted to $267,934.00. The amount spent 
for railway fares and incidental expenses was not reported but the 
expenditure for board alone amounted to $1,371,201.00. The per- 
manent financial benefit thus derived by the state from non-resident 
travel has been summarized by Senator W. P. Frye as follows: 

‘‘TIn all times of business depressions and distress, financial 
panics and consequent unemployment of labour, so seriously affect- 
ing the country, the State of Maine has suffered much less than any 
other state in the American Union, mostly if not entirely due 
to the large amount of money left with us by the fishermen, the sum- 
mer tourist, and the fall hunters, the seeker after change, rest and 

-recreation.’’ ; 


REVENUE FROM GAME. 


The people of this province should benefit by the protection 


of game not only indirectly but directly by insisting on a revenue 
from those sources which are at present being monopolized by a very 
small percentage of the population. In this connection it is sug- 
gested that a license be imposed on every person who hunts, traps, 
or deals in the flesh or skins of any game or fur-bearing animal whether 
protected or not. At present 95% of the people who derive no 
- direct benefit from the protection of game and fur-bearing animals 
are paying 95% of the cost of protection, while 5%. of the people 
are receiving all the benefit from the protection of game and fur- 


bearing animals and bearing only 5% of the cost of the same. It. 


is only of late years that means have been adopted whereby the cost 
of protecting game shall be borne by those benefited thereby. Only 
a very small percentage of the population. of any country devote 
any time to hunting and the great majority, therefore, object to 
having public funds expended, to any extent, for this purpose. The 
opposition to the imposition of a hunter’s license, therefore, comes 
- in all cases from those who are benefitting by game protection in 
order that they may enjoy themselves at the expense of the whole 
country. The game should be considered as one of the assets of 
the country and should not be killed or taken unless the party so 
doing has contributed a fair sum for the privilege, and in order that 
it be not exterminated this privilege should be restricted accord- 
a What is being done in other places towards securing a revenue 
from game and fur-bearing animals will no doubt be of interest. 
The State of Maine derives $60,000.00 yearly from the sale of licenses 


to fur dealers and trappers. The following table will give some | 


idea of the direct revenue from game in a number of States of the 


- _-Union and in the Provinces of Canada, as well as the salaries paid 
game guardians: 
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VOTE FOR 
PROTECTION OF GAME REVENUE 
STATE OR PROV. or SALARIES. 
1905 * 1906 1907 1905 1906 | ~1907 
Wamitoba. cet. act Be alah el || Oe aa eee $3,050 ec SG2200 vie. eae te een 
NeBrinswickioct kets) 2k Sa ee 7,642 1.5 RR Eee eek ee eee 
COVGATIOM St uis Sneed $13,9300), aaa 11; 190, 4.025;6204) i Ree oe 
SASK ALCHEWATL inh onr acti las see $0,000) Ick ak Maree ace ee S$. DOOM ae oat 
PRL OTGAR erat cle oko. 2,000 2,200 Zot 378 3,046 ele ne 
CSGLOTACO Te tecy foe i eee 20,371 19,364 yn, ae 35,115 | $1,800 
MAA ken eels Leta) See ca eal eee 15,709 28870501 xe 1,800 
Tinos. #4 se: al: 6g ese SBE GN aaa a a aan 120,873 hire. eae ered eee 2,500 
ATG ATE: Adee, x's |) aloes eatak hen eee 13 2007) 4.2) :keadeeeee 1,200 
a NSaStie wise 2 Santee eel ema 10/0007) 342, 000 Mia. 5 os ol ae, come 1,500 
IM Wit) nv oesh 1a maimed Mr acct ri We 23 Nea Re anil le PDE a aes hen ote ea |S otk rea 2,000 
' Minnesota...... $45,790 | 49,60 35;000° |) 18,8614 1 22:233 71225000 2,500: 
Missouri jos <4] unley wa Oke eed AT CAD) Bee poles Nts Re 2,000: 
Mortem Go. shai] ce ec hn eget ee SQ, OS fiteeh eae lal co. oe nae 2,400 
INGe ares ea sepeity cite ah os ol Coane ee 20,652 Dele Neary aa. 17,262 1,500: 
Oregon oe a] ot Foe ee hia eee oe ee TOVSOG Wee Laat. 21,891 1,200 
Washington 4 | 0... 6R05) Von ee DO 27 LI a9 eG nee 2,000 
WiSCGNsiniss #2 sc) see, eet dl eee oe 100; 0005134743) Bea 100,000 1,800° 
WivOntin ge = toh tet epee: LOSGAL a hanten 4,604 sp 1G. B07 oles tee etd: 1,500 
Californian 2 ois: 5a:913.| 57,0015) nee 53;0.13H "D7,00L, | 1p, 000 Soa ede 
Maine Gant yatta Seren uaa 60,000 5 caret eet *60,000 | OO o0 
Massachusetts iie|s seh. hs eee 52,225 81 in hb sy Nolet San ee Lae a ea eae 
Wer nrOritt weds) ah Lae ce eae eee 9,600 | a5 Seek) te aie 12,000 1,000 
Oie ty te ieee nal cae 18,000" |e rete eee 300 1,500 
New EY OTKen.chs. | Wace Pelee 12, O00. ae ee ee 27,000 5,000 
Alabama 3. 2.. f2'" sdetask Poo. Cate PY Sr oe amet een a 2,500 


*This revenue is derived from fur-bearing animals. 


NUMBER AND VALUE OF THE ANNUAL FUR CATCH. 

The following is a table showing the number of skins of fur- 
bearing animals, bought, sold, and bartered for in the province during 
the year ending May 31st, 1907. ‘These figures were compiled from 
returns made by the dealers throughout the province as required 
under section 31 of The Game Act. These figures are not as com- 
plete as they would have been had the dealers known beforehand 
that this return would be necessary. It was new legislation and 
the Act was assented to on March 15th, 1907, just three months. 
before the returns were due at this office. No doubt the dealers, 
now they are aware that it is necessary to make these returns yearly, 


‘will keep a more complete record. 
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A Rerurn SHOWING THE NUMBER AND VALUE or THE Fur Catcu. 


FROM WHOLESALE | 




















; FROM SMALL DEALERS DEALERS & EXPORTERS 
No. of |AVERAGE TOTAL No. of TOTAL 
SKINS VALUE VALUE SKINS . VALUE 
ekg eu e595 LES VRB ee eagd hie roi KORA Canara aun ate 
eee CK ie Uke TS 285 12.44 3,545.86 TG60: | fee ee 
Os Oe See 83 7.24 601.50 Va eae vo Sir 
MMC AT OTIZZ yew so 2. 28 19.00 532.00 AAD aut se hk 
PE eh ee ae ta, 441 5.63 245.00 ROO? Soy e ee e 
SOS es 750 5.00 3,750.00 Dy OU 1) | asd see 
Coyote. 11/5025) 5 017 PA O602 065 Hn es OGD aI ata pgs 
Peto anche <. L.. 44 6.03 265.50 Bla Meh cules, galt sali 
Se rOsse AU Se). Boe 3 Ss te TT OR 50 ThO7 4s ea ewe 
O05 02 Re ae an Litts| POAT A GSU 7502 4 bee a ee ae 
Le S54 ect Re) ae rr ZAG el Vos L 24,909.00 CY Meas ile coe a 
Ce kk 12,511 "|; Rb Ba IE 7e.O1l 801) 240/600 emer. © ue 
LOPS ee th ea nr P1273 On 72 Sek LOD GLA OO de, 24s ener a Gains 
Otter =o Let eee rr 472 8.69 4,105.50 AZo ee a ee ae 
CENT Se ea a 8,053 oBUS 40,683.15 PGR AAG hs oh ae BOY, 
RiGek rata) ote ei. fo. 159,661 al? SOT Go ml. 833 ay ee one 
Ac dL (CE 2) oe alias a ae 1 “20 QO ae ee a a eee 
“oe A OS ee 4,189 4 3; P17. 60 3, OT Atl or ORE 
ANE ra 3,256 76 Dd OG A 5 40 | Umea) eae eae 
Wolverine..... 451 DOr 1,159.65 BAG I oC ae ee a: 
inn rs ey 4 65 6.95 452.00 O22 iia! AN Re 
LoS CUS 357 ae OL 897.50 SLU Pinar ada weirs bike 
ROO Ere ee Che 9.76 LOG EDO nies Ae leh Meter aie pe 
atlewee yye ote eh 4 5.00 ZO LOO" 1c eed ees (eke te meet ee wet 
$325,531.34 $564,424.08 © 
Okon Tg Bae ee. eR $889,955.42. 


BRANDING GAME HEADS. 


~The first work under the new Game Act was that dealing with 
the branding of game heads as required under section 11. This 
was commenced in the month of May and applications to have heads 
branded are being received continually. The provision which you 
were good enough to make for a refund of the fees for branding 
game heads acquired previous to the passing of the present Act 
has proven to be a good and just move, as it thereby prevented 
the imposition of a hardship on persons who had acquired -game 
heads previous to the 15th of March, 1907, the date on which the 
‘provisions of the new Act came into force. The total number of 
heads branded during the eight months of 1907 was 611. These 


were made up as follows: 


Wiomtaie sHeep.,. -= 2... +5 216 Mountain goats.............62 

EN OND: doy vg etek 41 Modseu. 5/02 Cane eee eee ea 39 

a ine aly. wee 16 Déeret ees eS Ms HC, 2s 142 
Amtolope. yi: cic. Ral. op mien a 95 


LICENSES ISSUED. 

Owing to the absence of snow during the season for big game 
there were not as many licenses sold as would have been the case 
‘otherwise. From reports which have been received up to and in- 


+m eluding the 31st day of December last there have been issued as | 


follows: 
ae 
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5 ’ 
Residents’ big.game licenses... .)-m saucy chtaeha ee ee “1... 446 : 
Trappers’ licenses :). 5° ss. rae ne wee hee eee Pee 
Guides’ Hcenses.0. 0.5 6.00% “ybip ua BOR ais Geran ae ene 6 
Game dealers’ licenses ... . . oe oe SY aA odie e tate Cog Nera San aE 12 
Permits to export...... LEAS ATS ct Lon ee oe 15 
General game licenses. /. 1... ns ee ee 4 
Guests’ permits. 3. S02 7 ge 25 
Camp helpers’ licenses?) 725° jcu 7 mittens bye ats a eee ee 1 
Permits to colleetit .2c5 oS) jae ee 6 


W 
rk et aay i 
pape Se herr el| 


Subsection 2 of Section 19 of The Game Act provides as fol- 
lows: ; 

‘(Hach resident to whom a big game license shall have been 
issued in any year shall, immediately after the close of the open season 
for the killing or taking of the animals mentioned in Section 4 of 
this Act, return the license issued to him to the Department of Ag- 
riculture accompanied by an affidavit sworn before a justice of the 


peace, or a commissioner for taking affidavits, or a game guardian, ~ 


showing the number of animals killed or taken by him during the 
period mentioned in such license.’’ . 

The returns received under this section show that the following 
big game has been killed by residents who purchased big game licenses: 


Deer... ota shin ot aoe eee 59 Anivelupe;e ct os ab oe oa gece 49 
4 


As a great number of those who purchased residents’ big game 
licenses have failed to return them with the necessary affidavit, 
the above figures will undoubtedly show a small proportion only 
of the number of animals killed. As the requirements of this sec- 
tion become more generally known these returns will be forwarded 
more promptly. It will then be possible to form some*idea as to 
the amount of game being killed each year. . 


MONEYS COLLECTED. 


The amount of money collected under The Game Act during 
1907 is shown as follows: 


Branding of 611 game heads................ ee $2,158.00 
Permits ‘to collects, 1 ois Gece eee eee oS ee eee 65.00 
Permits to export: 1.5 5). Coane eee eee ee 171.00 
Game dealers? licenses... 450.499 SHR Seantt eg) eee 120.00. 
Camp helpers’ Licenses nus sora eisen sass «ea eens 2.50 
Guides’ liceneés esis, < Veer aew ee pen 1 Rs ce eee 30.00 
Trappers: licetigess cn. son eee it Oe 40.00 
General game licensess 7. ieee et A 93.00 
Residents’ big wame licenses ivan. ri Lc) eae, eee 1,115.00 
From fines imposed since June 1, 1907.............. 154.00 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF A GAME GUARDIAN. 


The protection of game in the province is not as satisfactory 
as I would like to see it, because of the fact that game guardians 


receive no remuneration for their services. They are expected - 


to give their services free of charge for the protection of one of the 
assets of the province. They are not only subjected to a loss of 


time while investigating complaints, but loss of money as well while __ 
paying their own expenses in connection with prosecutions and 
postage. Other voluntary officers of the Government are furnished’ 
every year with a book or periodical, but the game guardian receives Soe 
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‘nothing. In the event of it being necessary to report or prosecute 
his neighbour for infringing the provisions of The Game Act he 
renders himself liable to loss by destruction of property. In many 
cases guardians are even afraid to remonstrate with friends or neigh- 
bours for fear of being burned out. This is not as it should be, as me 
every portion of the province where game is to be found should | eo: 
be patrolled by guardians appointed specially for the purpose and Late 
who should not be subject to any local influence. 

In order that the situation may be more clearly understood 





ee 
| 


my 
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." are 


the following remarks on the responsibilities, powers and duties ae 
of game guardians are given: ; a 
| The office of ‘‘game guardian’’ (Western Canada), ‘‘game ee 
warden’’ (Hastern Canada and parts of the United States), or ‘‘game va 
commissioner,’’ ‘‘game inspector,’’ or ‘‘game protector,’’ or what- Oi 
ever name may be used by any state or province to designate the es 
officer or officers whose duty it is to enforce the laws framed for the | ay. 
protection of game, is entirely a matter of choice. The term ‘‘game ae 
guardian’’ has been adopted by the Provinces of Alberta, Sask- ek 
atchewan and Manitoba, and as the Dominion Government designates es 
certain of its fishery officers by the term fishery guardians, I shall a 
confine myself.to this term. The enforcement of all laws pertaining an 
to the protection of game and fish was considered for many years “Sala 
to be the duty of police officers, constables and sheriffs. This system ef, 


~~ 
¢ 


- did not effectively protect the game hence the creation of the office 
of game guardian. : 

The first record of the appointment of a special officer for the 
protection of game and for the enforcement of game laws in America 
appears to have been made by the legislature of Maine in 1852 when 

-a moose warden was appointed. Between 1878 and 1888 ten states 
created a state office or department charged with the enforcement 
of the game laws. Since then the progress has been very rapid 
in this respect and to-day there is scarcely a State in the Union 
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remuneration given to wardens in many states. 

In this province under The Game Ordinance of the N.W.T. 
the only remuneration given to guardians was to allow them half 
the fine if applied for by them before the close of the trial. This was 
discontinued by the new Game Act of the Legislature of 1907 and 
euardians are now expected to give their services without any re- 
muneration other than the constable fees to which they are entitled 
in the event of a conviction being secured, otherwise they are often (anaes 
out of pocket as well as loss of time. The duties of a game guardian ~ ae 
are in many respects very similar to those of other preventive officers. 
They differ in one respect however,—the guardian must not wait 
for others to discover offences against the game laws but must take 
action himself, must search out violations, find. the evidence where- 
with to convict, and institute proceedings. This is one of the most ey. 
important reasons why there should be a special officer for the en- ..: 
forcement of the game laws. . 


and not a Province of Canada but what have special officers to enforce ee 
their game laws. : ae 

In the United States those officers who have been appointed ey, 
for the purpose of enforcing the laws respecting the protection of Re 
game command the same respect and are on the same footing as 2 
other officers of the state. The salary attached to the position a 
of State warden ranges from $1,000 to $5,000, and of deputies from ue 
voluntary service to $1,500 a year with expenses. A portion of, rat 
or all of, the fines imposed when a conviction takes place is the only | oe 
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Under conditions which exist in many places it is necessary 
that shipments of game shall be checked. This means much night 
work which becomes very arduous. Many devices are employed 
by shippers who wish to evade the game laws and prevent detection. 
It is, therefore, often necessary for the guardian to play the part 
of detective in order to get the evidence necessary to convict and 
this means that he is subjected to all the perils of such work. Where 
the sale of game is prohibited without a license or otherwise it is 
necessary that the guardian periodically inspect restaurants, hotels 
run on the European plan and butcher shops. He must also check 


up taxidermists, issue hunting licenses and permits, keep account 


of same, and see that all parties found hunting have the necessary 


licenses or permits. The killing of dogs found running deer wher-~ 


ever this is unlawful; the destruction of traps, nets, snares, and 
spring guns, where unlawfully set or placed for the destruction of 
game; the serving of warrants, summoning of witnesses, making 
arrests when found necessary so to-do, constitute a few of the many 
duties which fall to the lot of the game guardian. In many situ- 
ations the guardian’s powers are too limited to give the protection 
necessary for the preservation of game. To make the game laws 
effective he will necessarily at times have to take action not author- 
ized by law, but in every case he must use great discretion and 
exercise good judgment in the discharge of his duty. 

A guardian who realizes the responsibility of his office can do 
much to make the protection of game popular amongst the people 
by showing them the necessity for protection as well as the advantages 
to be derived therefrom. In order to accomplish this he must move 
around amongst people, hearing complaints, giving advice, discussing 
the subject of protection with them and prosecuting parties found 
hunting on enclosed lands without the necessary permission. The 
perils incident to the work of the game guardion may be considered 
as consisting of exposure to inclement weather, travelling through 
unsettled portions of the country, mountain climbing and snow- 
slides in mountainous country. Cases have also occurred where 
guardians have been shot while in the discharge of their duties by 


unscrupulous persons infringing the game laws. In Alberta the 


greatest danger in this respect is where the guardians come in contact 


with the natives or foreigners who make a practice of shooting at. 


every living thing they may come across providing they have a gun 
with them. 

At the beginning of 1907 there were 218 game guardians and 
on January Ist, 1908, there are 251. This makes an increase of 
33 over 1906. Appended is a list of the game guardians during 
1907, arranged according to constituencies as shown from their 
post office addresses: . 


GAME GUARDIANS BY CONSTITUENCIES. 


Banff. 
Johnstone, Geo. W.....:...: Fa Ee Cochrane. 
Reid, Mieo. Ast, Bons Le Re Oe ae erent 
Meiklejon Ra Ws), {atic ea eee eee Cochrane. 
Goddard? Ge Bien oly ee ae oe Cochrane. 
Bevyeredae, iS. Hi Was 45 eee ae Springbank. 
Prager dc AiW ($6001) hee ee eee Jumping Pond 
Skinner, DW: sks Aha eee a ae Lochend. 
Bell, Bi. Tah ong Mak ae ae esis ps barat as Lochend. 
MeDotigall, Dive atone aged tee teas Sn Morley. 
Praser, Aw. iho hee kee Springbank. > 
Hutchinson, Wis want cede ee Big Hill Creek, Cochrane. 
Baptie,Adani' Mos. in ae ane te ae Exshaw. 
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Calgary 7 
Weneeior) Ay Oi! ata. 
Pale Go ee Gaee 
PeeeHanie ele ee a Sayauh: 
15) hs SR IR ea ae ee age gary 
ete Whines ok eee Calgary 
TESS cian | Re i A DL Bp np 62 Calgary. 
Cardston. 
Caldwell, A. A CG 
TURE LE a Si ar Oa ee Rasy aldwell. 
SSS SES LCRORT Fe Oe ie ane ry Kimball. 
Edmonton. 
CULE SES RI cata dee  k E 
Rist ONG, ue non 
ONC ATITE IUG ae a  g WanetS Edmonton. 
tcetme 3 tigt oop 9. Siig Pdinonton 
Pe emeROrvar VW us that. «6. Ae ooh ge EY, Edmonton. 
EET a Edmonton. 
BODE etl Up hr te ie ee Edmonton. 
USSG (6 25 Ao es rr ri eee Edmonton. 
Mer penben WV Eee. ee le ee Fdmonton. 
SUG EON pate p i AE de Ae a l’dmonton. 
Blackburny Bsa F. st... edmonton: 
CCU GONE Cal Die canoe ee on A eT Se Fdmonton 
TR ote t) DO. hE ES Nh Sv tis ne os Aa Edmonton 
: Gleichen. 
LSS VNR add = pe Oe edit eke) RL aa ceed Airdrie. 
reco enn ke) ee ea eee Crossfield. 
ON SGI 0 PS heal Op 2 gt ee fear Roe a Crossfield. 
PD OAs JT Gk OT AG Poa a Rosebud Creek. 
OUEST a en dae Ce aa ee ok Ps Brooks Station. 
22 EES BO ee co ee Rt oe ‘. .Gleichen. 
MGUY LOLS histigenc.. crs 5 teas deeie- dey Gleichen. 
Be COD ALAS held ac wie lhe aN RY tg ns Red Deer, Gleichen. 
ETERS NR, 2828 IE Yl ol he bag ee Red Deer, Gleichen. 
es 0 EE ee eS arn Crossfield. 
High River. 
PMA OS ete se i Gd! ntatane ghar Sta Lineham. 
: Innisfail. 
eee NV mg ke PR Innisfail. 
ngs) 91) San aa ae cP Innisfail. _ 
vale yet el O13 460 00 016 ne ae Se eae: Stauffer, via Innisfail. 
POONER att ats oy FM ie hie Bee os « nih am Knee Hill Valley. 
BUPOTU Ey oer, gk ie AE reat eke Markerville. 
PRIME IW egies f.2. odes roe haem Markerville. 
UAC E Rl a ore piste way wk akegepet hc a Pine Lake. 
BEOENSON Cros fs ws cis 'als ee i Ree i Red Lodge. 
BPEGISOT WEVA fel Li. ols Oh ick Hee sc Cah ae et Red Lodge. 
Chauny, Count L. M. de..7%..........:... Innisfail. 
‘ _ Arnold, Sam...... Soe Aiills, 2M. hk ibe ie npnbdy cents Bowden. 
SE MNT Wess Er 2 Coe ody hierk yo Atlee banned Pine Creek. 5 ROT 
Robinson, W. H..............-..-...---Little Red Deer, Innisfail. 
Lacombe. 
Meme Prermon, W. B., UP. ae Bentley. 
Meme Teich), GSB! e oe sae ee eles Alix. 
Memel ys Welter flim dee ne in onl Alix. 
Gocirey, sidney.u..'..-. 0... ++ ban eee Lacombe. 
POPU Ce sank says em eens = oe ae el ae 
BMERHOI, Wise) eyeing heer oe ae ee ) 
et 6h tey oem ave 1k Re 
on AP Se ce pie pe A 
Bemmritchely, HD. iy... 2s ed ake cain es Se ‘i illow. 
RSTO 3B) iO. oF iii) oe oe ee es 5 i sma 
MEI pletiy ds Fat sae) ley Oe Ray “orshee. 
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Brereton; away ae ee MOR RE 25. ae Valley City. 
Stephens; Kredi: oi cg: n elt aa aeons Lacombe. 
Webb, Jasin yy ec oy: oeumiel Ae ie eee Liberal. 
Barrett, Hoo 44.¢ oe Stettler. 
; Wilson,:Gas. 2. 205 hides i Ne Mer ennryn ys, 6.78) Stettler 
Brady, C:gh iio cer ia ree ae Flagstaff. 
Fereusonish.'9.25) 59sec onto ee Stettler. 
Boyd ply Joi anuj iat ie ee ete Lacombe. 
Smith“ Wittins 2h dees Fe gt eee ame Lockart. 
Garter: J. RAG ae ee ae ee Morningside. 
Pierre de Some vine. Athy cmiiek cana oer Talbot, via Stettler. 
Larose; GeO. sched Cosas, 4 aeateonens Bees Stettler. 
Carritt, J. Chirk. ates Se 8 ene tee Bentley. 
Gray, W. Bij dP tee se ae ee eee Stettler. 
Kent; Jas’ 2.0 25 onsen say ao Nee eee eae Lacombe. 
Leduc. 
Turner, (J) Wi Sugise tii ae A ehay eee eee Leduc. 
Clifford? 3.40 niet 2 ae eee Conjuring Creek. 
Peterson, Nelatiiitvts. oe 2 ee ene Millet. 
Green cP wBGAg it sitet oe eae le caren eee ree ae Bonnie Glen. 
Alpaugh, Bd ¢. Qo hikes bs cee ere Conjuring Creek. 
Young, Re Gees ete nh rere Millet. 
Pithouse, Hu iGiavee cee cc eee New Sarepta. 
Bush; A> Rncaek coin ine te, 0 nee eee Leduc. 
McCauley 2D iialat. Geom & coe see eee Leduc. 
Sanders, Nels iin, Hauke se. Seah eee Ohrnville. 
Blades; Wi-P'scek. <2 hae oe ee ae Leduc. 
Erwin, J Ong. Sve ae. ees Ledue. 
O'Mara: Fo. os banca © midin Gea emer ane O’ Mara. 
Blackwood, Chas. 4s.005, 52. .4) 4 eee eee Telfordville. 
Hudson, Wri sh seat he ena Buford. 
Lethbridge. 
Case; Ao. st pes ce kan a eee Lethbridge. 
Withers): PistPi gh 0 Gals eee Lethbridge. 
Macleod. 
Lyndon, Wii. pa ee ie i ee Lyndon. 
Roberts,-Rix? ) 2 3282 pate eee Macleod. 
Bagley, Trans. tof jose eee eee Meadow Creek. 
Pearson Gram, Cra,0o< feet Ee ee Stand Off. 
Medicine Hat. 
Brigos): Chas irate - cena Lae teas ean eee ees Graburn. 
Rutherford: Wink a wasay eee tee Hera: Strathmartin. 
MUTA y, <ROGLt pic no ferc Namen Menon eco a ee eye, Seven Persons. 
FROME OM das = cee ki Senet ees ogee Josephsburg. 
Bray,i0s) Tone acheter hcteee Cetin. re ema Medicine, Hat. 
Peace River. ‘ 
McDonald’ Duncan oe ties ou ee ee Dunvegan. 


Gaudet, John P 


English, W. 
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Jones, Robt 
Lambert, Wm. John 


Shannon, Wesley 
Hillier, Ernest 
Hughson, A 


Miller, C. B 
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_ Porter, Geo 
Garrault, L 
Jackson, G. 
Brown, Jno 


Clarkson, R. B 
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. .Pincher Creek.. 


Peace River Crossing. 
Spirit River. — 
Grand Prairie. 
Fort Vermilion. — 
Fort Vermilion. 


Twin Butte. 
Twin Butte. 
Lundbrek. 
Cowley. 
Livingstone. 
Livingstone. — 
Pincher Creek. 
Blairmore. i 


Pincher Creek. His 
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y f oe 
r ; 4 "hi ‘ 
2 Ponoka ae 
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; OA MRE ce eA i el Lewisville. mee. 
PGT OL GAs Oh us fd oe Manfred. ‘ a 
; I, A RELISIRS Decent ORF ee Whitebrush. tae: 
Pisme, COU tee oor i) ss) A. g pacts Ponoka. ay <> 
ins pel sarees Daan da). ie bad A bo dorac eye Ponoka .: 
; PUREE: MRA acs ha eee Ponoka. oe 
ae Aeron Later ah ih Gina RA akc ea ete Bluff Centre. ~ ae 
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f Red Deer. of i 
| Sybase See ee en ae Hillsdown a 
+ Molec chien uh oy eee gee Evarts. = : a 
a Pipiereem Orval: eta pa bee 5. oes ee ay Trenville. ; ey >, 
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o VEINS TOY aon Weems e+ hong Satan pee na gee apne Red Deer. Tie 
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‘ "ELON Ok ETE GIr au ial, Malini ane ately Aad Eo Red Deer ~ a 
ie Bie tana ae reer oes af Red Deer ‘oe 
Pialince Jose pi (thea: jb omieaa oe Red Deer ee 
| a CeeCL OUI AVY ca, VV, enc den aces bch aka ere ake Ewing reo 
‘ : hein 
Rosebud : fi i | 
Ree liiesrce AWK Nor tt Casa Se Didsbury Be 
Sire ah) eee teg he ea ae mane OM ORME a Pet ere a Dog Pound. | Mees 
Prete Phos. tee a, Se Sa A cel». Hagle Hill verge fay? 
aa a hiss) ER Ante SAN Maleate ga mRsa 2 -oc8t Trochu Valley. Bae 
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+h. ? Thomson, Ex Vemone(. (0.2 .4)0.0 4 sDog Pound: :. ae 
By. ; ERE at Esmee LIOL) by. Pete. ORR. a cra) Pi ase tabtaed ote Carstairs. nui 
brs: St. Albert. ae 
Bae t 4 Milsons SROs An. esate? Sa ERG Beis Kdison. reg 
e aera ai ls Rela aatad at nies dra indeald i= ged Beet Lac la Nonne, via St. Albert. oe. 
eet Ginter lhos: ARG Gey ta ck tials whee bare ett ee. 
; Catatrate, Cammiule tc. s> tye es ia Meth eae illeneuve. ee i 
Helin, Patrick 22a 8, tec got & sly 04 3. soir St. Albert. oT ae 
take Noyes (Wallace. PAA es Mane koe St. Albert ve 
‘ Witzeorald, Wii. fee. 3 St. Albert Ray. 
MacGillycuddy, Vi J.20. 0.0.5... eee, St. Albert 
e CTO Ag d OV ARR hk nee ea Clyde. 
b- Re es heart Se veres AEE GS Sion. ; 
4 ayea, Octave... esi. suo pe ds as Lac la Nonne, Sion P.O. 
$ Stoney Plain. 
r. “aa ee Cs true te pee es ae tk te Winterburn. ? 
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foe PEW hite piberry,. . ij. 6 Ade Svan ale Rae Ee Wabamun 
ae Baer hielde, Ws 1k: my. ile bo' pee ng aR Wabamun 
Sit is Hutchart, Be...) co ae eae el ae Inga. Ny: iy 
hal, ot. SR, a EES RE Dc SN Spruce Grove. eh 
Mo . Sutherland, G..... es. 0.62.0. .ee eee Wale oe rie ; 
peewig i gle: FR Tk 1 ah eee eae ove. 
ud, Debord: EAL WOT ebed. csaihe'n ee rene ae Stony Plain. | . 
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Mason, Wm 
Florence, A. 
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Sturgeon. 


Regie coc PR ae welt oh Astleyville. 


ide we te ae te oan ae Bon Accord. 
Be res ae Se One ae 


Trotter, J: Roe: . 6) hs ee Sturgeonville. 
Millivan: JNO.) s/s sh ieee New Lunnon. 


Russell, Jno 


Athabasca Landing. 


Pratt Gif Plo ke ein 3 ae ae ee Lamoureux 
Melaughlin, G0) Sete ee ae Namao, 
June rRobts.. 2k ste: eee eee Namao 
Bailey, Res oer Fee ce ee Namao. 
Hdmonton, Jnesare 25sec. eee Two Lakes. 
WhHitelay,,.Wimn. ce 9 ee ee Landing Road, Athabasca Lig. 
Strathcona 
Quebec) H..M jo tea a ate a 5. yee Clover Bar. 
Pllettyh Sicsitice <Seeiae a ak ooo ee Ellerslie. — 
Inketer, Jag: obras Scan ey ne eee ‘, . Strathcona. 
Currie, Chas’. 7... WES Nae Yo Ae, Strathcona. 
Grunmeéti De :. tai ae Qe Oe ae Cooking Lake. 
Stephens? WT. Facer nee ee ee Strathcona. 
Miller: Ms) Liao 6 ote = ates a) ce nee Strathcona. 
Meleod, Ac-GAo Gt kp eee ee Strathcona. 
Whyte, Basil fs ie ee eee Strathcona. 
SOT FT eG Ee sk ae en A nee ae Strathcona. 
Vermilion 
Gully, Lacy. . ES Es a ae A oe VCO meen ree 
Trimble, Jno.. sete i tv at Ni gt ORV errant tes 
Coxford, AS Web bugle 4s ns Vegreville. 
Stonehocker, ab ES iy a PO eae Tea) Lavoy. 
Armitage, Wella. cei tia ote le ieee Mannville. 
Morris, (He Gur jag pened ee Mannville. 
Melean, Archie... ov. Jaa. eigen Mannville. 
Westie We View ..o ofl ete oe eee Vermilion. 
GraWaimi, 2 Nes 2 oe ee See ee Vermilion, 
Ioaces; Gr. AL peat at Ah te ee Viking. 
Mogelyet ALT feces vane pists cnecine eee Beaver Lake. 
MelKengie H.-H caiidon tee pes iNeane Cease rake Warwick. 
Lyi« Perey. 2c eee Warwick. 
MeFarlane;\)) savas). ie.) selene rah Ome Ne Warwick. 
MeDougall nl nAGAt G Bky | toe eee Gilpin. 
Robérge, GiCeene tins stiri) ee Logan. 
Hallberg, 100% ia cies cae | eee Ross Creek. 
unity Ac. Wed hse i Pag? Tofield. 
Lavoy, Josepley «ate. 4A Seon ee ee Lavoy. 
‘Kernneppy Li ae ot ake io ee ie ee Viking. | 
Stewart,.d Alon, eee oo Beaver Lake. 
Gladens, “Augustus...cc007 3 eee eee Tofield. 
Spilstead, Chass. 5. Sel eee eee Tofield. 
Norn, Joseph, Ava a 4 ee oo eee Logan. 
Mohler, Wms. oe ots. eee ee eee Round Hill. 
Heathcote;s JO a. thtveks svcctecck aanen aeCmn Kitscoty. 
Cockson; Geo, Jit.ceuees oe ee Tofield. 
Philbrick) D7. ee eee ee ....Mannville. , 
Victoria 
Warson, Andrews seve. vai) au ey eee Chipman. 
Kreps, Johitueigit a vaca eran ie pr Gee Fort Saskatchewan. 
Simmons,“ Ey; (eythane Fort Saskatchewan. 
Shandro, Avis mchoyelee eh a ee ee _ Shandro. 
Calvert, Seo Wick icy mboraeie iano a *.Chipman. 
Hunter, Jers Bes Galeaen ee Pate fe ae Delnorte. eae 
Vanarsdal mi, IN ? i520.) pena adea ee Vermilion Valley. be. ng “ 
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EGG in PMS ll Ka a A RR RR 
Charrington, R. R 
Tickson, A. R 
Barnard, A. H 
Ry me Cae Soe We a. ee 
Swanson, C. H 
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...Heather Brae. 
. . Sedgewick. 
... Wetaskiwin. 
... Wetaskiwin. “ 
... Wetaskiwin. 
.. Daysland. 


Westerose. 
Wetaskiwin. 
Prague. 
Heather Brae. 


‘ 


Il. THE PREVENTION OF PRAIRIE FIRES. 


| I have the honour to submit herewith the first annual report. 
‘ in connection with the enforcement of The Prairie Fires Ordinance. 
On the 3lst day of December, 1907, 157 fire guardians had been 
appointed to enforce the provisions of the Ordinances. 
+ guardians have been specially appointed and are expected to give 
__ their services gratis whenever an infringement of the same is brought 
to their attention and to call out men to fight prairie fires whenever 
it is necessary to do so. Like the game guardians, the only con- 
sideration they receive is the fees they are entitled to as constables 
in the event of their securing a conviction. This any one can readily 
see must prove unsatisfactory. Provision should be made for re- 
munerating them while in the active discharge of their duty. In 
addition to the fire guardians regularly appointed all justices of the 
peace, councillors of local improvement districts, and members of 
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and Three Hills. 
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One of $100.00, one of $50.00, two of $30.00, 
one of $10.00, one of $8.00, one- of $7.00, six o 
$1.00 each, making a total of $741.00. t 
_ and forty-five cents would, therefore, be the average fine imposed. 


RAILWAY FIREGUARDS. 


; the Royal-North-West Mounted Police force are ex officio fire guar- 
i, dians. . Cae 
f Previous to June Ist, 1907, very few, if any, convictions in which 
4 a penalty .was imposed occurred. During the year convictions 
h were secured at or in the vicinity of the following places: - 
y June.—Stettler, Gleichen, Harmattan, Lloydminster, Cochrane, and High 
River (2), the last named place being the only point at which more than one con- 

viction was secured during this month. 

) July.—Whitefish Lake, Evarts, Content, Andrew (2), and Cochrane. 
t August.—One at Medicine Hat. . 

September.—One at Three Hills. 

a October.—Vermilion and Medicine Hat one each. 
Ss November.—Gleichen, Markerville (2), Medicine Hat, Lesser Slave Lake (2), 


: ~ December.—Markerville, Lethbridge (3), Nanton, Trenville, Holden and Pincher 


This makes in all thirty-three convictions with penalties as 


nineteen of $25.00, 
f $5.00 and onefof 
Twenty-two dollars 


art of November information was laid against. 
ilway for setting fire a few miles_east 


These 
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of Vermilion. This case was tried by Magistrate Henny at Vermilion, 
and a fine of two hundred dollars and costs imposed. Notice of 
appeal was immediately given by the defence, the result of which 
will no doubt be watched with interest by the settlers along this 
line of railway. 

The regulations passed by the Board of Railway Commissioners 
on the 4th day of July, 1907, and known as Order No. 3245, will 
no doubt prove beneficial in the prairie country, by compelling the 
railway companies to complete and maintain properly constructed 
fireeuards along their line of railway. 

That portion of the regulations relating to fireguards reads 
as follows: 


“9. Every railway company subject to the legislatiye authority of the Par- 
liament of Canada operating a railway by the power of steam, in the Province of 
Alberta, shall establish and maintain along the line of railway where the same passes 
through prairie country in the said province, on each side of such line of ralway 
and of not less than three hundred feet in width from the centre of the railway, 
a good and sufficient fireguard to be made by plowing the land to the extent of not 
less than sixteen feet in width on the side of the fireguard farthest from the railway, 
and by burning or otherwise freeing from inflammable materials the spaces be- 
tween such plowing and such line of railway. 

“10. Every such company shall, at all times, keep such fireguards free from 
weeds and other inflammable material, and in such condition es not to allow fire 
to spread thereon and therefrom through coals, cinders or sparks falling from or 
emitted from its railway. 

‘11. Provided, that no such railway company shall be bound to enter upon 
the lands of another for any of the purposes aforesaid without the consent of the 
owner of the said lands, unless such company can lawfully do so without being 
liable to make compensation therefor; provided, also, that the said railway com- 
panies shall not be required to establish and maintain such fireguards where the 
nature of the country renders it impossible to do so, or where the doing so would 
involve serious loss and damage to property,—all such places and portions of lne 
or lines to be specially described and reported to the Board. 

‘‘12. The fireguard herein provided for to be completed on or before the first 
day of September of the present year, and after this year on or before the first day 
of August in each year; and in other respects these regulations shall take effect 
and be operative on and from the first day of September next. | 

‘13. These regulations shall not have effect during the months of December, 
January, February and March in any year. 

“14. Every railway company subject to the legislative authority of the Par- 
liament of Canada disobeying or failing to comply with the provisions of these 
regulations shall be lable to a penalty of one hundred dollars for every such dis- 
obedience or failure to comply with the provisions of these regulations respecting 
fireguards.”’ ‘ 


I would recommend that copies of this order be printed and 
placed in the hands of all fire guardians, with instructions to see 
that its provisions are complied with. The grading of roads through- 
out the country is proving of vast benefit not only for purposes of . 
transit, but as effective fireguards. See 

The following is a list of the fire guardians in the province: ‘ 


- 


| ‘ 


/ } 
Firm GuARDIANS ARRANGED BY CONSTITUENCIES. 


Banff. 

Brewster; Willtamis os gee ao. eee Banff. 
Biltott., W alter vr Adie, we oe pees ae Cochrane. 
Prager): AAV isin Bl ae ae tee ...Jumping Pond. 
Fay; Hlerbettins, fasta ene Oe Cochrane. ps ee 
Goddard, Gi Ei penne oe eee Mitford. \ Vila 
McPhee; Mui i ess ee eee Beaver Dam (Cochrane). i) ote 
McCorkell, John’ Faye Morley. eye ial 
Reid, George A Oey i Ree Cochrane. A Rg 
Mickle, Chas: Witiisiak «im ae eee Spring Bank. +n: iP. gaat 
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; Cardston. | Ay Xue 
Ashe, Percy Go iy... oat Bice. 
hn ree ee oe 2 
ee eae dston. ‘ | oe 
NE, Toba ort NU a ws Spring Coulee. id 
Calgary ‘ . at gts 
Marcer: (ae ore ears et C E 
Campbell, Dam Wo 000000 0007 alan ey 
enustor. Ceargeus. <n! <-, \.  eee Calgary. ak 
Moss, Sidney Titre tae gt oh Calgar ; va oe 
Pesto: See. ber RU a Re j Ve 
Merrick, George........../02....... Calgary. dy) 
Moss, Ie ce oan ee Calgary. es, 
McIntosh, J.G............ Calgar i 
Biases NA ish taba Ae PRA = ph iny tetas site he adn ae y- ae 
2 FN id 2 a aN ge ne Calgary. , 
Wyaree ler em Ol acw tat Bie. eb es Calgary. 4 ‘ 
Wepoley- Dodd. AG 20 ito }oh) ale Calmary, i 
PMA mis, CWS yates Tae A ee » Calgary. — ‘ a 
_ Hdmonton } oe 
Mischell Aronibald.... Jo 0, ues «ake Hdmonton. ae 
EDGU PT tel @Sts Se e's Secs oa Poke oe Edmonton. es a BH 
Si koe Gleichen. a > 
Clarke: Jonnie Jre Vick te Crowfoot. ris a k: 
ot uOM, O Moes sprints ete Amme Siy, Gleichen. ? a 
es Pree SAR ae Cah ec aes oe Valley (Glei«: heey) ne ae aa 
Ri ATE Le i At iyeiGes rs 5 
ic tahirira Liye Lae Came aan? eee Parca } edits veg 
Stephenson, Johnston..:............Airdrie. ee 
Grape cA exes Wels Store Be ak ae Gleichen. 5 ase : 
ROU ce Ry ariy iis Lage aemence ote Gleichen. ‘s ae 
Sutherland, James A................Crossfield. ) ks 4 je 
Mirguhart,) Willhaine: ana. 72 toe a Crosetields | aie . 
Mas iord, WAL a ay 6. cigs aha ee Airdrie. ~ rae 
Pela ey Phomad et. G.04 ct ons, we OMY oo 
MAIO Nm ae thet cs vices Shoah Pe Dunbow. a 
PMO TOs Loss Leh aiekg oes oi mar etna alte Crossfield. id 
High River aie «i 
Holmes, W. E guia! Sem aes Oe 3 High River. SRC aaa 
aca tieig cl Gis Mae Maaaeee ear a Vege welts High River. a ae 
Pree TSUG IA ths Sy Meta aad oj oe ac ee Davisburg. oy 
(Ole ew OU (oleed wt eked Ska ae a a a Pekisko. ; Zs. Sa Phe 
GETVaIS A ROMAME 6. Ca. ws ss aes Hicksburg. Slee 
wh eeaial ie] spt) WL 6 <a area Bee aaah: Nanton. ; 
Innisfail 
PROTO Kenay line ened! os ip Page Pine Lake. 
Bitton, William wore ei oats ow Soe ... Innisfail. Y 
Collins, Harry E.. Per uieaey yeoman etal eed Wenlies ie 
iwinean;, GOOTee)) pcixgepet yy Mat ead a Innisfail. 3 
Hellas GeOnee, Wack mated tes anh ae Innisfail. ee 
Gantz, Mred Wicd nln ode eke bakes as mee 
“IPT DEGEA eam 34030) vol a eng oe Innisfail. tie 
Redpath, MHOC OC oreo yi te nipls bie edl any Pine Lake. ie 
Wyndham, W. Lite eee Renee Pine Lake. ae 
Chauney, Count L. M. du.. eee habe FRE 
Wynn, ee fa AES OR aie ea Knee Hill Valley. iD 
Wood, Cymer: iru me, 1 haey 92 Gone, aa Red Lodge. ‘ee 
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iy Sigh Al 6 NO ee uae Ra gp rar Lamerton. Acad 
Burgess, Meany fee Nant mae Ss A oa ag Lamerton. 2S eae 
‘Cupron, Josephs... . bP eek es .Blackfalds. Fae eae 
Grose, Lae ip SNR RE 2 See Valley City. se ees 
Hilstad, Curl wes: re Syed en ce a ge ee fas Bentley. Wad! NRA MSH ff 
Paisley, 8. bea i SN adage aed Rh . ae 


ba ae ae sis lM oes a Nee NEO ota 





114 


~ 


DN CO BE aa ATR IRR RR eee ta fe ee | 
OES See, a 
va eis a sr een, 
i 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Patterson, George W pets See Reds Wale 
Richards. Agius vse he aot mere ee Lacombe. 
Tees, Jamesiaiy os .o 2 ds tade means Valley City. 
Walters, James L....%. nea my LeU pe: 
Whiteside ri) Pb. 0.5 as aaa ene Lamerton. 
Tees,“ Wines. Cotbed Oe eee a ee ‘Tees. 
Hickhngs Horaces: 2.52 | ee eee Alix. 
Leduc 
“Blocker,” Willfam: a0 = -tas oe eat Leduc. 
Bradner, Hentyay. oe ee Po.. ne Leduc. 
Chifford,: Frankie. eee Conjuring Creek. 
Fetherstone a) Wee cae ee eee Leduc. 
Hodgson iF rancis'l4 5). 23, eee Beaumont. 
Johnston. Ev. aa 6 ee ee ang 
Mortimer, Charles.c. oi 92) eas Leduc. 
McEwen, FS Aes , Con 6 See Conjuring (one 
Sanders; INelHAG 205 Mine eee Buford. 
Red Deer 
Fleming} Greorge..1 <.a.s Gy oe eee Penhold. 
CGaety, rede. chit 2a. at eee Red Deer. 
Hoskin, ‘Choniass..es- MEE fons on Red Deer. 
Martin, Angussy 07, ca eee ener Red Deer. 
MeKuchney, Mente. . 290 1 eee ... Red Deer. 
Reinholt, ids. ii to5 ae eee Pot aie Red Deer. 
Thompson, Who .2- occa eee Red Deer. 
Walson.Jobmr. scence A ae ae ct 2 Evarts. 
Fiske Robert Ba h).in0 osc Hillsdown. 
Lensman, Gus. ¥ 527 cad 10 <a ee Mayvrille. 
MortonsBel ih ro inc: aie ce ana oteatr Trenville. 
Rosebud 
Distman “Caries oie a ae Olds. 
Kembery, Raymond’ A: 7..2. 2,0 /.25. Olds. 
Lewis; Eawihtt et. a Aa eee Olds. 
Sham ty, ali ES ae ee ee Scat ihe One et eee Didsbury. 
Bell, [DEE Se ee ea tins) Bradborne. 
Graham, Willan. oe ote eee ieee Bradborne. 
Evan, Arthur oD nS 2 am ES A Three Hills. | L 
Macleod, OWT eee a ce th eee Sunny Slope. — 
Strathcona 
Pilets Gharless(gtt. oo. 5e ee oe ake Strathcona. 
MeAllister: George sx: i site, eels Strathcona. 
DOwnsen dish aa ssc het eat per Pa ie Strathcona. 
Sturgeon, — 
CHD DOD SANS Raker Oh ER a art AC ae Astleyville, 
Thompson ibe wie. e cyce) ys ueahe oe Pakan. 
Stony Plain 3 
Ne Doral, devi) sey pacman een ce Stony Plain. " 
Stelter Mh ety care er Na aust, ow vas Spruce Grove. 
HG eh) c) ata AA w Rae wah Ss Aas d Poh Oer la Winterburn. 
Niusselnveing sees. Goat, een ie ta tak Onaway 
Mills Ghartes you th, Pel Mn Inga. ; 
White, Eisai Meakin aice oe eas ome gee Wabamun 
St. Albert. 
Verstracte, Camille RRC os ee ae Villeneuve. 
Hughson, W.S.. --+.......,..Manawan, via Independence. 
Hall, Thomas....,... ee ESDP 9 ox Manawan, via Tndeppndence: ‘ 
Lethbridge or 
Depew, Warrenton, eae eee Raymond. MEMS a) a 
Dixon, James. aii) ka ke eee Lethbridge. SPs Megs ips 
Dini Damean GG ines aes Cinoritine Grassy Lake. _ ORS, Nt: AUK? 
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Borer . ‘ eae } ~ ga 
7 ee mes J ea gs NE ea Beaten Spe Lethbridge. 
Pes Reng CaaS Pep or ybse ar ey, aa 
Kennedy, Ewatdts.uy cies hens Teiebrides 
Me A dat Reade cone ue bide cS eecedes 
Fs Magne Alfred Cy a't\\ ow ee AY Lethbrioe 
. CENT AG RN Re saan een Lethbridge, 
b's Pla wgOn: Liv Wwe reat: A oe Bates Grass Tae 
STO ee agtite oo He Mi y Lake. 
Steed, Branko Ov err Al Le Stirling 
Cox, E et 
ee aot tte fo. eee cet Grassy Lake. 
ie . | Medicine Hat. 
Borthwick, William.¢ 000.2 J... yi &, Medial 
Briehilend: Bai Ws 2. ley aks: Teen ae 
Pag Nen Wey te vc, pe eRe gee Talhot. 
| Haterave Wi tl. sa elit tes Dates Walen 
fin 4 Markewicls (Georges i ..ton se. See Medicine Hat. 
Bee. Se MeLaughlin, J. D...2.....0,.4.....). Medicine Hat: 
Macleod. 
Rane, ; Cochrane, William Fy... $2 4) ec taed, 3 Macleod. 
Pioaener.. Wes te rome lewd ae heel: Macleod. 
Maryield ~Pred’ Dy ia CATR IN Macleod. 
$ UF ig.11y teva au as Wars he cares aR ai ab Mie 2 Lyndon. 
Pincher Creek 
; Connelly. Alig Do at rane Pincher Creek. 
eet. Pane ee Cpe OS Creek. 
? OC BAIE YL SVG, Votes see eee eas owley. 
Bugnean\s ames..Bs& min ore cars ony Yaron 
. ache We 5s We og to? gee carn cet eas te Cowley. 
y . Ponoka. 
* | 
\ “ae, Joneston, Charles) as. Jas rs yaya, Edberg. | 
an Pyne, Pea erat atta ht ike aly ane ah Ferry Bank (Ponoka). 
ai Barber Jobingc 2. .0 sc tena wate! Spring Lake. 
Bowie Georve. aoe reese dees Ferry Point. 
Victoria. 
; bevenetony Charles Mics ag oe os rea Emm teak 
Heweher LL eNry oth. + es hee oe KY OBUOK. 
orwics..) Oia 88 ae ree oe Whitford. 
ne Dzivenka, Joseph...................Wostok. 
' Piebiee J OI Woe e Meeks ay . eae RNS Wostok. 
Simmons, Vers Pet te a ayaa ese, yor Saskatchewan. 
ee ‘ ; Wieoatl. Davidares. ay. shos <he : cea: tar. 
; Richardson, Silas...............-..- Whitford. 
| Vermilion. 
a Ee NO A ane ee eae ae Mannville. 
@ Wetaskiwin. 
Say, Hayes, J. A. OPNeil.....:.... 2... 5. Wetaskiwin, 
3 . a Ravensburg, Oo Os irks vache fenae Wetaskiwin. 
'- Ropper, Wrest: <i pe Bittern Lake. 
7a 


4 F In the past the spring fires have proven to be very destructive 

| to game, and especially so to prairie chickens and other birds which 

~ puild their nests on the ground. This is no doubt the cause, to some 

| extent, for the present scarcity of these birds. 
ns. Bens. LAWTON, ) 

pare Chie? Game and Fire Guardian. 
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5.—REPORT OF POULTRY SUPERINTENDENT. 


Str,—I beg to submit herewith a report of the work done by 
the Poultry Branch during the year ending January 31st, 1907. 

The work of the branch may be divided into three parts: office 
work, educational work, and poultry fattening. | 


OFFICE WORK. 


During the year this part of the work has increased very rapidly 
and some idea of the volume of enquiries about poultry raising may 
be gathered when it is known that 1,148 letters were received and 
1,342 sent out. The fact that the department has an officer in charge 
of the work relating to poultry raising encourages those interested 
to write, making all kinds of enquiries and to ask for all manner of 
advice, and no doubt a great amount of good is done in this way. 


+ 


EDUCATIONAL WORK. . 


When not otherwise engaged the writer attends farmers’ insti- 


tute meetings throughout the province, giving addresses on poultry 


subjects and advising with farmers both before and after the meet- 
ings. Much more can be accomplished through a personal talk with 


“one interested in poultry than by any amount of correspondence. 


The writer attended a number of meetings held in connection 
with the regular institute meetings and other meetings specially 
arranged at which educational work was undertaken advising the 
best methods to adopt in many departments of poultry work. Regu- 
lar meetings for this purpose were held at Lacombe, Calgary, Ed- 
monton, Carstairs, Didsbury, Innisfail, Red Deer, Blackfalds, Ponoka, 
Leduc, Daysland, Spring Lake, Camrose, Bawlf, Rosenroll, Wetas- 
kiwin, Stettler, Content, Lamerton, Tees, Valley City and- Ferry 
Bank. At several of these places additional meetings were held 
at the request of persons interested and desirous of same. Further 
educational and demonstrative meetings were held in connection 
with the travelling dairy throughout the Medicine Hat district and 
at points along the C.N.R. and the G.T.P. railroads. A number 
of lantern slides were prepared which dealt with the various phases 


of the practical work in connection with poultry keeping, such as — 


housing, feeding, hatching, rearing, fattening and marketing poultry. 


During the early part of the year a poultry bulletin was com-. 
piled and published under the title of ‘‘ Advanced Methods of Poultry. 


Farming,’’ containing some fifty photogravures and drawings illus- 
trating various styles of poultry houses and a number of appliances 
of a practical nature. These bulletins were mailed to all persons 
whose names appeared on the general mailing list of the depart- 


ment. Besides this many hundreds of applications have been‘ re-_ 


ceived and all supplied. The demand for this bulletin has been very 
great, and applications have been received from the other provinces 


of the Dominion and from almost every -part of the world. Two — 


agricultural colleges applied for a number of copies in order that 
they might be used in class work. It is gratifying to know that 
the bulletin has been so well and widely appreciated. ae 
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A number of summer fairs throughout the province were at- 
tended, the poultry exhibits judged and instruction given those 
desirous of information as to the standard requirements of pure- 


es and the best manner of breeding to secure the desired 
results. 


POULTRY FATTENING. 


The fattening station work as conducted in 1906 was contin- 
ued and poultry were fattened at Wetaskiwin, Ponoka, Lacombe, 
Valley City, Red Deer, Innisfail, Olds, Didsbury and Carstairs. 
The number of birds supplied during the season was much in excess. 
of last year, making a total of 7,883 birds as against 3,417 in 1906. 
In 1906 the advance paid for fowl and chicken respectively 
was 6c. and 8c. In view of the returns from the work of 1906 it 
was considered that conditions would warrant an increase in the 
advance and still leave a narrow margin sufficient for assessment 
on plant and equipment, the balance if any to be used as a final 
payment. The advance was increased to 8c. for fowl and 10c. per 
pound for chicken, the amount paid as advance during the season 
amounting to $2,777.97. 

The result of the fattening station work, notwithstanding the 
increase in the number of birds marketed, was not as satisfactory 
-as the year previous. The exceptionally severe winter affected 
the breeding stock and the general prevailing conditions during the 
spring of 1907 were decidedly unfavourable to successful poultry 
raising. As a result the chicken were unsuitable for fleshing purposes. 
A further serious effect on the condition of the birds was the limited 
supply of grain. Many were compelled to rear their chicken with 
little or no grain, leaving them to depend upon the range for their 
food supply. The result was that many birds were in a very poor 
condition when placed in the fattening crates and incapable of pro- 
ducing satisfactory results. It was also noticed during the season 
that there was a great difference in the quality of the birds received 
at the various stations due to breed and type. As some types are 


recommend that in future the birds be graded when received and the 


those who are producing a better quality and be an inducement 
to others to do likewise. 


as owing to the frosted condition of the grain it became impossible 
to procure feed at many of the stations at any price, and the meal 
had to be shipped in from outside points at a much greater price 
than was paid in 1906. 

Another serious drawb 
of a supply of buttermilk 
of cream at the creameries, W 


ack to the success of the work was a lack 
due to the serious decrease 1n the supply 
hich became so limited that many of 
the creameries were closed down. In some cases it became necessary 
to close the fattening stations; at others water was ie which is 
very unsatisfactory as a fleshing ration. At Lacombe We plate 
was closed suddenly, leaving 4 large jee a 2 oe a oe ing: 
:. t feeding a substitute for muk. 0 
and an experiment was made at feedins 3 

meal was Heesod with water and oatchop and proved a much kage 

¥ ration than the chop and water alone. ees gain ats a 
= : rhe ‘lk in some form is used, 1 would 
be expected to be as great as when milk fore ee 
strongly recommend the feeding of bloo ay 

skim milk or buttermilk can not be procured. 
; ma “ + rf 
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incapable of giving good results in the fattening crate I would strongly ° 


advance paid to patrons accordingly. This would compensate — 


The matter of a supply of feed was also a serious handicap, ° 
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With the object of reducing the cost of marketing, a carload 
of supplies consisting of shipping cases and fattening crates was 
imported from British Columbia at a much more satisfactory price 
than they could be secured locally. A further attempt to reduce | 
the cost was made by centralizing the killing of the poultry fattened. 
A suitable building was secured at Innisfail where the ‘supplies were 
kept and the birds from the various fattening stations were sent there 
to be killed, chilled and packed, after which they were sent to the 
cold storage at Calgary. The C.P.R. assisted very materially in 
this undertaking by making a special rate for birds sent in to the 
killing station. Thus while the unfavourable conditions mentioned 
increased the cost of production we were able to make a material 


saving in the killing and marketing. 


Early in the season the dealers were interviewed as to the output. 
The prices suggested were satisfactory, but they seriously declined 
before the poultry was marketed owing to frost and the money 
stringency, which limited the purchasing power of the consumer. 
Later large quantities of eastern poultry were imported at an ex- 
ceptionally low price, with the result that the close of the year found 
a considerable quantity of the poultry in cold storage unsold. ‘This 
delayed the final settlement of accounts so that it was impossible 
to make a return to the individual farmer supplying poultry of the 
season’s work at. the close of the year. 
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While the co- Shera cutee of marketing Scitlties is BS pont 
one and a means of placing a better and more uniform article on obs <% 
market than heretofore, it is not so profitable for the producer. | Meg 
As will be noticed in the report a considerable amount of money — 
that otherwise might go to the producer is now consumed in salaries 2 ¥ 4 
of the managers of the fattening stations, in wages and expenses _ 
of the pluckers, freight, draying and other expenses connected with — 
the present system that would not be a direct charge against the _ 
_ poultry were it fleshed and prepared for market at home. To all | 
poultry raisers that are desirous of securing the greatest ‘possilile ee a 
returns I would strongly recommend fleshing and preparing their 
poultry for market at home, thereby diminishing the extra expense, in 
incurred under the: present system. Mad 3 

A. W. Fotey, re 
Poultry Superintendent, 
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6.—REPORT OF THE RECORDER OF BRANDS. 


Mepicrne Hat, Alta., January 24, 1908. 


‘Srr,—I have the honour to submit the following report on the 


work of this branch of your department for the year ending 31st 


December, 1907. 

During the year, 1,465 horse and 1,645 cattle brands were allotted, 
while the transfers numbered 489, changes 34 and searches and 
extracts 88, bringing the total transactions for both provinces up to 
3,721, which was a decrease of 1,143 from the previous year. 

For the Province of Alberta alone, the horse brands numbered 
1,030, cattle brands 1,230, transfers 430, changes 28 and searches and 
extracts 73, being a total of 2,791 or a decrease of 964 transactions 
for the year. An analysis of the above figures shows that a total 

decrease of brands issued for horses and cattle in the two provinces 
was 1,157—890 cattle brands and 267 horse brands; while for Alberta 
alone the decrease was 995,—664 cattle brands and 331 horse brands. 
These figures, taken in connection with the very heavy list of transfers 
~which took place during the year, go to show that the severe winter 
- (1906-7) on cattle had a good deal to do with the decrease. Many 
of the smaller ranchers met with such heavy losses during the winter 
that it would not pay them to run a cattle ranch, and have trans- 
ferred the remaining portion of their herd to others. At first sight 

sO many men going out of the cattle business might appear to mean 

a serious loss to the southern part of the province, but it must be 

borne in mind that the advent of winter wheat, grown for the past 

few years, has virtually displaced the rancher in a number of dis- 


thus made easy. ae 
A revised brand book was issued during 1907, giving the old 
- Territorial brands, as they stood upon the records as at 30th June, 
1906, when the joint office at Medicine Hat was established. Two 
-- supplements are included in the volume,—one for the Province of 
Alberta and the other for the Province of Saskatchewan,—showing 
the brands recorded for these provinces from the 1st July up to the 
31st December, 1906, and which take cognizance of all transfers and 


other changes made during that period. 


A meeting of the brand commissioners for the province was held_ 


at Medicine Hat in January last. The commissioners had under 
consideration the subject of a series of cattle brands, and it was 
recommended that certain letters, which had not previously been 


4 
3 used, be utilized to continue the series of brands which had been 


i ome years. The addition of these letters to the series 
aid aa oe eailable some four or five thousand brands, which should 
be sufficient for a year or two. In view, however, of the increasing 
: ‘ difficulty of providing a good series of new brands, and the fact that 
3 a large number of old brands, although still standing on the records, 


B are not now in use, the commissioners were of the opinion that steps. 


 ‘ghould be taken to have all brands re-allotted every fourth year. if 


| this recommendation was carried out, a great many brands would 
be cancelled and thrown ope 
| 


writer that in some cases ten and twelve brands are owned by one 






tricts, and the transition from a ranching to a farming district was. 


n for allotment. It is known to the 


d not more than two are in use. The large 
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oe | number of brands which have been transferred from year to year, | 
Bans e9| and which in a great many cases were merely transferred to hold 
. the old stock, are now out of date and never used, and parties apply- 


ing for re-allotment of these brands would only ask for those actually 
wi required. 
The number of letters received during the year was 4 ,039, while 
the number of décuments despatched was 6,421. 
The following is a statement showing transactions from 189% 


ty | up to December 31st, 190%: . ; 
| TRANSFERS. 
> L899 so Fi wad hg eee oe ce 132 
LOOO sora Ay cde gi hee ae eet ant a 165 
R T9QD i scegth Eee ee eee 222 
: T9902 200, 6 Si Seo tbe es ee eee 265 
S LOOSE ns nt a, See eee ee es 400 
3 1904 os oo, OS PODS. oa a 402 
+Y N.W. Territories....... eee es CRM TAG 299 
i 1905+ Alberta. - x. j2 040) a. nein eee ewrin Bute ce ee 120 
Saskatchewali: oy os Metehe a Pe Sey ee peu 
. . yj Alberta i025 o.9, ST ee eo 89 
it Pe 3 eo Saskatchewan..../.... Lp, ee ee ee -- 72 
1907 { Alberta « Vig de seepage ce I aI ra elas aaa 430 
‘ \Saskatchewan,.......:% sere ae Maas oe Bee be ; 59 
CHANGES ‘ 
i ho}! |! enn CME PERRI HA iyek © Reade oe Cy AM So 
T90034"s AY A ee ee 27 
1901: ook ete saa ol ee ee ee ee ee 20 
TOO 2 ee «Sat eee sca ek a Siege aa ee a se 26 
L908 oho oa hn CU Se ae Ce 43 
1904.00 cS SR eee ee 43 
(N -W.. Territories soins ee ee ee oun 
1905: Alberts Be. Ge. A ce PERE See (aR nee 7 
| Saskatehewanwc. Geo evs ee ee i 
j Al Bettas ares i Skid book neta ees he 38 
1906; Naskatchewan'). 3.2.5 as 8 ae ee 2 
j Albertan oc. Re ee ae 28 
: 1907 \ Saskatchewan's... see ne Bae eee 6 
\ SEARCHES AND EXTRACTS. | 
- ABO9.5 oe Goel sn by See a ee Sale a ea 
POO ais i Bie. be 35 
LOOT cake id Srp cs: «odo sake cee el ee 42 
LO02) et NOE 4 A ee en 100 
1908. ie ee > eee 144 
. 19042 0.0: bask Sta 6.27 hugh eA een Pane a 124 
¥ ( N.. W:. Territories iis ts. Ge. 45 epee ane 81 
1905+ Albertats i3 cee ic ee 13 
| Saskatchewan BENNO ask pet Pal Mes fat vip ea 2 
ee j Alberta 2.2'h2. Rone ee 73 
1206" Saskatchewan od). waeemdlemae tee ee ee 23 
3 ; Alberta. . A Oe Ne OL Spe RT 73 
ae 1907} Saskatchewan...... Sis ech ahl gece Aan ogee ae 
Total number of brands re-allotted in 1898..... 3,228 
CATTLE, BRANDS , 
1898 i. £6 oA el ee ae 2,111 
1309 oy as? ier hi ee eee eal 3 -Getans tatRy EEN 1,466 
1900 6 oo cates ls, Se 1,508 
SOD ida. PRLS CAA SES A Rn een oe 1,689 
19028 seg oh Vie i Oe oie oie 1,934 
1908 jie hed iis VR ee Gy tee. 2,390 
L904. (cus ied pee A en ne Roe 2,034 
f N.. W... Territories }a:, sna on eee eee , 1,358 . 
1906; ‘Alberta Ms. i ea ae ee GO eee f >! WHOS tote aumae 
Saskatchewan [EA 407e eee TO aoa 
‘ k. Doe K why vi. ¥ eh 
rae i Ue. we O ie oe: » a 
‘ : ey mar iF is 3 ry we th Raa wlize an ayet :; A 
oF ar nae) : POA bee Me abit uy ie ig te ahs) aR ee af a co Ni 4 a de ud ; EXEC 
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gree Alberta. ft, Bike Ewen neat s Bal ee eee 3 
1906 { Naskerchewat ies oR. ts 4 eck anihd ean ls 
“ r ‘AlBertar Matar Dae tte eke tell aeneee: NATO RG | 3 : 
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ae OU enc. Set ER ONS re MANN Cee A ee Oe ke 947 
uae ( Res te cs Pete, Se iY a Pe er NOE a FESS ARGS Rae 1,234 
Nae BO Bantes tials seivhs hae esac hah oes be ha, Botnet 1,390 
1 Ber t 1904 ERE ARH S ROMER, (Rr Cac at, DELUEe A Me em Sn rain ACESS # Ong wa A Ty AP © * 1,346 au 
Ait cA N. W. Territories...... bei yi ae Oe ea tae 985 ; : 
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Banca: Tey Sasicatehewan, ORR EMER "ot 871 Sg 
Per, A Ibe tates cy ete eee oe eae ee ere ae 120 S0ans saath. 
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Rex | : anh, 
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ee ee a f ‘ ‘ LODO: BOF MRS hose Regen PO 2,621 
|S ae x 5 LOOP shart eh cael © ke Saree eos 2,920 
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a) ' | Saskatchewan....... 242 : a 
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e ane \ : “~~ \Saskatchewan....... 1,109 ; ¢ 
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7 EDUCATIONAL WORK. 


































Srr,—I have the honour to submit herewith the report of Insti- _ 
tutes and Fairs.for the year 1907. 


FARMERS’ INSTITUTES. 


In a young and growing country of this kind agricultural edu- 
cational campaigns may be of great influence in shaping the agri- 
culture of the country. If practical men are employed in carrying 
out the field work much good will be accomplished. We must have 
men who can talk on practical subjects and who will deal with them 
in a practical way. So far we have been fortunate in securing the 
services of high class men, those who not only understand their sub- 
jects but know how to present these subjects in a clear and forcible 
manner. 
We find that foreigners appreciate the efforts of the depart- 
“ment in its endeavour to spread agricultural information. These 
people are in the country to earn a livelihood, and anything that will 
help them do so and at the same time increase the comforts of ae 
is very gratefully received. 

Since there is no agricultural college at present within the prov- 
ince from which agricultural knowledge may radiate the farmers’ 
institute must, so far as it les within its power, supplement the 
work of such an institution. That the work of the farmers’ institute 
is being appreciated is evidenced by the fact that the attendance 
at the meetings is on the increase. Again, we are repeatedly receiving 
requests for meetings at outlying points. Owing to the severity - 
of the past winter it was impossible to favour points which were 
removed from the line of railway, but we hope in the future to so 
arrange our work that the requests of these people will be met. | 

One of the ereatest difficulties in institute work here has been 
that of getting people to attend the meetings. There is little use 
of attempting to put on an extensive series of meetings in the summer 
as the farmer is usually too busy to attend, consequently most of : 
the work must be done in the winter months. If the weather be 
unfavourable the meetings are poorly attended, but even with favour- 
able weather there are occasions when the population of the district 
would warrant a much larger attendance. The more progressive 
farmers will’always be present but those whom it is most important — 
to reach never appear at the meetings. In order to make the meet- 
ings as attractive as possible something new was attempted last 
year, namely, travelling stock judging schools. Two cars were 
secured from the C.P.R. and about 50 head of stock were carried . 
from place to place throughout the province and used for demonstra- 
tion purposes. The scheme proved highly successful, not only in — 
disseminating knowledge on live stock but in getting large crowds _ 
to attend the meetings. From 50 to 159 were in attendance at 
each school. RN ee 


STOCK JUDGING SCHOOLS. | ee 

sy p 
It was at first the intention to hold a one-week school at several - ee 
places throughout the province, using local sone for. demonstration — si 
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_ purposes at each point visited. With this intention meetings of the 

agricultural societies were called at the following places: Medicine 

Hat, Magrath, High River and Innisfail. The scheme was outlined 

at each of these meetings and it was enthusiastically received at 

every point. After conversing with many of the prominent. stock- 

men in the province it was found that it would be impossible to have 

_ efficient work done if local animals were used for demonstration, fh emia 

consequently an endeavour was made to secure if possible animals meer 
» be loaned to the department and carried in cars from place to 

place. 

A meeting of the Lacombe Agricultural Society was called and | bt 
the stockmen present were asked if they would be willing to loan their ‘ 
best stock to be used as outlined above. The proposition met with 
their unanimous approval and two cars were arranged for at once 
for the purpose of carrying the stock. Immediately the principal ) 
stockmen throughout the province were visited with a view to secur- Oh Sea 
ing the best possible specimens. The work of selecting cattle, sheep 
and swine was not so difficult, but to secure proper types of the breeds _ 
of horses proved a difficult task. In selecting stock the object was ene 

to have the popular breeds of horses, cattle, sheep and swine repre- A 
sented. The following is a list of classes and breeds: 





Horses: Percheron, Shire, Clydesdale, Hackney and Thoroughbred. i3 
e Cattle: Shorthorn, Hereford, Angus, Galloway, Holstein, Ayrshire, Jersey en 
a and Grades. ; 
' Sheep: Shropshire and Oxford. oe 
Hogs: Yorkshire, Berkshire, Chester, Tamworth, and Grade bacon. ar 


In all some 50 animals were carried. 


The following is a list of those who loaned animals for the stock 
judging school, together with the breed and number supplied by 
each: ; 


Geo. Root, Red Deer: 2 Percheron stallions, 1 Shire stallion, 2 Shorthorn cows, 
ret Gs J Berkshire’ pig. 
ee Bryce Wright, De Winton: 1 Clydesdale mare, 1 Thoroughbred mare. 
| Jno. Turner, Calgary: 1 Clydesdale stallion, 2 Shropshire sheep. 
J. Richards, Red Deer: 1 Clydesdale stallion. 
G. H. Hutton, Lacombe: 1 Clydesdale mare. 
Jas. McGill, Lacombe: 1 Shorthorn bull. s 
Dr. Harrington, Lacombe: I Shorthorn cow, 1 Grade steer. 
J. Adams, Calgary: 1 Galloway Heifer. ; BS Si ics 
Jno. Parker, Lacombe: 1 Hereford bull, 1 Hereford heifer, 2 Yorkshire pigs. 
P. Huntley, Lacombe: 2 Hereford cows, 2 Hereford heifers, 1 Grade steer, 
1 Chester pig. 
J. Capron, Blackfalds: 1 Angus cow. 
J. Fay, Blackfalds: 1 Angus cow, 1 Angus bull. _ ; 
‘Wm. Tregillus, Calgary: 1 Holstein cow, 1 Holstein heifer, 1 Ayrshire cow, <o 
>  lfJersey cow. ee 
ah Albert Boyd, Lacombe: 4 Oxford sheep. ; oe 


= 


| The following were bought by the Government for use in’ the 
-- gchools: 6 Grade steers, 4 Grade pigs, 2. Hackney mares. 


ce Owing to the risk in carrying these animals on the train for 
three months they were insured. | 

Ga By getting proper types of animals to start with and keeping 

3 these through the whole campaign it was possible to impress the a 
- * type of the different breeds to an extent otherwise impossible. . | eae 
: The cars started out from Edmonton and picked up animals ar aa 


at various points as far south as Calgary, thence proceeding to Medi- 
eine Hat where the first school was held. The. following is a list 
of places where the schools were held, together with the dates and 


names of speakers: 
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PLACE DATE . SPEAKERS 


| C. M. McCrae, Ottawa, Ont. 








G. H. Hutton, Lacombe, Alta. 
B. Wright, DeWinton, Alta. 
W. A. Munro, Morrisburg, Ont. 
. D. Geddes, Calgary, Alta. 
Craig, Edmonton, Alta. 


Medicine Hat,........-. January 7 to 127... 00] 


< 


oA: 

. H. Hutton, Lacombe, Alta. 
Magrath................|January 14 to 17....]|C. M. McCrae, Ottawa, Ont. 
. A. Munro, Morrisburg, Ont.. 
. A. Craig, Edmonton, Alta. 
. M. McCrae, Ottawa, Ont. 
. H. Hutton, Lacombe, Alta. 
. A. Munro, Morrisburg, Ont. 
. Wright, DeWinton, Alta. 


Red Deen... 2.4.0. eu _ Ate Sabuary: 22) to. 20 ee 


Geddes, Calgary, Alta. 
Craig, Edmonton, Alta. 


| 
ik 
| 
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A. 

. M. McCrae, Ottawa, Ont. 

. H. Hutton, Lacombe, Alta. 
. A. Munro, Morrisburg, Ont. 
. Wright, DeWinton, Alta. 

. I. Tregillus, Calgary, Alta. 

. A. Craig, Edmonton, Alta. 
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1. McCrae, Ottawa, Ont. 
oa Hutton, Lacombe, Alta. 
ae Munro, Morrisburg, Ont. 
. Wright, DeWinton, Alta. 
Jno. Turner, Calgary, ‘Alta. 
Mason, Straffordville, Ont. 
Craig, Edmonton, Alta. 
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. M. McCrae, Ottawa, Ont. 

. H. Hutton, Lacombe, Alta. 
AY 
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Munro, Morrisburg, Ont. 
right, DeWinton, Alta. 
. Turner, Calgary, Alta. 
Mason, Straffordville, Ont. 
Craig, Edmonton, Alta. 


Edmonton... .{Feb. 18 to Mar. 2... .- 


° 


Iegeombees alt. a ackeees February 5 to 15.... 


ae 
Bet 
. H. Mason, Straffordville, Ont. 
; : . M. McRae, Ottawa, Ont. 
Wetaskiwin... ..) 6 aaay. March 4 to 9..:.:... . H: Hutton, Lacombe, Alta. 
2) . A. Munro, Morrisburg, Ont. 
| . Wright, DeWinton, Alta. 
\|H. A. Craig, Edmonton, Alta. 
. McCrae, Ottawa, Ont. 
. Hutton, Lacombe, Alta. 
. Munro, Morrisburg, Ont. 
right, DeWinton, Alta. — 
. Craig, Edmonton, Alta. 


migae 


: right, DeWinton, Alta. 

Tigi Rivers. ieee March 18 to 23..2... W. A. Munro, Morrisburg, Ont. 
G. H. Hutton, Lacombe, Alta. 
H. A. Craig, Edmonton, Alta. 


The stock was unloaded at each place visited and stabled in. 
livery barns. Comfortable classrooms were fitted up at each point 
with seats and plenty of windows for light, stoves for heating, ete. 
A hostler and two herdsmen accompanied the stock, looked after 
feeding, grooming, holding in classroom, loading of cars, caring fOr as 
the animals in transit, etc. 


The following programme was carried out at each place: 
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When School was held one week. 


_ Monday.—Grade fat steers. 
Tuesday.—Pure breeds of beef cattle—block test. 
Wednesday.—Sheep, hogs and dairy cattle—block test. 
Thursday.—Dairy cattle and light horses. 
Friday.—Heavy horses. 
Saturday.—Judging contest. 


When School was held two weeks. 
First WEEK— 
Tuesday.—Pure bred beef cattle. — 
Wednesday.-—Grade beef cattle. 
Thursday.—Grade beef cattle—block test. 
~  Friday.—Sheep and swine. 
Saturday.—Swine—block test. 





SEconD WEEK— 
Monday.—Dairy cattle. 
Tuesday.—Light horses. 
Wednesday.—Light and heavy horses. 
Thursday.—Heavy horses. 
Friday.—Judging contest. 


























oh It will be seen from the above programme that all classes of live 
_ stock were dealt with. There were enough animals in each breed to make 
> up a class, so that considerable practice was afforded in placing or 
judging the animals. Score cards were used for the purpose of bring- 
ing out points of the animals before the students. At several of the 
places visited grade cattle, hogs and sheep were bought to be used 
in the block test. These animals were first criticized on foot and placed 
in order of merit, then slaughtered and the carcasses returned to the 
7 class room. These were cut up by butchers and lectures were de- 
livered on the various cuts. This feature of the work proved very 
interesting, much valuable information being derived therefrom. 
At the close of each school a judging contest was held, prizes 
being offered for the best judging of live stock, open to competition 
to members of the school only. A membership fee of $1.00 was 
charged to each regular student, this money being used for fitting 
up the classroom and for prize money in the stock judging contest. 
The two men standing highest in each class had their fare paid by 
the Department of Agriculture to the spring fat stock show at Calgary 
to compete for a grand championship trophy awarded by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. This feature was a great incentive for compe- 
-_, tition during the time the schools were in progress. The trophy 
. was won this year by T. H. Tinney, Medicine Hat. The trophy must 
, be won twice before becoming the property of the holder. 
The whole scheme proved to be most suecessful. The specimens 
of live stock were a great drawing card. Men who had never been 
known to. attend an institute meeting before were present, and after 
attending one session of the school decided to be in attendance at 
all those to follow. In some cases men.who attended the school 


¥ at one town followed it to the next. 





AGRICULTURAL INSTITUTE MEETINGS. 







Quite a large series of regular institute meetings have been 
+ held during the year and Se Iain on Sep weeds, poultry, — 
Boe liv, 7 rv farming have been discussed. ai 
Bios he De taeal ol ewer bas been directed toward the improvement 
the lectures particular attention has been 
Care of Milk, Separating, Ripening and 
and Packing of Butter, Testing of Milk, 


yy 






_ ~of the dairy industry. In 
given to such subjects as 


i x4 Churning Cream, Working 
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the Building up of the Dairy Herd the Ideal Dens: aaah sea 


Feeding, Care, Management and Stabling of Dairy Animals, etc. 
Under the head of poultry the following subjects have been discussed: 
Advanced Methods of Poultry Raising, Natural and Artificial In- 
cubation, Rearing, Feeding and Fattening, Poultry Houses and 
Fixtures, Winter Egg Production, and other subjects of interest in 
connection with the poultry industry. 

Special attention has been given to the question of weeds, the 
identification of the most noxious weeds prevalent in the province, 
and also the best methods of combating such. 

The department was successful in arranging with Prof. H. W. 
Campbell for a series of lectures. This gentleman has a continental 
reputation as an expert in the theory and practice of dry farming.: 
His meetings were well attended and as a result of his work a large 
number of farmers in Southern Alberta are putting into practice the - 
theory recommended by him, and practically all those who have 
followed his advice at all closely are receiving very satisfactory 
results. Owing to the lateness of the date on which he visited the 
province it was not possible to follow in thorough detail the method 
which he recommended but very many farmers have signified their 
intention of following closely what is known as the ‘‘Campbell Sys- 
tem’’ during: the coming year. The department hopes to avail 
itself of the services of Prof. Campbell during the early part of next. 
summer. 

The following is a list of the institute meetings held in the BREE 
vince in 1907: 


Institute Mreretines Hexp 1907.—Weeds, Grain, Forestry and Live Stock. 


PLACES DATES TIME . SPEAKERS 





High: Riveris.. tz... ,:|February 13} 2 ome 8 p.m.  |A. Mitchell, Edmonton, Alta. 
W.C. MecKillican, Calgary, Al. 
D. W. Warner, Edmonton, Al. 


Crosstield sca ae nck. & 
GATStaITS, wena.) Bos: 
IOywuen: Lea an 
Penhold’. GEeay 0th 
ptettlerin.dise ent 
Ti GU Macys OU soeor CWT A 
Morningside. ... 


Blackfalds*cno™. ©. 
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Institute Merrinas Herp 1907.—Dairy and Poultry 





























mt ; ; 
4 . PLACE DATE TIME SPEAKERS 
* Carstairs es ce ome: | March, .11 1.30 p.m. G. W. Scott, Calgary, Alta. 
sae , pe Sip Mason, Straffordville, 
ea. HN : Ont. 
Re Didsbury....,.... Phat Sore Bad id ac age tanesictos Ne 
he (ona dig) nn ir B 12 | 1.30 and 8 p.m. So 
Beeeed Deer, foe. _ 4 213.) 2.30: and 8 ‘pm: : 
Demiiacktaldss;........ eh ae 1.30 p.m. “ 
- Ponoka. . areas seater La 10 a.m. 4 
Rati Ferry Pare wen om hanks 2.30 p.m. i 
, Lo “. 16 | 1.30 and 8 p.m. : 
Sedgewick.......... ae. 8 p.m. 7 
Geoprme Lake. ....... eth 19 1.30 p.m. : 
Baeetirose......,..... Eee 20 10 a.m. 
Lo a a a he 20 8 p.m. ea 
be = -0 21 1: 30\and8 p.m. fe 
peliemand Park... .. ef 22 | 1.30 and 8 p.m. | , 
ws Wetaskiwin......... ars 1.80 p.m. ae 
UE peel eS ncn: i 
MSMRETIE Re nS. mac: PAP Oke Alp. ms ¥ 
Bmemettomiog: 5...) , 9“ (27 1.30 p.m. x 
OT ON es 1.30 p.m. , 
_ Valley MRE ee Bees. os. eS) 1.30 p.m. , * 
RerecOmbe:......-.... S30 2pm. 5 
_ Josephsburg Peers en Ail yO: LOPT 11%, rere C. Marker, Calgary, Alta. 
ee Ce ee G. W. Scott, Calgary, Alta. 









x InstiruTe Mrerines Herp 1907.—Weeds, Poultry and Dairy. 





PLACE DATE | TIME SPEAKERS 











sf 
aa) CE September 3 10 a.m H.S. Pearson, Red Deer, Alta 
ey A. Mitchell, Edmonton, Alta. 
| aS / A. W. Foley, Edmonton, Alta. 
Techeue,...........- : . 3 
Meieer Gey... 2... “ ct 4 
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Instirute Mrrtines Hetp 1907.—Dry Farming. 
PLACE DATE TIME _ SPEAKER 
Medicine Hat........ June 24 2 p.m. Prof. H. W. Campbell, = 
Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Lethbridge.iv,.:.,-s ne 2454 2 and 8 p.m. Y 
Claresholin\<; 0.20 Berea) 10 a.m. _¥ es 
Macleod sy sre a see Bay 8 p.m os - 
Pineher 'Creek..!...=... eet 2 and 8 p.m - 
Pishburtia))o.6 ee pr te) 10 a‘m. co. 
Mountain View...... ae’ t.) ro ema i ’ 
Gardston. acuta ts ~ 129° 10sa mos Aes Soe ie 
Magrath sence tan ee July 91) 8 p.m. ; 3 . 
Raymond a: aee mace 7 Z. 2 p.m. a 
ag N anton’,)75 ake “ 3 2 p.m. - 
Dap River anti et ine 8 p.m. - 
QMEOtOKS: 4 Adon oh a eee 2 p.m. gs 
Caleany a. oy tnd ae CaO 1 p.m. « 
PALPOIIG Sede ccutear Aes ee 8 p.m. _ 
Garatairs) ita a 6 2 p.m. 2 
Didsbury... eens eine, Aa 7.30 p.m. 4 


gether with dates and names of judges: 















AGRICULTURAL FAIRS. 


During the year the following new societies have been organized: 


Priddis and -Millarville Agricultural Society .............+.Priddis. 
Viking and Birch Lake x o>? Sh ia fs) Sy ce Moe een ros Viking. 

St. Albert and Morinville “ . Te ee ee Morinville. 
Stettler ot an Oe te .... Stettler. 
High River — a O Cavk site Slee ees High River. 
Mannville ry Se WRG no ths Sac Mannville. 


OFFICIAL JUDGES. 


The department has supplied two official judges to place the — 
awards. For the Calgary and Edmonton fairs three men were 
employed: W. B. Fuller, Woodstock, Ont., for light horses; Geo. — 
Gray, Newcastle, Ont., for heavy horses; and Alex. Smith, Maple 
Lodge, Ont., for cattle, sheep and swine. The department was also 
able to secure the services of A. G. Paterson, Winnipeg, to place 
the awards on horses at the fairs held toward the latter part of-the @ 
season. All the other men who officiated as judges reside within — 
the province. It is gratifying to know that universal satisfaction a | 
has been given by all these men. | ’ ee 

_ The following is a list of fairs held in the province in 1907, to- 
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( FAIR DATE JUDGE FOR HORSES JUDGE FOR CATTLE, SHEEP AN 
i SWINE ; 
_Edmonton....../July 1, 2,3,4 |S. B. Fuller, Woodstock, Ont... {A. Smith, Maple Lodge, Ont. 
ea A |Geo. Gray, Newcastle, Ont..... ; 
MNO VSEALL Sis. « July 4,5 oe ot 
(OPN epr aia ye July 9,10,11,12. i cs 
pOkotoksy..5..)... July 16, 17 ie % 
Pemepeioh River... .. July 18, 19 iy uf 
Red Deer....... July 23, 24 D.C. Robertson, Edmonton, Alta xy 
Strathcona..... July 24 gu RS 1 
Ft.Saskatchew’n|July 26 W. Moodie, DeWinton, Alta....|Bryce Wright, DeWinton, Alta. 
Macleod........ July 31,Aug. 1 a ie 
Lethbridge..... Aug. 6, 7, 8 ‘ us : 
MICU eee. 4s Aug. 8, 9 a eae T. B. R. Henderson, Edmonton. 
Magrath..:...../Sept. 19, 20 A. G. Paterson, Winnipeg, Man. |T. H. Tinney, Medicine Hat, 
maymond...... Sept. 24, 25 . te Alberta. 
‘Cardston....... Sept. 26, 27 _ Rte 
Medicine Hat.../Oct. 1, 2 Be J. G. Clark, Calgary, Alta. 
Lacombe.......|Oct. 3, 4 Jor Clarke Calmary ae Alten T. H. Tinney, Medicine Hat, A. 
meeLonolra .t-. v. Oct 7, 8 A. G. Paterson, Winnipeg, Man.|J. G. Clark, Calgary, Alta. 
‘ Wetaskiwin.....JOct.9,10 - 4 = 
eae Morinville... -... Oct. 10 - . 
Sajevermilion ...... Oct. 1, 2 D.C. Robertson, Edmonton..../W. R. Winslow, Lacombe, Alta. 
Vegreville...... Oct. 3, 4 a Y ae : 
POV PRIN ge. >t . Oct. 7, 8 S . s 
Ma mbOM dns so. x ss cet. 15 E. C. Hallman, Airdrie, Alta...|S. W. Paisley, Canyon, Alta. 
- Pincher Creek... |Oct. 16 = ES 
Sy er ridis, 3c... h< Oct. 18 a ae - 
Perse idsbury.. 0. Oct. 14 A. G. Paterson, Winnipeg, Man.|W. R. Winslow, Lacombe, Alta. 
Stettler ...5.... Oct. 1, 2 H. A. Craig, Edmonton, Alta. |G. H. Hutton, Lacombe, Alta. 


The Alberta Fairs Association organized for the purpose of 
improving exhibitions have a committee appointed to draft new 
regulations in connection with the prize lists and to make sugges- 
tions for their improvement. Owing to some matters over which 
the committee had no control the recommendations were not forwarded 
to the secretaries of the societies in time to be made use of for this 
_ year. These recommendations are in the hands of the secretaries 
-. now and it may be expected that there will be a decided improvement 
in the prize lists for the coming year. The association held a meeting 
in Calgary during the time of the fat stock show and arranged dates 
for the fairs to be held during the season. 


The following is a statement showing the number of entries, 
- the amount paid in prizes and grant for exhibition purposes: 
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The following is a statement showing the number of agricultural __ 
societies, their membership, the number of meetings held, the at- 
tendance at the same and the amount of membership grant earned 
by each: 


INSTITUTE STATEMENT, 1907. 











NUMBER NUMBER TOTAL MEMBERSHIP 
SOCIETY -- OF OF AT-* GRANT 

MEMBERS MEETINGS | TENDANCE | PAYABLE 1908 
Cardstonw. ae 2. mq Lt 2 25 $ 150.00 
Deseréett{larcne ae ee 2 65 145.00 
Didsbtisyacmiae ie aman aoe 78 2 195 78.00 
Innisfail 248 a oe ee 173 2 490 150.00 
Lacombe 8.2% ea ere on 88 2 200 88 .00 
Lethbridge and district..... 186 2 275 - 150.00 
Macleod arts se eee 200 2 92 150.00 
MedicinetHatitc.cen.2 eee 137 2 287 137.00 
Gi) Fe Fe ran ee SL fh Aa aR 119 2 180 119.00 
Pinchier Creek. °...:.. 80 ‘© Lea boshe. Gt tea 
Ponokae.= Ape ce eee 130 2 45 130.00 
Raymond Seapets i oe 150 2 350 150.00 
Okotoks sae: <caleiee 196 2 47 150.00 

Vermilion Valley & Beaver 

Dake. cee er re 120 sa Too. fe ates , 
Wetaskiwin saathe eee 4 1 LBD «oper ster 
Lede sees A ae ee 114 2 175 114.00 
INantoritea, biecee ee es eee 76 2 140 76.00 
Vermilion: 2oel-2e 5 coe ie 80 2 157, 80.00 
High Riverssas st awn on 97 2 107 97.00 
Priddis and Millarville..... 70 2 73 70.00 
Viking and Birch Lake dis. 151 2 90 150.00 
St. Albert and Morinville... 129 2 85 135.00 
Mannville ie ote tae 50 4 24), >is aoa 
Stettlenwcncg ee ake ee ees 156 2 85 150.00 


SEED GRAIN FAIRS. 


Owing to the fact that the department has increased the grant 
for seed grain fairs the interest has been greatly stimulated. ‘These 
fairs are held by the agricultural societies in conjunction with the 
representative of the Dominion Seed Branch of the Department of 
Agriculture, W. C. McKillican, of Calgary. | a 

The following is a list of seed grain fairs held within the province 


THE PROVINCIAL SEED FAIR. 


For the past three years the seed branch of the Dominion Depart- 
ment of Agriculture has been conducting seed fairs throughout the 
province, in connection with the local agricultural societies, for the - 
exhibition, sale and exchange of farm seeds. It was thought that it — 
would be a good thing to hold a provincial exhibit where exhibitors | 
in all parts of the province could be brought together and compete — 
for prizes, in the various classes of grains. It was suggested that the 
fair be held at different places in the province from year to year. 

In accordance with these suggestions it was decided to hold the _ 
first Provincial Seed Fair at Edmonton, on March the 6th, 7th and — 
Sth. Over one hundred grain growers from all parts of the province — 
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ai: mares their grain for competition, which made an excellent exhibit. 
é i e rules and regulations in the prize list require the exhibitor to 
_ have on hand for sale for seed, not less than 50 bushels of each of the 
various classes of grains. The entry tickets give the name and 
a address of the exhibitor, the number of bushels. of grain for 
| pe tan the price ish aaa By this means those requiring seed 
oe ave an excellent opportunity of Wi 
Pecans pp y of procuring seed of the highest 
| Below will be found a list of the pri is fai 
j prizes offered at this fair, to- 
“a gether with the names of the prize winners in the various classes: 


‘ 


ProvincraAL Spxrp Fair. 


BAYS PRIZE LIST. 
erg Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 
; 10 


ye 
1 ‘2. Winter wheat, any soft variety................... 13 % 4 ie 
er punewheat, Red Fife |... 1.0... 6s ORC LZ LDA eee ae 
_ 4. Spring wheat, any other good milling variety....... Loe Bee 
Cae DANNET ye ye hl kde coda ce cee. Lo IAAZ > 10 eine owen 
. 6.- Oats, any other long or milling VETLOUY Messin ower: Lom 2 LOS eee. 
7. Oats, any short or feed variety................... 13/5 (OOPS, 2s 
8. Barley,/any two-rowed variety...............!... 1273) 4 
: 9. Barley, any six-rowed variety.................... NS Bey! 
= ar eee mn ae ne i Sy ipo aes 
Me i oe is ak Us ek yn hg cas oe 8 lero eos 
Meeeroiny seed) ee 8551-3 
emer rome crass’ secd eee. 8" peers 
Meemaevererass sced wy. Se. a ei SU MOmane 
eee ee Ver SOON itis) see Sob cs eee See Sheed Stak are 
; Be Ue CIOVET SECU, 62... veya PEs ded ven 2s Sarees 
BE ht ee hay ds ro ane apn 


ae In addition to the above, commended and highly commended awards will be | 


PRovincrad SEED Farr. 
Bo. Edmonton, March 6th, 7th and 8th, 1907. 


y LIST OF PRIZE WINNERS. 

5 ~ Class 1, Alberta Red wheat: 1st, Wm. Leavitt, Leavitt; 2nd, Thos. Leavitt, 
Leavitt; 8rd, Wm. A. Woolford, Cardston; 4th, Thos. H. Woolford, Cardston; 
5th, Frank Creamon, Cardston; 6th, Hyrum J. Bowden, Cardston. 

Be, Class 2, Winter wheat, soft: Ist, Wm. Traub, Didsbury; 2nd, F. W. Kienbaum, 
; Olds; 3rd, A. L. Boyd, Bowden. - : 

a 4 Class 3, Wheat, Red Fife: Ist, Harvey Wooley, Medicine Hat; 2nd, Joseph 
_ Atkinson, Medicine Hat; 3rd, Ivan R. Lindsay, Clover Bar; 4th, Wm. Keith, Clover 


a Bar; 5th, Adolph Johnson, Clover Bar; 6th, C. S. Crest, Lethbridge. 
Be 2nd, Jos. Y. Card, Cardston; 3rd, Geo. T. White, Red Deer. 
Bar; 8rd, R. McAllister, Strathcona; 4th, M. Smeltzer, Edmonton; 5th, A, J. Stan- 








Class 7, Oats, any short or feed variety: Ist, R Fisher, Spruce Grove; 2nd, 
- Albert Lougheed, Bowden; 3rd, E. Alpaugh, Conjuring Creek; 4th, Ernest Johann- 
sen, Strathcona. | | 
Class 8, Barley, any two-rowed variety: 1st, Fred H. Herbert, Strathcona; 
_ 2nd, Thos. H. Woolford, Cardston; 3rd, T. Dorward, Edmonton. 


ty J Richards, Red Deer; 3rd, Le ph hese mela Bar. 
Bet C] 10, Peas: 1st, John A. McLeod, Kamonton. 
_ ae Ek Flax seed: Ist, Fred H. Herbert, Strathcona; 2nd, Ralph Hulbert, 


ee Chace 12, Timothy seed: 1st, S. E. Howard, Innisfail; 2nd, H. B. Moore, Innis- 


cl 


ass 13, Brome grass seed: Ist, Alex. S. Blackwood, DeWinton. 
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Class 9, Barley, any six-rowed variety: Ist, A. Von Mielecki, Calgary; 2nd, . 
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‘On each afternoon of the days of the fair a programme of 
excellent lectures was delivered by competent men, on Subjects | e 
of interest to grain growers, such as— : 

1. Causes of defects in. wheat. 
ee? 2. Smut in grain, and its treatment. 
iH iy 3. Eradication of weeds. 
pr 4. Grain judging. 

These lectures were well attended and much interest shown. _ 

The writer commenced his duties as secretary of the Beef Com- 

- mission on May 138th, on which work he was engaged until Septem- 

ber 14th. Since this date until the writing of this report matters 

pertaining to Beef Commission work have occupied considerable of 

, his time, consequently it was impossible to visit many of the fairs ie 
at held during the season. 

ee - H. A. Craia, 7 

Superintendent of Fairs and Institutes. 
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8.—hEPORT OF THE PROVINCIAL HEALTH OFFICER. a 
Sir,—I have the honour to submit a report of the year 1907 on A 
matters pertaining to the public health of the province. For con- (ae 
venience the report is taken up under the headings of public health a7 
and hospitals. ae 
RET, & 

I.—PUBLIC HEALTH. ; oe 

; Taking the province as a whole the health of the people during ae 
the year has been good. ha 

; Owing to the severity of the previous winter and to the fact Ary 
that large numbers of cattle had perished through the severe tem- at 
peratures it was found necessary to remove from the streams and aes 
other places numerous carcases of animals in order to avoid their °* “8 

- pollution by noxious matters. ce 
It is satisfactory to note that whilst the reports of contagious « a 

and infectious diseases from the medical health officers of the muni- i= 
cipalities and physicians throughout the province are being received ae 
with greater regularity and precision than last year, yet there is aS 
_ room for more attention upon the part of those whose duty it is to aes 
* report such matters, as it is only by their co-operation and promptness ce 
in making these returns that the information obtained in this manner ay 
throughout the province may be gathered together and compiled in ae 
some permanent book-form so as to be of use for reference to those eee 
interested in the advancement of the public health of the province. Re, 
Contagious and Infectious Diseases. , Re 

eS 


~ Smallpox was epidemic during the early months of the year in aj 
the southern portion of the province and considerable effort and ea 
expense were entailed in its suppression. The amount of money . ce 
actually expended in checking this disease was $2,137.74. However, ; 
the results of these efforts are shown in that the few cases that 
have broken out in the interval could be traced to the previous 
epidemic. This disease will be difficult to eradicate from the province 
as long as the immigration into the country on such a large scale is 
taking place, the contagion being brought over from the States mostly ae 
by settlers and in their effects. . igs 
Scarlet jever, diphtheria, measles and chickenpox have been 
_ prevalent in different parts of the province. (Se Ee. 
Typhoid fever is on the increase, and in my opinion this disease 
requires to be carefully looked into and guarded against. It may ~ te 
be safely said that this disease causes more monetary loss to any ee 
individual or community, outside of the loss of life due to the disease ee 
itself, than any other disease. ae 
In connection with contagious and infectious diseases, I desire 
to point out that notwithstanding the general improvement in sanitary me, 
conditions of the municipalities and villages these diseases will in- is 
crease in proportion as the immigration into the province increases. . 
Herewith is appended tables showing that a total of 1,648 cases 
e+ of contagious and infectious diseases were reported during the year. 
- To this is also added a table giving the mortuary statistics for 
ae the year, arranged according to the Bertillion system. 
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CASES REPORTED 1907. 


DISEASE 


Ghickenp@K.! 0.) 2-0 
Diphtheria 
pons 


Whooping Cough 
Tuberculosis 


re 
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MORTUARY STATISTICS, 1907, 
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Wek NATIONALITY MONTH 








TOTAL 


Canadians 
Americans 


| 70 and over 
| Not Specified 
November 

| Not Specified 


Scottish 
Germans 
Austrians 
Galicians 
February 
December 
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Provincial Board of Health. | be 





+e : ‘ 
easter ts I desire to say that the Provincial Board of Health was formed’ _ 
on the 26th day of July, with the following members: Dr. J. D. — 
‘“ Lafferty of Calgary, Dr. C. N. Cobbett of Edmonton, Dr. F. H. Mew- 
burn of Lethbridge, Mr. Owens, the provincial sanitary engineer, 

_ and the provincial health officer, who, under The Public Health Act, 
is also secretary to the board. : 
ae Dr. Lafferty was elected chairman. At the first meetings the 
Board had the benefit of the presence of Dr. Bryce, chief medical 
Officer of Immigration Department, Dominion Government, in an 
__ advisory capacity, whose experience for many years in public health 
matters in Ontario as chief health officer for the province placed him | 
in a position to offer valuable suggestions during the course of their 
; discussions. | | 
, The board has made progress in the arduous work of formulating 
~ regulations covering matters of public health. This work is now being 
revised and completed, and will be submitted to the Executive 
Council for approval. I believe few people realize the number of 
-' complications which arise and the enormous amount of time neces- 
sary to satisfactorily formulate the rules and regulations called for 

~ under the provisions of The Public Health Act. 


mech II.-- HOSPITALS. 5 


So The following hospitals receiving Government aid were inspected 
~~. during the year: . | 


ie Medicine Hat General, Medicine Hat. ' 

2. Galt Hospital, Lethbridge. 
; Edmonton General, Edmonton. 

Holy Cross, Calgary. 

Public Hospital, Edmonton. 

,Macleod General, Macleod. 

Misericordia, Edmonton. 

My Calgary General, Calgary. 

ite, Pincher Creek Memorial, Pincher Creek. 

3 Red Deer Memorial, Red Deer. 

of Roland M. Boswell, Vegreville. 

pe General Public, Strathcona. 

fe ‘ United Mine Workers’, Canmore. a 


ae To which may be added the Bawlf and Pakan Hospitals, and also the 
- Salvation Army Rescue Home at Calgary, which also comes under 
x this inspection. *, Le 

a eterally I have found the conditions with regard to the hos- 
-_ pitals good. It is apparent, however, that the present arrangement 
e: ~ between the Government and the hospital board with regard to the 


‘tal grant is unsatisfactory to them, as it was stated to me by 
oe ons associated with this work that it works a hard- 










a twenty-five cents per 
‘ing patients, while appea 1] 
ak He aldo found that many of the patients entering as paying patients 
are unable to, or ae ae My f 
es be discharged, | L 

2 es ty wy opinion, therefore, it would be better if a. definite 
» *s amount per atient were a ; : ‘ A Nein 
me ital Me ctive of whether he be a paying or non-paying patient. ~ Brats 

« Another feature which was brought to my notice was the expense 
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and maintenance for patients that come fro iniges the minice a 
» ities or districts in which the hospitals are situated, the hospital 
authorities claiming that they are unable to collect any thing to defray — 
these expenses from such municipality or district where the patient 
resides and, therefore, the hospital caring for such patient is at a loss. 
The present method adopted by most hospitals in admitting © 
a patient upon the order of a physician is not satisfactory. In most 
cases no enquiries are made previous to the admittance of the 
patient as to who will be responsible for the payment of the ex- 
penses incurred during his stay for treatment, etc., at the hospital. 
The physician upon whose order the patient is admitted assumes 
no responsibility and consequently this system, which appears to be 
the usual one adopted throughout the province, by the hospital 
authorities, is of little or no value in the protection of the hospital 
boards from loss. 
While most of the hospitals are equipped with fire escapes of the 
ordinary pattern, yet those of a style suitable for conveying helpless 
or bedridden patients on stretchers are conspicuously absent. 
Herewith is appended a statement showing the number of 
patients treated at the hospitals, the number of days treatment, 
the cost per patient per day and the value of charity work done, 
together with a statement showing their financial conditions. 
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EXPENDITURE REVENUE LIABILITIES 
= ————“ 
LOCATION Expended | Interest Cash Proceeds CONTRIBUTIONS Interest | = 1 Total in- 
on on loans & on TOTAL of loans . On hand Opert bearing | Mortgages | © | debtedness| Increase 
Furnishings} Mortgages Hand and Jan. 1, r Gov’t Grant | Gov’t erant Pay From other TOTAL Accounts notes in on Real = Dee. 31 over 
ore 3 Mortgages 1907 Local —|July 1 Dec. 31Jan. 1-June 30| Patients Sources the bank Estate | 1907 1906 
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ne Sha < s Edmonton...... 2,143.87 830.85 365.15 | 23,038. 3: 9,025.00 93.40 288.75 00 1,981.50 7,920.42 2,649.76 23,038 . 3: Sr ne 1,284.80 |P18,025.50 19,309.80 9,530.60 
eee E.amMontonen =: 1,425.67 2,535.63 | 907.22 | 17,262. 51.51 1,928.83 3,038.15 215 2,787 .50 5,551.10 2,404.95 LG 213 2nd Oe) | are ee 2,100.00 | 50,000.00 52,100.00) | 5 > tems 
sas cares Lethbridge...... 1,306.90 2,037.83 | 17,867. Sree 2,373.25 1,134.10 50 1,381.75 | 11,232.82 615.59 17,867. See Soe) |. 5 ee SSE ARTS BPee 
Calcary een 3,436.35 | Pemest pete 6 cots] 2 kis ans 73,897 | 30,0002 005|= ene ee 3,263.50 00 2,687.75 | 12,452.57 1,403.05 57,044. $16,852.42 | =... seen -00 |. cf). ss 35,000.00 
LY een noe Macleod........ 119.95 .27 9,412. 3,271.35 23.01 1,368.90 ps 606.75 3,755.40 39.30 9,412. Se Basta 5 Peat i Se Lys BOS tin Nery ote 
Medicine Hat.... 827.45 301.14 | 54,067." 28,900.00 184.26 5,150.10 50 3,114.25 7,743.11 7,238 . 52 D4, 00.0. (4 st eae eer 15,749.40 | 7000.00 |6%| .....-.. 13,885.63 
Pincher Creek. . . 10700) |= ee SebOs = 832902 | is. oe ote 3,732. 300.00 376 .00 563.50 5.00 178.00 1,429.46 378.78 Sy loa nO 25 la ere 641.18 |More... 8% 641.18 557.26 
Red Deer zca..:| 3,286: 37 | 2,590 210") Saar 102.87 7,201. 1,795.75 603.40 1,422.35 b) HOM ence reyes 2,609 . 94 443.00 AU CE ES pal ier pte 2,555.79 |e |. =e) 12,555.79 1,786.65 
acnals Vegreville....... 268 .64 tern 3,370. esata Rip a 140.00 50 263.75 381.00 1,412.45 2,197. 1,173.35 See. - See Mabe ae 2 eyecare 
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Incurables. 


-The arrangement with the Medicine Hat Hespral in force in 
_ previous years for the care of indigent incurables has been continued 
| during the year. Eight incurables were Se la at this institution. 


Charity and Bites, 
\ 

_ The distress of last winter in many cases was ereat arid the 

_ Government was called upon to assist cases of indigency and sick- 

ness, relief being given in the form of fuel, food, medicine and medi- — 

cal attendance. In all, during the year relief was afforded in whole — 

or in part to some eighteen families. The department is exercising © 
the greatest care with regard to this work so as not to give assistance _ 
a ss: other than where it is necessary, and then only for as short a time as 

- is needful. 


ee _ During the year three paupers were buried at the public expense. 


L. BE. W. IRVING, 
Provincial H Ee Officer. 
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9.—REPORT OF THE SANITARY ENGINEER. 


The importance of laying a right foundation is patent to all 
thinking people, and when this relates to the water supply and sew- 
erage system of a town or city its importance needs not to be dwelt 
upon. As at the present time there are only a few municipalities 
that have established waterworks and sewerage systems, and as the 
province is only in the initial stages of this work it was deemed ad- 
visable to secure the services of an experienced engineer who was a 
specialist in sanitary engineering. The object the Government had 
in this move was that such a man could advise with and assist the 
local municipal engineer in his work and thus possibly save the muni- 
cipality from making serious mistakes or uncalled for expenditures. 
By the Government employing an expert sanitary engineer and plac- 
ing: his services at the disposal of the local municipalities all the 
water, sewerage and sewage disposal systems would be established - 
on modern principles and on lines suitable to the present needs of 
the municipality, but also in such a way as to permit of gradual 
extension in the future as the demand arose. In addition to any 
saving in expenditure which might be effected in this way there 
would be the added advantage that the public health would be amply 
safeguarded. | 

During the next few years the new: Parliament buildings an 
many other large buildings will be undertaken by the Government 
and the services of a sanitary engineer will be very useful in connection 
with them. Acting with the above ideas in view the Government - 
were fortunate in securing the services of Mr. R. B. Owens, B.A., - 
B.E., a member of the Royal Sanitary Institute and for some years 
one- of the resident engineers of Belfast, Ireland. He comes well 
recommended as a specialist in sanitary engineering, and it is hoped 
that the various municipalities will avail themselves of his services. 
which will be given free of cost. Mr. Owens began his work on the 
a ea uly and was appointed a member of the Provincial Board of 
tealth. 


The following is his report for the year: 


Str,—During the six months in which the branch has been in existence much 
useful ground work has been covered. Considerable time has been occupied in 
drafting rules and regulations for the consideration of the Provincial Board of Health, 
covering the subject of sanitary engineering. 

The water supply, sewerage and sewage disposal problems of Edmonton, 
Strathcona, Red Deer and Medicine Hat have been investigated, portions of the 
plans and specifications of these gone into, and future requirements considered; _ 
many of the necessary works are about to be undertaken during the coming summer. 
On the matter of sewage disposal, advice sought by private individuals and business 
firms has also been freely given, and a few plans and specifications for the disposal 
of trade wastes have been considered and approved. 

: R. B. OwEns, => 
Sanitary Engineer. 
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gr - 10—REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE LABORATORY. 
3 | 3 


) (In 1904 a chemical and bacteriological laboratory was established at Regina 
aa for the North-West Territories. On the organization of the Provinces of Alberta 
and Saskatchewan in 1905 the Regina Laboratory passed into the hands of the 


reas : 
=> a 2 


Government of Saskatchewan, an arrangement being made by which the work for a? 
Alberta was still carried on there until the middle of 1907. “Im June, 1907, D. G. “ai 
ry Revell, B.A., M.B., Toronto University, was appointed] analyst and bacteriologist en 
‘ for the Province of Alberta. In December, Dr. Revell was made director of the eh 2 
laboratory.) ee 
. . . pre Fal 4 
mM, S1r,—The provincial laboratory has been established, as a branch PANS 
2 of the department, to carry on work and investigate problems in the ee 
re interests of the public health, the administration of justice, and the — Js. a8 
: agricultural welfare of the province. The requirements for these aS % 


~ 
‘ 


purposes will be developed in the order of the,urgency and the extent 
- of the interests involved. ‘ 
Accommodation for the laboratory has been provided in the 
eo substantial new building in which the Government offices are tem- 
porarily located awaiting the erection of the permanent Provincial 
buildings. Much credit is due to the Department of Public Works 
for the care with which the quarters for the laboratory have been 
:. constructed and fitted up. 
bar ' The laboratory has been supplied with a good initial equipment. 
ea of apparatus for chemical, bacteriological and pathological investi- 
-- gations, and the nucleus of a small working library. A technical 
ex"? assistant has been appointed whose duties are the preparation and 


es 
* 


a 


~ 


a; care of culture media, mailing outfits, and general] attendance in the 
fe laboratory. 

eS: The planning of the laboratory quarters, supervision of fitting 
BN them up, the installing of the apparatus, the general and detailed 
ss organization of the work to be undertaken, has been the. most im- 
ae portant part of my duties in the half year since my appointment. In 
, addition to these, regular routine work has heen carried on in the 


examination of specimens for the diagnosis of diphtheria, typhoid 
. ‘fever and pulmonary tuberculosis. Circulars regarding the scope of 
ow the work of the Jaboratory and directions for sending specimens for 


examination were sent out to all medical practitioners, postmasters, 
: and secretaries of municipalities and villages in order to bring the 
B ‘laboratory in touch with those to whom it can be useful: 

ey Several medico-legal examinations have been made for the 
‘Department of the Attorney General, and by invitation of the 
-——s- Provincial Board of Health I was present in an advisory capacity 
ee at, its session in Edmonton in October. 













; In the organization of any new undertaking the first step is the 
study of the various immediate and future needs to be met and prop- 
he: erly provided for within the limits of its scope. Preliminary to 
undertaking my duties here and purchasing equipment and planning ~ re: 
the laboratory a visit was made to several of the leading public 
health laboratories of Canada and the United States, including those: 
of Toronto, Albany, Boston, New York, Chicago and Minneapolis, 
also those at Winnipeg and Regina. The information gained and the ~ Dal 








ity to compare the various methods of public health and a 


~ — opportun gr ¥, bo Meviia dale 
a iory work in these places has Pi ee value in the 
ee ation rojecti ork in érta. vy Ceece ates 
_ initiation and projection of such work Ramana rs Ree ee 
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THE WORK OF THE LABORATORY. 


The function of the laboratory is to aid in conserving the public 
health, in the furtherance of the agricultural interests and in the 
administration of justice. Its duties thus include examinations to 
aid in the diagnosis of infectious and contagious diseases in man; 
chemical and bacterial examination of water for domestic use; chem- 
ical and bacterial examination of public milk :supplies; examina- 
tion of food stuff suspected of being.injurious to health if used for 
food; investigation of epidemics of disease in man or animals; inves- 
tigation of subjects relating to agriculture, analysis of liquors and 
medico-legal examinations for the Department of the Attorney- 
General. 

These public and provincial matters are carried out gratuitously. 
As an accommodation to interested parties the laboratory will also 
make examinations of pathological fluids and tissues from cases of 
non-contagious diseases for which a small charge is made in these 
instances. The following more detailed but brief description of 
some of the proposed work of the laboratory will show more clearly 
just what the nature of its various functions are: 

Diagnosis of Contagious and Infectious Diseases.—For this purpose 
specimens are sent in by physicians by mail and reports on these are 
sent out by mail and by telephone or telegraph, according to its 
urgency. This work is given preference over other kinds in point of 
time, in order that reports may be made as. promptly as possible. 
The most important communicable diseases in which laboratory 
methods can assist in diagnosing are diphtheria, pulmonary tubercu- 
losis, typhoid fever and rabies. 

Diphtheria.—This disease is due to a certain kind of germ which 
flourishes usually in the throat of the patient, but may occur in other 
parts, such as the ear, nose, mouth, eye, wind-pipe, etc. Itis conveyed 
from the patient to others in various ways, as by coughing, on eating 
utensils, pencils, toys or other objects handled by the patient and 
then by others. Any act such as kissing, or any object that may 


transfer the germs from one mouth to another will spread diphtheria. 


They may be carried by cats, dogs or rabbits. This disease when not 
given early and proper treatment is very fatal, especially to children. 
Fortunately there is a very effective remedy in antitoxin, but it must 
be used early, just as water may be used to extinguish a fire, but the 
longer the fire burns the more damage it does before the water puts 
it out. The water will not undo the fire’s work, neither will the 
antitoxin undo the damage wrought in the body by the poisons of 


the diphtheria germ. It is very important, therefore, to make a. 


diagnosis as soon as possible in the disease and apply the proper 


remedy. A specimen from a sore throat, when examined under the | 


microscope, shows the presence or absence of the special germ of 
diphtheria and. thus enables the physician to decide whether it is a 
case Of diphtheria or of ordinary sore throat. The proper measures 
to be adopted, not only for the treatment of the case, but also for the 
protection of other people, may then be properly applied. The 
germs remain in the throat often for a long time after the symptoms 
of the disease have disappeared, and so long as they are there the 
patient is a menace to other people and should be kept isolated, and, 
if necessary, in quarantine. The germs, however, disappear. early. 
from the throats of some patients, and bacteriological examination 
shows when the patient: may be safely released from quarantine: 


The certainty with which diphtheria can be diagnosed by the aid of | 


bacteriological examination and the prompt cure which can be Bae 
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by early and sufficient use of antitoxin has robbed this disease of much 
x of its awful ravages and terror. ‘There is no better example of the 
ice humerous triumphs of modern medicine than the conquest’ of diph- 
a | theria. Early diagnosis, and the use of antitoxin in proper amounts 
aM would probably reduce deaths from diphtheria to very, very few. 
rive In the diphtheria branch of the Boston City Hospital in the last ten 
at years there were 190 cases of diphtheria among the attendants 
chy - (nurses, doctors, and employees) and not one death in the 190 cases 
: because antitoxin was given early and in sufficient doses. . 
nea A Typhoid Fever is caused by the typhoid bacillus. This germ is 
EN a. the only thing that can produce the disease and it comes only from 
cases of typhoid. Every case of typhoid fever comes from a previous 
—__s €ase, just as plants “breed true” and grow only from the seeds or slips * 
_-~-— of_preceding similar plants—wheat grows only from wheat. The 
germs are given off from the patient in the urine, faeces and saliva or 
fe sputum. ‘They travel to the next victim by. various channels, and 
enter the body only by the mouth. The most frequent ways by which 
et they get to the mouths of the new victims (other people) are by water, 
by sowed hands, by soiled clothing, by flies and by milk. They are 
also taken in with raw food which has been carelessly handled or 
Pages exposed. The germs of typhoid cannot ofiginate in water and water 
-_—~-- ig probably merely a passive carrier of them. It has not been proved 
~-—s that they can multiply in water. Water may become infected by 
‘the discharges of a typhoid patient which are thrown on the ground 


or in a privy pit without first heing disinfected, the germs then being 
ae washed into the well by rain, or thaw water in spring, or being carried 
ER. there by water soaking through the soil. The germs in the well or other 
og water supply may reach the mouth when the water is used for drink- 
oa ing, or for washing vegetables eaten raw, or rinsing out milk vessels — 
or table dishes, or even for washing the hands, face or teeth. One 
2 germ getting into a milk can may multiply so rapidly as to start an 
7 “ epidemic. Boiling the water for one minute will kill all typhoid — 


germs init. This preventative measure should be taken when there 

is any chance that the water is infected, and is necessary for all water 
‘ for drinking, bathing, washing raw vegetables and dishes, especially 
ae milk utensils of all kinds. Flies in many instances carry infection 
Se from privy pits or pails or from the sick-room to the food in the 
re kitchen or dining room. Flies may travel miles to do this. The- 
windows and doors of the sick-room, kitchen and dining room should 












_ Fly-paper and fly-poison should also be used for further 
oes. Phin the anita. nae the patient should be immediately 
ae and thoroughly disinfected. Probably the best thing for this purpose 
ie is freshly slaked lime. It is cheap and effective. It may be used dry, 
ie well sprinkled about the seat and floor of the water-closet and used 
s to cover the evacuations. It is also. very handy as ‘‘milk of lime’ 
eae: which is merely a thick whitewash (one part of dry, slaked lime to : 
ie eight or ten of water) and may be placed in the sick-room vessels. 
" ~~ Raw food, such as green vegetables, or food not fully protected from 
im is flies: should be avoided whenever there is any chance of typhoid fever. 

ame The most important disease in Alberta to-day is probably typhoid 


OOS fever. Smallpox is much rarer and, occurring now usually in very = 
he ‘ h less dangerous disease in a community. \ 


er, i _is also a very muc LY. ae 

a Ba keination there is an easily obtained and perfect protection . 
} 1 : 1 ° } 4 . 7) 
Binat it. When vaccination 1s carried out properly a wg 1 aa 
BS ccinc made by reliable manufacturers 16 1s almost devoid of risk. — ry 
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and is readily transmitted through many channels of infection.. 
As vet we have no cure for typhoid fever and once it is contracted 
it will run its course; therefore, our best energies must be directed 
to prevention of it. 

Pulmonary Tuberculosis.—This, known also as ‘Consumption, ’’ 
is caused by the bacillus tuberculosis. It is spread in several ways 
but the most important are by the sputum of persons with consumption 
and by milk from infected cows. When the disease has advanced so 


far as to cause ulceration in the lungs, the germs may be found by 


microscopic examination of the sputum. Similarly they may some- 
times be found in milk, in which they may be secreted even when 
the udder of the cow is not diseased. ‘Asin the cases of most infectious 
diseases there are three ‘‘factors’’ (or circumstances) which must 
combine before the disease gets a footing. These are the germ, the 
channel by which it gets from one individual to another and suitable 
soil in the body of the new victim. Persons who are in good health 
are very much less apt to take consumption than are those who are 
run down, or whose natural powers of resistance are impaired. It 
will readily be understood that it is very important—— 

1. To know where the germs are, by the diagnosis of every case. 

2. To have all consumptives burn or disinfect their sputum. 

3. To have all milch cows free from tuberculosis. 

4. To keep oneself in good health. 

Samples of sputum sent by physicians to the laboratory are ex- 
amined free of charge and a report sent to the physician. 

Rabies is a public menace from which Alberta appears to be 
happily free this year. But the disease is so-common in the older 
parts of Canada and the United States that it is very likely to be 
introduced into this province sooner or later, or to be brought in by 
wolves, coyotes or other animals of the dog kind. Rabies or hydro- 
phobia is transmitted only by the bite of an affected animal and 
never arises spontaneously. It does not appear in an animal until 
some time after the bite, but it is almost invariably fatal,—always 
so in dogs. Hence any dog suspected of having hydrophobia should 
be safely shut up and kept secure until it either dies or recovers. If 
it recovers or lives a week after showing symptoms, it did not have 
hydrophobia. If it dies with the symptoms of hydrophobia the head 
should be packed in ice and shipped by express to this laboratory. 
It is also required by Dominion statute to notify the Dominion 
authorities. Dr. J. C. Hargraves, of Medicine Hat, is in charge of 
the public veterinary work for ‘Alberta and should be IDE OTE 
notified of any case of rabies. 

Water Examinations.—Besides typhoid fever germs, water may 
also carry germs that cause diarrhoea and dysentery. When present 
these are always due to pollution of the water with human excrement. 
Of course, diarrhcea and dysentery may be, and usually are, due to 
other causes than polluted water. Everybody knows how essential 
pure, uncontaminated water is to the health of a community, and 


how desirable it is to find out if, the water is infected, or contaminated. 


For this purpose examination of the surroundings of the well, spring, 

or stream is the quickest and easiest means. Chemical and bacterial — 
analyses are also valuable when carried out by means of proper samples. 
In many instances, however, the history of the cases in an epidemic 
of typhoid or diarrhoeal disease and an intelligent inspection of the 


water supply are sufficient to dispel or confirm any suspicion attaching © 


to the water. This local study of the water supply and of the typhoid 
cases can be made much more quickly than the chemical and Dae aah 


examinations and is often more significant and certain in ans indications. a) = 
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‘s Such local examinations should be made in every instance and if ae 
«the water is thereby evidently to be regarded as suspicious it should Ha mnenn 
be boiled for every purpose, or the supply (well or spring) should | Pass, 
a be abandoned. If an analysis is desirable the samples must be Cams 
properly taken and cared for according to directions given in a special oe 
circular sent out by the laboratory to medical health officers and Be ey 
local boards of health. Such examinations are made only when DSi 
there is a definite reason to suspect the water to be contaminated. es 
Water is often unjustly blamed for causing sickness, and again it br Lay 
is often used when its surroundings are such that it should be un- bp Pea 
hesitatingly condemned without the needless trouble and expense see 
of a chemical examination. i lea 
e 5 It is exceedingly important for private wells to be properly : ae 
s located, well lined and covered, and scrupulously protected from ae, 
) any possibility of pollution. The curbing should he carried a foot sug 
-_ above the ground, and the pump stand (or well-cover) must be » Bebe) 
' water-tight and sloped so that rain and snow-water will run off. potas 
The well should be fenced in to keep poultry and cattle away from it, Mies = 
and the pump should have a spout to carry the water clear of the oN 
well-top. A poor well-cover is a standing menace to the purity of ae 
the water. One with openings or holes through which mice, frogs pst 
or filth from soiled boots can fall or be washed into the well should oe 
be immediately repaired or replaced by a new one of good construc- ; a 
tion. This is a duty of the well-owner which must be attended to oe ie 
before chemical or bacterial examination will be undertaken by the ola 
laboratory, as this latter work is necessary and warrantable only ae a 
when there is doubt as to the purity of the water owing to the possibility i 
of concealed pollution underground. Wells are much more frequently . a 
/ contaminated from the top than underground. a 
. The number and kinds of bacteria in water change quickly in ee 
samples if these are transported long distances or if much time elapses | a 
before examination of them is begun. Hence bacterial examination «s or 
should usually be begun in the locality of the water supply under ie 
hires investigation. Chemical analysis of water is so delicate that the re oy B 
ods specimen must be most carefully obtained and guarded against the B 
y slightest contamination. When such examinations are necessary, hs 
___ proper bottles for samples will be furnished by the laboratory together . sive 
“With exact directions for getting and shipping the specimens of water. ess 
Analysis of water can be undertaken only when the samples are 5 i 
sur taken according to directions and in outfits supplied by the labor- — Oe 
Be oN rilh Analyses are made to determine the quality as regards a 
~*~ amount of butter-fat, and the use of preservatives or adulterants. a 
. It is very important to have the milk properly sampled, for which Z aS 
Bass: purpose it is essential to stir the contents of the can thoroughly. mere 
ey The samples should be packed in ice and sawdust for shipment to the if fee 
Se laboratory. Bacterial examinations of milk are often valuable in fee: 
is ascertaining the presence of disease in dairy cows and the care with Rie 
Se which the milk is handled. Thorough and frequent inspection of a3 
~~ dairies and of the whole A Of OS aaa the milk is a most 
; ¥ i nts Jutv of local health authorities. i 
é ‘ae we that cleanliness of the milk is of greater, : 
i san ce than richness. The watchwords for good milk are ‘‘cow, ty 
Grn oot and quick.’’ The cow must be healthy, well-fed and well ay 








irs - dirt of any kind getting into © 
be used to avoid hairs, dust or dir ; . 
aa The cow must be clean, especially the udder and teats; 


the milker must be clean,-especially his hands, but also his clothes; Y 


a» «tt 


. mn | . aa 4 ; 
cared for in order to produce wholesome milk. The greatest cleanli- y 






| 


“dry milking’? is alone. hilGwabler the milk utensils and dairy must e 
be scrupulously clean. The milk, after being drawn from the cow, fs 
must be cooled at once to prevent or limit growth of the bacteria that as 
are sure to get in it in spite of every care. The colder the milk is 
kept the better. It should not be higher than 57° F. or better below 
pO hh And quickness is necessary to get oy milk from the oe a : 


ae milk steadily deteriorates. 
The utmost care is necessary in regard to fate because— 
1. It is so much used as a food for children. 
2. It is one of the things in which bacteria grow most rapidly ie 
suitable temperatures. 
3. It is more exposed to contamination (getting bacteria in poke 
' than is any other kind of food. 
4. It is generally used raw, that is without cooking. 


rey G. REVELL, 
Director. 
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THE ALBERTA HORSE BREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


se Officers. . ener os a 
a Runeee resident! 28208 rs Fe A. C. Rutherford, Premier of Alberta. i ei 
per |g SG Cia) aR Ae an J. A. Turner, Calgary. | Peppers 


Ist Vice-President.............D. Cargill, Seven Persons. 
_ 2nd Vice-President............Wm. Moodie, De Winton. ‘ 

- _ Secretary and Managing sige ts 
“gone : IPPrOCLOL teeta. Ok Roe eee EK. L. Richardson. 


a : Breed Directors. 
oa Glydesdales.ab ack ecoedins H. Banister, Davisburg. 
ae SH InGsiemeriae: (oi Uern Nae .....G. Hoadley, Okotoks. 
a Rereherons..2) vi guerre W. B. Thorne, High River. 
eo baekneys? i: esi et anid {HaG, Hallman Auwdrie 
Pye ts) Thoroughbreds....... Pa Bryce Wright, De Winton. 
rae Cosmeh: Breeds icy a.jourigh sae ..G. E. Goddard, Cochrane. | 
~ Sa Standard Breds ...........F. W. Ings, Nanton. 
fene 2 Ponies, 2 2.0. 6... aes cee Co By Brown, Calgary: 
ee Satiollid uch a2 seisnerr et Geo. Jaques, Lamerton. 
‘oe General Directors. | 
_ F. Bedingfield, Pekisko. -D. Thorburn, Davisburg. . 
- Dr. Hargrave. Medicine Hat. Duncan Clarke, Jr., Gleichen. 


B.C. Reid, Olds. | 
yo" Honorary Directors. 
ze i Hon. W. T. Finlay, Minister of Agriculture, Edmonton. 
—-*Dr. J. G. Rutherford, Live Stock Commissioner, Ottawa. 
AS et AG ', Peterson, Calgary. : 
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eae REPORT OF THE SECRETARY FOR 1907. Thee 


. ‘Ly publi 
tlemen,—I beg to submit herewith the | _ 


ad irman and Gen me 
eect, Wea Report of the transactions of the Alberta Cattle — ee 
' Breeders’ Association, being for the year 1907. 
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SEVENTH ANNUAL AUCTION SALE OF CATTLE. Se SON 


The date of the Seventh Annual Auction Sale of bulls was un- 
fortunately set too early in the year. (This sale was. held on April 
1st to 4th, and while this date is too early in any year, it was a particu- 
‘larly incqnvenient date for the sale of 1907, owing to the hard winter 
and the lateness of the spring. At the last annual meeting held 
during this sale it was directed that the next sale be held about the 





20th of May, which I fear is rather going to the other extreme. The 


result of the sale will show more clearly whether the date is a conven- 


ient one or not. The setting of the date of the auction sale at the 


the latter part of May made it impossible for the Horse Breeders’ As- 
sociation to hold their annual show at the same time, which, without 
a doubt, is a very decided detriment to each event. There are many 
cases where a visitor comes to take in the horse show, and decides 
after he arrives here to buy one or two, and sometimes even a whole 
carload of bulls, and on the other hand the attendance at the cattle 
sale also assists the horse show Another very serious objection to 
such a late date for the cattle sale is, that the animals for the fat 
stock show have to be kept over until too late a date. It was at first 
thought that it would be possible owing to the lateness of the cattle 
sale to hold the fat stock show with the horse show, but on further 
consideration it would appear that if the cattle sale and the fat stock 
show were not held together each one would be seriously affected, 
particularly in view of the fact that nearly every person who enters 


stock for the fat stock show also has animals in the sale, and it would - 


be impracticable for him to stand the expense or. to be away from 
home to attend both events if they were held separately. It would 
appear, therefore, to be of the utmost importance to the success of 
the Alberta Live Stock Association’s shows and sale, that their 
events be held at one time, and each association should be prepared to 
give and take a little in the matter of dates, so that its events could 
be held together. Unless this is accomplished, it is impossible to 
work up the interest in either event, which could otherwise be secured, 
and it must be evident to you all that the expense of running these 
events separately is greater. 


Although, as above mentioned the 1907 sale was held too’ early. ~ 


in the year, the prices realized were very satisfactory for such an 
early sale. 192 head were sold at. an: average price of $75.72, or a 
total of $14,538.50. The animals sold were made up as follows: | 


D0 Herelords; B.veraeecUtl te. amintLo2 a mina am .. $79.54 . 
132 Shorthorns, average SBE caeeres es Ree hp Rady Fe $74.64 

1 Galloway ....... Ma reciente chs se.) 

9 Aberdeen Angus, | aver age price. . ar ee Se ena i 


The highest priced animal was sold by arene Sharp, of Lacombe, 
to P. M. Bredt, of Regina, for $170.00. On account of the early date 
of the sale, the cost of feeding the animals from April Ist to about the 
middle of May was transferred from the seller to the buyer, and the 
prices realized were, therefore, as good as $10 or $15 extra per head 


would be if the sale was held in May, particularly in view of the seller 


being relieved of the feeding of the animals during seeding. I attach 


herewith a statement which shows the number of animals sold, and 


the average prices obtained at each of the sales. The statement gives 


a fair idea of the help that the association has been to the breeders, 
and also to the ranchers of Alberta as well as Saskatchewan and British 
Columbia. Up to the present no less than 1,547 animals have been 


sold for a total amount of $188,185, which is by far the largest number | a 3 
of animals sold by any association in Canada or the United States. nf me 


oA ts ae A, ae ae 
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er One of the chief features in the building up of this ‘sale has been the Pa 
Bes.” splendid transportation arrangements which have been in force, 

‘making it possible to bring an animal from any part of Alberta to 
: the sale for $2, and ‘to have animals delivered in Saskatchewan, 


‘Alberta and British Columbia for the nominal charge of $2 per head. 
Another feature, which has very materially assisted in building up — thee 
the sale, is that on account of the sale being organized when thenum- 
ber of breeders of pure bred stock could be numbered on the fingers: \?. ee 

of your two hands, the breeders got into the habit of depending on ne 
this sale practically altogether for the disposal of their stock, andthe = 
buyers were in the same position respecting the purchase of stock. 

_ At the present time no doubt 90% of the pure bred sires that are sold = ee 
In Alberta, are sold through this sale, and the breeders are entering ate 
ea _ their best stock for sale here. As long as the breeders continue to = 
ras enter practically all their annual output of bulls in this sale, its success , ‘ ae 
ay: Bae Wwill be assured, as this will be the means of inducing the buyers to 
og continue to purchase at this sale annually, and not to adopt the = 
oe principle of purchasing by picking over the herds on the farms, Aes 
. which has been necessary in older provinces where sales were not held. - 2 een 


Financial Statement. ae 


The financial statement which will be presented to this meeting | cai ie 
‘shows that the finances of the association are not in as good a con- > “a : 
dition as they were last year. The balance sheet shows a deficit eae 
of $194.82. The chief reason for this is that the Dominion Govern- eee 
ment grant, which in previous years has been credited to the Cattle ean 
Breeders’ Association, last year was divided up equally between the = = 
fat stock show and the horse and cattle associations. On this account Oa, af 


it has been found that if the expenses connected with the association ee 
were not reduced, it would be impossible to carry on the work of the _ 
associations without increasing the fees. Your directors, therefore, ~~ | 
' decided that the expense of providing hay should be placed directly 
upon-the owners, instead of being paid by the association. This will © 
assist considerably in keeping down expenses, and will also be the 
means of preventing so much waste of hay. Pa BN ts 
I have been informed by Dr. Rutherford, Dominion Live Stock 
Commissioner, that it will be necessary to make some change in the 
rules of entry in order to be eligible for the Dominion Government Le oe 
asst grant for 1909. It was the intention of the Dominion Government — y 
‘a not to pay this grant in 1908, but in view of the financial state of the 
associations, the Hon. Minister of Agriculture kindly consented to ae 
pay the grant this year. It is to be hoped that some change in the era 
rules can be agreed upon, which will be satisfactory to all concerned. — | 
~The thanks of the association are due to the Alberta and Dominion ( 
-_ Departments of Agriculture for financial assistance granted by them, ; 
-swithout which it would be impossible for the associations to carry on » 
* the work. In addition to the financial aid which is given the assocla- 
tions by the Government, the: asistance given in other ways is very _ a 
much appreciated, particularly for the supply of judges and speakers pret 
from year to year. 
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Spur Track. ; vy 


| : been endeavouring to 
) he past four or five years we have dea: 1g to 
\ ee a eek put into the exhibition grounds for the convenience = 
me of the Sek men. 1am glad to be able to state that the city council — 4 ie 
have decided to advance the necessary money to put a spur in ints Sei 


By opposite the stables on 13th avenue. This will be a very great co 
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_-—- venience to the ee art of stock to and from the spleen te ee: 
ee platform will now only be about three blocks from ‘the barns. ‘Tt is 

ay eae the intention to extend the Spur on to the exhibition grounds just as 

-. soon as possible. | ays eee." 


ee ae | National Live Stock Convention. a) Meee 


Barr ¢ In February last, your Honourary President, Mr. John A. Terhen ae Bie 
f he ; Vice-President James Sharp, and the undersigned, attended the 
i? x - National Convention of Live Stock Breeders at Ottawa. Several 
eran 3 questions of importance to western breeders were discussed, and ai ae 
Bee i each member will be furnished with a copy of the report of the con- ae 
_ vention, I will not report at length herein. The delegates also oa. 
fies)’ tended ‘the meetings of the various breed associations held — after 
Saag the convention in Toronto, and endeavoured to look after the interests. Joe pri 
pike of western breeders. eights 
r | Respectfully Pua a bet mite ees 


ee 


ieee : Bye. Rice canon ? 
Ar : : Secretary and M. anaging Director. ‘ 
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T. D. Lewis, Claresholm. 
James Tough, Edmonton. 
S. M. Mace, Pekisko. 
H. Bourne, Shepard. 
H. F. Flewwelling, Lacombe. 
Elliott Bros., Airdrie. 
James Wilson, Innisfail. 
P. F. Huntley, Lacombe. 
J.T. Parker, Lacombe. 
Hy. Talbot, Lacombe. 
Kric Sandeman, Cowley. 
O. Palmer, Lacombe. 
A. F. McGill, Lacombe. 
J. H. Fay, Blackfalds. > 
Indian Industrial School. 
Bryce Wright, De Winton. 
James Turner, Calgary. 
R. L. Boyle, Crossfield. 
Hugh McPherson, Calgary. 
A. W. Latimer, Bowden. 
David Martin, Gladys. 
Copley Bros., Calgary. 
Geo. Dunean, Innisfail. 
J. A. Turner, Calgary. 
R. Kk. Bennett, Midnapore. 
Thos. MacMillan, Lineham. 
Wm. Moodie, De Winton. 
Wm. Swanson, Lacombe. 
Chas. Moore, Bowden. 

alter Moss, Shepard. 
J. Mck. Andrews, Davisbuig. 7 
Thos. Laycock, Calgary. 


Financial Statement, 1907. 4 
Receipts. . 
.Balance from 1906. «4 22.5c2. 22 2 eee $ 315.61 
. Memibership. Hees. a0 Gyio. 2 ee ee een a oak Rr. OMY) 
Hronations #5: 2 2h) hae A ee net ee eee TSO 
Entry ‘Wees'. 0 pda d 2k ee ec eee 249.00 
Freight devise enctadele bloc cp hele ee 875.05 
Proceéds.of Sales: (52257 fuel ee ee eee ee 14,638.50 
Grants. 204) oi hee Gace oe ne oe ee ae sg 816.75 
bob se OM PIE epee Pw ay lg BE. ig ke 240.00 
Share of Gate Receipts.....:......:. 3 ee & Bare ea 60.70 
Commnissiony.;:i):,. cc < oie ani ae ange ge oe 325.95 
Hxchange.on Chequess... faces Ae eee Sages Meat 10.25 - 
Balance Overdraft...) 2s Si ee eee ee ee 194382 - 
$17,878.63 
: Disbursements. 
Breights 0... s0..00: ade ee Pee ae 
PHOS. FO en Arte REE OO oR EA 175.83 
Postage, Stationery, Office and Grounds Expense and 
Jixtra! Help, psai\.2 tun on eee eee ee eee ee 579.28 
Printing and Advertising “ii, 7) et ete eee 407.34 
Proceeds of Sale. «.<o ees A ee TEA OSs a cera 14,638.50 
Hay, Straw and Sawdust... . ee. oc an. eee ee eee 489.15 
Salaries, Secretary and Stenographer............:... 675.00 
Travelling Expenses, Convention Regina............ 65.00 
Sundries 2s. 2 2s. ee eee 24.50 
$17,878 .63 


Audited and found correct.—F. R. Exuam, Auditor. . 
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List of Members for 1906 up to March 25th, 1907. 


Mrs. C. Ellis, Innisfail. 
F. McGregor, Airdrie. 
Robt. Pratt, De Winton. 
Klaas Peters, Didsbury. ° 


Jos. McPherson, Calgary. 
H. W. Metcalf, Lacombe. 
Jno. Dunean, Innisfail. 

J. L. Walters, Lacombe. 
C. W. Peterson, Calgary. 
J. & W. Sharpe, Lacombe. 
Jno. Campbell, Bowden. 


Jno. Morton, Calgary. 


Jno. Robinson, Innisfail. 
Wm. Postill, Red Deer. 

_ Thos. Talbot, Lacombe. 
Jno. Clarke, Jr., Gleichen. 
A. Fletcher, Mound. 

A. Saunders, Lacombe. 


Jno. Ramsay, Priddis. 
C. W. Perry, Calgary. - 


' A. H. Bolton, Gladys. ~ 


Thos. D. Edgar 
_ Capt. Trayner, G 
- C. E. Walker, C 


et NRSC TOY: Sine al 


S: W. Findlater, Lacombe. 


Lew Hutchinson, Duhamel. 


P. Talbot & Sons, Lacombe. 


R. E. Johnston, Lacombe. 


Ed. Waines, Springbank. = 
.Geo. Hoadley, Okotoks. - 


A. P. Olson), Red Deer. nee 
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ing J. D. Chambers, Crossfield. Innisfail Agriculture Co 
C. E. Byron, Jumping Pond, E. J. Treathy Innisfail. 
Geo. Geary. F, F. Malcolm. 
Wm. Niddrie. D. Thorburn, Davisburg. 
W. Beresford, Calgary. Lethbridge Agric. Society. 
R. Shepard, Strathcona. Dr. J. B. Harrington, Lacombe. 


Wm. Lineham, Okotoks. H. H. Jenkins, Pincher Creek. 
Chas. Shattuck, Davisburg. Thos. Daly, Edmonton. > 
: H. Banister, Davisburg. J. W. Mohler, Wetaskiwin. 
W. J. Tregillus, Calgary. F. R. Cathro, Calgary. 
Fred. Cowan, Kansas. Wm. Anderson, De Winton. 
W. C. Jamieson, Calgary. James McNichol, Blackfalds. 
Jno. Atsinger, Blackfalds A. Naessens, Davisburg. 
W. J. McClure, Innisfail. J. H. Seott, Innisfail. 
yy. Ed, Maude. Chas. Moore, Bowden. 
S. R. English, Warwick. Robt. McPherson. 
_W. E. Tees, Tees. H. W. Watkins, Olds. 
E. 1: Adams, Calgary. Wilson Bros., Red Deer. 
} D. Sinclair, Innisfail. F. A. Cull, Canyon. 
Reid Bros., Cochrane. Parker & Fraser, Lacombe. 
. J. Horner, Macleod. F. J. Taylor, Lamerton. 
Imp. Cattle Ranch Co., Winnipeg. O. E. Brown, City. 
‘ Wm. Gier. A. Saunders, Lacombe. 
J. H. Grose, Valley City. A. C. Hare, Earlsville. 
Ni Swift Bros., Clover Bar. Jacob Hamm, Didsbury. 
aie D. Sinclair, Innisfail. Jas. Shouldice, Gleichen. 
ge! H. K. Peters, Didsbury. Wm. Thirsk, Wetaskiwin. 
J.D. Chamber, Crossfield. W. V. Mencke, De Winton. 
aie Pat Turner, Wetaskiwin. _ _W. Golley, Edmonton. 
____ R.. Bennett. | T. Kennedy, Camrose. 
ae 
sa Me ASP PakieNe) loo: 
: we a 
ae frets | 
FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ALBERTA NATURAL 
a HISTORY SOCIETY. 
set : The first annual meeting was held in the Orange Hall at Innisfail 
oie on the afternoon of Wednesday, November 28th. Owing to a rail- 
_-——s way accident the members from the north were unable to be present. 
-_-—s*Dr. «XH. George, the president, occupied the chair. 
a aA: THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 
2 J . 7 : ; e °ee 
ae I assure you that it is one of the proudest moments of my life 


that I am able to address you as the first president of a society that 
has long been my ambition to see started in the Province of Alberta. 
I hope the society will last for many years and become one of the 
most esteemed institutions of this land of our adoption. Canada 
is the finest jewel in the crown of Great Britain, and Alberta is well 
on the way to being the finest jewel in the crown of Canada. | 
, It is a red letter day in the history of the town of Innisfail, that 
she has been chosen as the place where is held this first meeting of _ 
the Alberta Natural History Society. Most people know that ever a 
since I have been a resident of Alberta I have been an ardent lover ia 
of nature, and the fame of the Innisfail Museum, which was opened Ara ss. 
to the public a year ago last January, has travelled far and wide. eae "4 ee 
} I must give you a few points of history in connection with the — ae 
work of this society. In 1899. Mr. Percy B. Gregson, of Blackfalds si Br. 
who is known to nearly everybody in this district and who is one of | 






s 
ee 
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the best, if not the best, entomologists in Alberta, formed a society i 
called the North-West Entomological Society. The fourth annual sj 
meeting of the society was held in Calgary on November 5th, 1902, 

and at that meeting it was dissolved and the Territorial Natural 

History Society organized, thereby enlarging the scope of the work 

and attracting many more nature observers who were interested — 
in the study of other branches of nature. At that meeting the officers 

elected for 1903 were the following: 

President—P. B. Gregson, Blackfalds. 

ist Vice-President—C. W. Peterson, Regina. 

2nd Vice-President—A. G. Wolley-Dod, Calgary. ~ 

Secretary-Treasurer—T. N. Willing, Regina. 

Branch Directors—Entomology—F. H. Wolley-Dod, Calgary; — 
Rev. J. Hinchcliffe, Red Deer. an 

Botany—C. Nivens, Prince Albert; E. B. Hutcherson, Regina. 

Ornithology—Dr. H. George, Innisfail; F. Dippie, Calgary. 

Ex-Officio Director—The Commissioner of Agriculture, N.W.T. 

Curators of Museums—Blackfalds, P. B. Gregson; Calgary, J. 
F. Boyce; Regina, T. N. Willing. 

A resolution was unanimously adopted urging the Territorial 
Government to provide at as early a date as possible the necessary 
accommodation for a public natural history museum. As a nucleus 
for the formation of the museum at the Territorial Capital, a quantity 
of botanical and entomological material has been placed at the dis- 
posal of the society by Mr. Willing and will be displayed when ade- 
quate accommodation is provided. This, I take it, is in the possession 
of! Mr. Willing at Regina and will still form the nucleus of a _ pro- 
vincial museum for the Province of Saskatchewan. The following 
property has been transferred from the old society to the new and is 
in the possession of the curator at Blackfalds: Coleoptera, 700 species; 
Lepidoptera, several hundred species and varieties; other small 
collections of entomological objects. Botany, a collection of local — 
plants, noxious weeds, seeds of weeds and miscellaneous fossils. 
All the above is, I hope, still in the hands of Mr. Gregson at Black- 
falds and will either remain there as a nucleus for the Blackfalds | 
museum or go to the future provincial museum at Edmonton. : 

The next annual meeting was held in the Alexandra Hall at Cal- 
gary on the 18th of February with a large attendance. Mr. Gregson 
and Mr. F. H. Wolley-Dod gave very interesting lectures on insects, 
illustrating them by magic lantern slides which were greatly appre- 
ciated. A resolution was added to the constitution to the following 
effect: That local branches may be formed with power to elect their 
officers and the president of each such branch shall be a director of 7 
the society. The election of officers for 1904 resulted as follows: Bag 

President—P. B. Gregson, Blackfalds. ! 

Ist. Vice- President—F. H. Wolley-Dod, Millarville. 

2nd Vice President—Dr. H. George, Innisfail. 

- Secretary-Treasurer—T. N. Willing, Regina. Bn 

Curators and officers as before. 

The president’s address was admirable, and Mr. F. H. Wolley- | 
Dod followed with a paper on the Lepidopterous Insects of 1903... - 
I then gave an address on ‘‘The Birds of Prey of Alberta,’’ ius OES 
trating the same with specimens of their eggs and pictures of the.) Sauk 
birds, endeavouring to point out to the farmer and public at large _— 
the: hawks, owls, etc., that were beneficial and should, therefore, be — 
preserved, and those that did a great deal of harm and should, if not — 
exterminated, at least be kept within bounds. Gathering | records é 
of bird migration was brought up at this spe: by MAES, G. ie 



















i province. By far the greater portion of the birds are migratory, 


coming here as a rule in the warm seasons to breed and departing in 
winter, though some spend their winters here and their summers in 


a _ the frozen north. Everybody can jot down the date when he first 


and last sees a hird during the season. If this were systematically 


| _. done throughout the length and breadth of Alberta what an inter- 


esting report it would make every year. Mr. Willing gave a very 
interesting report for the Regina district. 


7 The next annual meeting was held on the 30th of December, © 
1904, at Calgary, members being present from Calgary, Blackfalds, 


Innisfail, Millarville and other points. , 
_The president, Mr. Gregson, occupied the chair. 
| Mr. Gregson, in his address, showed how the society was becoming 
known and accomplishing good. In closing he said: ‘‘ By faithful and 
diligent observation and promptness in publishing the restlts of that 
observation, we will build up a society whose work will be counted 
one of the greatest benefits to agriculture.’’ 
3 The report of the Innisfail branch was next read by Dr. George 
in the absence of the president, Mr. W. Geary, showing that four 
meetings had been held during the year at which papers had been 
read, specimens shown and notes given. 
Mr. Willing then read the Regina report. 
A very interesting paper was then read by Mr. F. H. Wolley-Dod 


entitled, ‘‘Butterfly and Moth Collecting.’’ This paper was full of 


information as to catching, preserving and identifying specimens. 
I then gave a paper on ‘‘The Rodents of Alberta,’’ followed by 
_ Mr. N. B. Sanson on ‘Wild Flowers of the Rocky Mountain Park.’’ 
me Bird migration notes were again supplied by Mr. George Lang. | 
The election of officers for 1905 resulted as follows: 
President—Dr. George, Innisfail. 

1st Vice-President—F. H. Wolley-Dod, Millarville.’ 

2nd Vice-President—N. B. Sanson, Banff. 
Secretary-Treasurer—T. N. Willing, Regina. ) 
Naturally I wanted the annual meeting for 1905 to be a success, 


so I wrote in plenty of time to Mr. Willing, the secretary, asking» 


when and where the annual meeting was to be held and what would 
be the future of the society when the new provinces were formed. 


To my surprise 


History Society. I do not know what Saskatchewan and Mr. Willing 
have done since the division into the two provinces, but I am looking 
forward to the annual report of the Department of Agriculture for 
1905 to see what is said. This, gentlemen, 1s roughly the history 

_ of the Territorial Society. 

Last February I went to Edmont 
Agriculture, the Hon. W. T. Finlay. 


he Deputy Minister interest di 
ee Becsuscion to call a meeting for the purpose of establishing a Nat- 


i rovince of also that a grant 
History Society for the Province of Alberta, but a at a g 

Soca eines in the estimates for the purposes of the society. So 
_ Ligsued hand-bills and called a public me 
~~ Chamber at‘ Innist 


on to interview the Minister of 
I found both the Minister and 


 pames as members. 
was appointed to draw up 


3 IT have never received an answer to that letter and so- 
~* 1905 passed without the annual meeting of the Territorial Natural. 


ed in what I told them, and I not only 


eting to be held in the Council | i Tie 
ail for March 14th. I also wrote and invited all ite i gat 
le that I knew were interested in the.subject. — 
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at once put into the printers’ hands and finished late in July. I at 
once set about getting members and a meeting was called at Innisfail, 
August 1st, to form a branch of the Alberta Natural History Society. 
My ambition was to have at least 50 members for the first year, and 
I am glad to say we have some 60 paid up members. Among others 


I am pleased to name: His Honour G. H. V. Bulyea, Lieutenant . 


Governor of Alberta; Hon. A. C. Rutherford; Hon. Frank Oliver; 
Hon. W. H. Cushing; J. A. Simpson, M.P.P.; Geo. Harcourt, B.8.A., 
Deputy Minister of Agriculture; Senator L. G. De Veber, M.D., and. 
Lieut. Colonel Wyndham. 

In October, Mr. Geary, President of the Innisfail Branch, and 
myself held a meeting at Red Deer to organize there, and I am happy 
to say the Red Deer Branch was inaugurated on November 20th 
last. 


OBJECTS AND AIMS OF THE SOCIETY. 


Now as tothe objects and aims of this society. It is to know 
thoroughly the whole of the natural history of this great province. 
Some books have been written on all branches, but as yet only a small 
fraction of this new country has been touched upon. Another great 


endeavour of this society is to apply knowledge gained, and help — 


others, especially farmers, to recognize their friends and foes,— 
animals, birds, insects, plants, etc. In this way beneficial individuals 
are preserved and noxious ones destroyed. Supposing a farmer 
finds his garden being injured by some insect, it is for us to inform 
him what the insect is, what it does, and how it is to be got ridof. If 
we do not have the required information we go to our books and find 
out, and so impart the knowledge gained. Many beneficial birds are 


destroyed through ignorance. A man sees a strange bird and at once . 


destroys it to satisfy his curiosity by looking at it and handling it, — 


and then often just throws it away or nails it on his barn wall, not 
even taking the trouble to make notes as to its colour, length of 
wing, whether a swimmer, percher, or other order of bird, so that it 
might be identified by some one who knew. Now, when this society 
has once pointed out and caused to be known a beneficial bird, no 
one will destroy the same but watch over and preserve it. The same 
applies to animals, insects, plants, etc. Supposing the society 


points out some noxious weed and says it should be destroyed, would | 


not all thinking persons destroy that weed wherever they came 
across it? 

Another great object is to form museums; not only a provincial 
museum at the Capital but local museums. This province is so large 
that each division has a natural history of its own, what is found in 
one part not being found in another, so that each chief town of a 
division should have its own museum, containing local specimens 
and also a library containing works on each subject to which the peo- 
ple should have free access. With a country like this, rich in new 
specimens of every kind, what a shame it is that when anything 
striking has been found, or an extra fine specimen killed, it is at once 
sold and shipped out of the province. Take the history of this 
province apart from its natural history, how quickly people have 
settled up this country and interesting facts as to places where things. 
have happened, houses in which historical events have taken place 
are handed down by word of mouth instead of by authentic notes. 


To make this a little more clear, who has an original specimen of the 
first newspaper printed and issued in the Territories? What about ~~ 
the history of the Great Hudson’s Bay Co.?. Where are notes kept 


ti 









: * ne x Bas 2 
5y AEA LY . ot ee ee eee 


7) tps ee er ter Mm Shae Cae 








ANNUAL Report, 1907 169 


a of the old happenings ; where are the life histories of the pioneers of 

| this country? It is not too late to obtain and preserve some of these. 
i Even in my short life in Alberta what changes I have seen! I came 
i to live in Innisfail in 1893, and I have a scrap book which I call my 


; | history of Innisfail. To us it is very interesting, containing dated 
rf notes, newspaper cuttings, photos of people and old buildings, as 
ns well as new ones as they go up. When Hon. Frank Oliver visited 
. my museum and was shown this book he said how he wished some one — 
‘ had done the same for Edmonton from the time he first went there. 


_ I may say I did the same for,Calgary from 1889 to 1893. In ten years 
| of this country changes occur that would take a hundred years of 
Peete In the older countries. Now a naturalist cannot take a walk 
anywhere, even in the busy streets of a city without observing some 
little thing that makes him wish to know more. Therefore, he en- 
quires and reads. I was only in Edmonton four days last spring 
but I believe I could tell you all, or nearly all,. the mounted animals 
| and birds I saw, where they are and what they are. 
a Now the children! What a grand thing it is to get children to 
be observant and interested in nature’s works! How beneficial for 
; the future, what a lot of knowledge is gained and suffering averted! 
The average boy finds a bird’s nest in breeding time, looks in it and 


ai sees if there are eggs, takes them home and strings'them up, but if 
Betyg). you ask what the nest was made of, what kind of a bird was it, even 
ak the date when he found it, can he answer you? It teaches children 
not to be thoughtlessly cruel and also to be accurate and call things 
_ by their proper-names. Now | took up the other day a farmers’ 
Woe weekly periodical, I am not sure which one it was, and I saw a good 
“an illustration of the meadow lark but underneath the picture it was 
yi -_ ealled the brown thrasher, two very different birds. Now, how many 
#3"; hundreds of readers of that paper will point out a meadow lark and 


in all good faith call it a brown thrasher. Time is flying and we have 
i only a short while in which to get through our work, as you know we 


a only meet once a year and after the work I want our visitors to see 
my museum. It will show them what one man can do in the way of 
ie collecting in the short space of twenty years. So with your permis- 
Bs sion I will bring this very imperfect address to a close and ask the 


-———- geeretary to proceed to the next order of business. 













en.) THE SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

ae After consultation with the Department of Agriculture at Edmon- 
ton, Dr. George, of Innisfail, the last resident of the Territorial Natural 

Na 3 History Society, asked me to issue a notice calling a meeting of the 


members of the Territorial Natural History Society, residing in the 
Province of Alberta, at Innisfail on March 14th, 1906, to inaugurate 
4 Natural History Society for the Province of Alberta, elect officers, 
~ . frame by-laws, etc. The meeting was duly held on March 14th, — 
and it was decided to form a Natural History Society for the Province 
of Alberta. * 
The name chosen was, ‘‘The Alberta Natural History Society.”’ 
aS The officers of the society are to consist of: An honorary Pee 
! I ‘arv vice-presidents, president, two vice-presidents, 
ey oashton aud and board of directors consisting of 


iia! 


| a they are formed. : Racca te 

. oa y The election of officers resulted as follows: Ve ret 
ek, Honourary President—Hon. W. T. Finlay, Minister o gricul- e 
= ture. » | ee el a 
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1st Honorary Vice-President—Geo. Harcourt, B. 5. A., Pete 
Minister of Agriculture, Edmonton. 
2nd Honorary Vice-President—P. B. Gregson, Blackfalds, 
President—Dr. pet George, Innisfail. P 
Vice-Presidents—F. H. Wolley-Dod, Millarville; N. Be Sanson, 
Banff. 4 
Secretary-Treasurer—Jas. Jenson, Innisfail. . So 
Directors—F. Dippie, Calgary; A. Hudson, Millarville; C. Gar 
rett, Didsbury; J. T. Boyce, B.A., Red Deer; ego Carr, BAL 
Innisfail. 
A committee of three consisting of H. A. Malcolm, F. M. Oldham, | sf 
and Dr. George were appointed to draw up a constitution and by-laws. OS eae 
and submit the same to the directors for their approval. To have | 
the same printed when so approved and given to the members. This _ 
was done. fee paet 4 
_ Branches have been formed at Innisfail and ‘Red Deer ~The ee 
following is a list of members to date: . ay 


His Honour G. H. V. Bulyea, Lieutenant Governor of Alberta. 
Premier The Hon. A. C. Rutherford. 
The Hon. Frank Oliver. 
The Hon. W. H. Cushing. 

7 The Hon. Senator De Veber, M.D. 
Geo. Harcourt, pee Minister of a 
John: Simpsons VP AR ss cg) ese thee Sale eee Innisfail. 
NB aeanisOly 52 kos te oe yeh een a lee Banff. 


AGe JENBOUY Oatrece wi aca Aer ee eet ees bene Innisfail. 
Dr, H. George... 0.002.055. erie Withe Ge Sere Bak oa 9 | Innisfail. 
Fs Dippieg ih nal ea es eee ee SATOy Pees eee Calgary. 
Ag Hudsom ss. cch eee ogee al ee he eee Millarville. 
Ci GRST OU ned f Saie Ue Rai ty eh ia a had. 4) Saas Didsbury. 
rr NAB. fo yi cet ae! meh: RR get ain wn YD AA AE A Suto! 0 Red Deer. 
BS Sarre Boas Ss Ore miern ack orator ck, | ed ote ee Innisfail. 
OW. Greeti Senge hea oe tc ee eed. Ce POs ee Innisfail. 


Col. AW yr 26 has de aoe eM eats: cal eee ‘Gleichen. 
Wg eos Wace whan aed eae) iti ts ea Pine Lake. 
, Hix. COOT ROR ee Ser attra r are ats ace ea tania Innisfail. 


Gok. “Westlanidl@ sesso ey ok SOL Caan Innisfail. 


PSO) dhain tk Ques Hae ate careers ual fs ieee eee Innisfail. 
We Gia chsh veliae ce Pi ee vey. oe PT Calgary. . 
E,. Be INO Weta ths Ae te BNC UN od ot ele OR ae Innisfail. 

WH RLODIBSOD ames: crane ai ee Mercns tet cl 1.28 ban ReaD Eagle Creck. 
AV GNSOnA Seta nee ee en et Le 3.3 Ae ee Innisfail. 
Rew WwW. Sy ket awe ee eran Go ee ee Innisfail. 
EVEL AON Ri te ot are ee hac) ah Innisfail. 
By Mackenzie Grieven 2) spleen Pe LR ew _. Eagle Creek. 


Po, Gregan, sete ie ter at ne 5. Base MER Blackfalds. 
L. C. Harry.. a Tela Wheta rah 2 eae ste, og Ors Mandan Innisfail. 
Walter Raimesivisinc abelian. aie ae AA Toronto. 
Grant: Geary) ie Gite eee el ke eens A) eae Innisfail. 


HI. JA..Malcolimy? -eincusce hen Caen ie. Seeuee al a eeeW ial, Innisfail. 
Chester Malcolm (2) ic)" ye, tt Mes Ca ae Innisfail. 
Selby Walker rr. i, She ae ie, al pee Ree Calgary. 
Miss A Simapsote 21 y Santee Wa Pe er Ge Innisfail. 
Mrs: Dr, George, 2.24 onan: Beare at) een biter aes Innisfail. 
Dr. GG. Mewberyr cf Lic acaneon enced yee bi 4 Innisfail. 
SOP PTA Tis ees yeh eed he ts yee eae _. Innisfail. 
Rev, Allany2. /s Manane Sun eee ee oe Innisfail. 
Mrs::(Rev: Allan vps atv iis. Bene ei eee ae lifnisfail. 
A, Hi. UKeastii ct. Arita abe ee elev AL Ree i ine Wel Innisfail. 
By J, Freaks ek bs eee ee ee Innisfail eyo 
BB Wolleysod.a. occa heen arene ae i np Mola seg eT eer 
MrePlayle : (eet oe eens AA SPAS, LNT Mans Innisfail. iy 
EGS HOS Ua a ees his Sa FR NNT ee: Innisfail. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Receipts. 


t 


Expenditures. 


Poet 20. Carr, half Innisfail Subs 
Printing 
Post Cards 


Gam 


/ ea Report of the Innisfail Branch. 


- 


aR A 
Cate Sme,—I beg to submit the following report for the Innisfail Branch 
‘< of the Alberta Natural History Society: 

On August Ist, 1906, the members of the Alberta Society ret at 
the museum at Dr. George’ s residence to consider the formation of | 
a : a branch. After considerable discussion a president, vice- president, 
uf pee secretary-treasurer were elected as follows: 

“Mr. Wm. Geary, President; Mrs. Dr. George, Vite: Praidentt 
£3 OF. Ss. Carr, B.A., Secretary-Treasurer. 
y Tt was resolved to have a regular monthly meeting every second 
‘Se | Friday in the month. At the meeting in September, Dr. George gave 
avery interesting discourse on the carnivora of Alberta, using prepared 
skulls as illustrating material. Owing to lack of time the discussion 
aes the weasel family had to be left to a future meeting. | 
os » At this meeting an important. step was taken. The branch 
BY determined to found a library. As an initial step ‘‘ Animals,’’ Stone 
S ‘and Cram, was ordered. Also the ‘‘Ottawa Field Naturalist” was 
Be? subseribed for. ; 
At the October meeting F. S. Carr, B. Me read a short paper on 
i Fitts batrachians using live and ea material. Special stress was 
at ‘Jaid on the economic importance of these animals. At this meeting, 
too, a constitution for the branch modified from the main society’s — 


ses 


z Cc stitution was adopted. .- 
: aS ey On November Sth, the branch held its annual meeting in the 


“Council Chambers, Innisfail. The secretary’s report was first read. 
aL he. branch society had organized August Ist, 1906; since then there 
had been two meetings, one in September at which Dr. George gave 
a paper, ‘‘Carnivora of Alberta,’’ and one in October, when F. 8. 


r e a paper on “‘ Batr achians.’ 
™ fhe Ge riharship of the branch was twenty-four, being as follows: | 


aD B.S. Georg e. 


‘4 3 
Poa) Dr: George. 
ee GR Pe csttcad. F. M. Olahane 


PL. i. Robinson. 
Jar. ‘Simpson, M.P J. Jenson. 


Wea JEDSOD." %.. 
BARA Sa} on wae a 
F: S; Carr, B. A. : ch Gu Caan’ 


Wm. Geary. 
H. A. Malcolm. rE Beles | 
__ E. Mackenzie Grieve. Y a tee . 
Miss A. Simpson. rs. Dr. George 
E. B. Nowers. 
Mrs. W. F. Allan. 
Dr. Mewbery. 


he iia was ae” ant adopted. 
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Mr. T. S. Jenson was appointed auditor. After the anes of 
the books the treasurer’ 8 pep eR was given. 


Total sreceipted.iaco yk CLG Sree: Bk Pa ee $15.00 
Total expenditure.2)). | Sat ae bead eerie eer He 4.75 





Ralance: deere = ee fees $10.25 


The election of officers then took place. The former officers were — 
re-elected. Wm. Geary, President; Mrs. Dr. George, Vice-President; 
F. S. Carr, B.A., Sec.-Treas. 

Moved by Dr. George, and seconded by Mr. H. A. Malcolm, 
that the secretary be instructed to write the Alberta Natural History 
Society asking that the society consider the feasibility of letting the - 
fees cover 1907 since the society had been running such a short time. 
Carried. 

The president then gave a short address covering the history of - 
the society and its aims: educational, moral, physical and economic. 
De George gave a talk on “Tnteresting Notes from Fifteen Years’ 
_Collecting.’’ Dr. George had many specimens illustrating the animal, 
plant, geological and ethnological richness of Alberta. He deplored 
the fact that so much valuable material was being removed to other 
countries. 

Mr. H. A. Malcolm then gave a very practical paper on ‘‘Local _ 
Noxious Weeds and Remedies.’’ Mr. Malcolm, to illustrate the 
prevalence of such weeds, stated that his sons had collected seventy — 
species of weeds in one season in his neighbourhood. The imported , 
seed grain, he thought, was most to blame. He discussed remedies 
that are capable of being used by all. He drew attention to the dirty 
condition of our highways and the lax enforcement of weed. laws. 

A vote of thanks was extended to those furnishing the programme. 
The secretary was also instructed to write the mayor and council 
thanking them for the use of the hall. The meeting then adjourned. — 

Mrs. Dr. George, the vice-president, painted and exhibited a 
collection of wild flowers with their dates of appearance. ‘This is' a 
very valuable work and numbers forty-eight varieties. 

FREDERICK S. CARR, | 
Secretary-Treasurer. 


Report of the Red Deer Branch. 


A meeting was held at Red Deer to inaugurate a branch of the 
Alberta Natural History Society on November 20th, 1906. 
It was moved, seconded and carried, that a branch be formed | 
and called ‘‘The Red Deer Branch of the Alberta Natural History 
Society.’’ ee 
The officers elected were: President, Rev. Canon Hinchcliffe; 
Vice-President, Capt. Keast; Secretary-Treasurer, J. McVicar. eS 
List of members: Betray 
Canon Hinchcliffe. Capt. Keast. F (Pam 
J. A. Grant. Mr. Hill. ath ae 
J. C. Moore. EK. Wilton. ep os: 
J. F. Boyce. Mrs. Dr. Denovan. ~ ee 
Mrs. L. oh Fulmer. eee 
Meetings to be held monthly at Mr. McVicar’s store, every third ee 
Tuesday at 2.30 p-m. ; 
A committee was formed on constitution and Wee 
J. McVicar, F 
Secretary-Treasurer 
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- RESOLUTIONS. 








- _._ Letters were read from several members who were unable to be 
.. present. It was moved, seconded and carried, ‘‘That the various 
ay urere be received and filed.’’ The following resolutions were also | 
passed: 5 ne 
- ., . That this society regrets that the Alberta Parliament was not 
~ able to see its way clear to continue the grant formerly given by the 
tyes _ North-West Territories and hopes that at the next session a grant 
--———s may be passed. | 
yy Sa ae That owing to the late formation of the society, all 1906 fees 
—-—-—s cover the membership fees for 1907. 


f 


_ * ‘That the officers be re-elected. 

caper? That the directors formulate a letter bringing to the attention of 
the Minister of Agriculture the necessity for a grant being’ placed in 
i the estimates to establish a Provincial Museum. | | , 
nf eke _ That this meeting does now adjourn to meet again on the last 


Wednesday in November, 1907, at Red Deer. 
AGO . Jas. JENSON, vt 
PS _ Secretary-Treasurer. 


SECOND ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ALBERTA NATURAL 
Ms, HISTORY SOCIETY. pert 


The meeting was called to order by President Dr. George, being 
- assembled in the old school at Red Deer on the 27th day of November, 


1907, at 3 p.m. | : 
THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 


It is with great pleasure I am able to welcome you to the second 
annual meeting of the Alberta Natural History Society, and inei- 
dentally to welcome to Red Deer those of you who do not reside here. 
Dies ‘As a society I beg to state that we are alive and, I hope, vigour- 
ons: we have many things to encourage us although we have 
Geen few obstacles: against us.. You know 1b) 18° hard work for 
the first few years to keep a society of this kind, and in such 
sae a vast territory as the ‘Province of Alberta, alive and flourishing, and. 
ia k all the time; the chief burden being upon the 


«it ig a question of wor | Paks 
ae Biouliers of a few but I assure you for my Pete ere en, + 
ie eas Now one of the greatest disappointments av | Is y 


Rate dN «oy ‘no to you the annual reports of the Natural 
ig the inability of ee i906 due to the late printing of the re- 


Ree Hi Society for 19 ee 
ey t History ; t of Agriculture for those years; as I think 
ieee, ports of EO es acon  (oubh the province we shall have 











when those reports are spread 


( . 
‘etv and recruits for the ranks of nature 
many more members for the society 


: es \. Jovers and observers. ‘tment was the non-receiving of a Bc | 
P {2 ihe ewes eae. I asked for $100.00, but we did not . ie 
aes from the her because the Government had so many things to see to, 

get it, ade ns of the society were not considered important enough; bg 
or that the ait ‘vash away a stone and I hope by being diligent and 
but water hile vey efore the people of the province we may get a small — Ee: 
nal Ber Den Pan. This is not of such a very Spacey ae | 
ae greatly help fulfil my ambition of seeing a branch of the 1 ye 

/ \ aes |e 
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esting and useful society in every electoral district of Alberta and 
the establishment of museums in the chief towns of those districts to 
bring the people at large in contact with the animals, birds, insects, 
and plants of their immediate neighbourhood and so getting to know | 
what are good for the country and what inimical. Another thing 1 BS, 
would like to see looked after is the history of this province; events By 
happen so quickly here and are forgotten and if no record is kept — 
authentic dates, etc., are wanting and only oral tradition is left — 
which in future years is regarded as mythical. Even in my short 
life in Alberta I have seen many changes. 

One more point I have adverse to our progress is the treatment 
we have received from the secretary of the late Territorial Natural 
History Society, that gentleman not seeing fit to answer letters sent  — 
him. There are a few dollars in that society that rightly belong to 
us and we are unable to obtain any information about it. Thisis  .- 
neither courteous nor businesslike of the gentleman in question. 

The points to encourage us are the many people we have got who 
are letting us know that they are interested in the work, and I have . 
the last two years received very many letters giving me information 
and asking questions which I have always answered to the best of — 
my knowledge. It might surprise some of you to know that after 18 
years of study i in Alberta on these lines how little I know myself and 
I feel that a lifetime devoted to these pursuits is all too short to get 
even a slight knowledge of what goes on around us in the natural 
history world. , 

We have two branches of the society, viz., Innisfail and Red 
Deer. I had hoped to get another formed this year, but owing to 
my removal from Innisfail and getting settled down in Red Deer I * — 
have been unable to get another branch started but will try and do x 
so next year. 

They have formed a Historical Society in Edmonton; I was 
put on the executive committee, but the only communication I have 
received was a notice to attend a meeting at Edmonton and it was 
impossible for me to go. If I only had their prospectus I could judge 
whether amalgamation with that society would be the best thing for 
us or not. 

Now I will bring my few remarks to a close by asking the pres- 
idents of the two branches, Innisfail and Red Deer, to read their 
reports, after which we will hear the report of the secretary-treasurer 
_ of the provincial society. Thanking you for the honour you have 
done me in electing me your president for the last two years, I will 
now proceed to the business of the meeting. 

Letters were read from A. Mitchell, Esq., of Edmonton; N. B. | 
Sanson, Esq., of Banff, and W. Geary, Esq., of Innisfail, regretting 
their inability to be present at the meeting. 3 : 


Report of the Innisfail Branch. | 3 see 


On behalf of the Innisfail Branch No. 1, I beg leave to report 48 
follows: Since last annual meeting, November 9, 1906, the following 
meetings have been held: January 11, 1907, at Dr. George’s museum 
with a good attendance. After business had been transacted, Dr. 
George read a very interesting and instructive paper on the weasels a 
of Alberta, in which reference was made to the raccoon, weasel, marten, 
fisher, ferret, mink, wolverine, skunk, badger, and otter, discussing ee 
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manners, habits, characteristics, differences in formation, special 
means of offence and defence, etc. 

February 8th, 1907, at the museum. After routine, president 
W. Geary gave a talk on ‘‘ Bird Nesting,’’ referring to habitat of birds, 
methods, results, ete., giving many instances from some twelve years’ 
experience as a collector, showing its influence for health, the improve- 
ment of powers of observation, love of nature and the beautiful. 
Dr. George supplemented these remarks by a short talk on the nesting 
habits of the whiskey jack. i 

March 8th, 1907, at the museum. After routine, there being 

no special programme, the president read a clipping from the Ottawa 
Field Naturalist on a disaster that had overtaken migrating birds 
during a severe storm on Lake Huron in October, 1906. It was writ- 
ten by W. E. Saunders, Esq., of London, Ont., and described how 
he had found over 1800 dead birds representing about thirty species 
during a walk of two or three miles along the shore near Kettle Point. 
A general discussion followed. 

April 12th, 1907, at the institute. After business had been trans- 
acted secretary F. 8. Carr, B.A., read a short paper on ‘‘The snails 
of Alberta,’’ illustrated by drawings and specimens. This proved 
most interesting and brought out many questions and a hearty vote 
of thanks. This was the last meeting held, and although I have 
made several attempts to hold a meeting nothing has been done. 
However, an effort will be made to resume the work of the branch | 
at an early date, when it is expected work will be resumed. 

The branch has suffered severely by the removal of Dr. George, 
President of the Alberta Society, and his estimable wife, who was 
our valued vice-president. This took place in June and was followed 
shortly after by the removal of our secretary-treasurer, F. S. Carr, 
B.A., to Edmonton. The removal of three such active and enthu- 
siastic members within so short a time has temporarily crippled our 
branch, therefore this report is not so full and interesting as it other- 
wise would have been. 

W. GEARY, 
President. 


It was thereupon moved by Captain Keast and Mrs. George, 
and carried, that the report of the Innisfail Branch be received and 
filed. 

Upon motion by Mr. McVicar and Mr. Fiske, it was ordered: 
That the Innisfail secretary-treasurer be written to, asking for his 
report of their branch as early as possible for publication. 


Report of the Red Deer Branch. 


The members of the Red Deer Branch of the Alberta Natural 
History Society have much pleasure in presenting their annual report 
for 1906 and 1907. At the regular meeting held June Ist, the Rev. 
Benj. Goodfield read a paper on ‘‘The Common Fly, which was 
teresting and instructive. There are 16 members in good standing 
me Red Deer Branch. B. F. Boyce, B.A., paid his fee in Innisfail - 
Byes 0 ber here, and J. A. Carswell and F. W. Galbraith, ~ 


although a mem) are, te bites 
editors of the town papers, were made members of the ‘iety | 
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their valuable services in publishing meetings and 50 cents for each 
was forwarded out of the funds of the society to the provincial secretary. 
That leaves $13.00 as the amount received by the secretary-treasurer 
for year ending 31st October, 1907. $7.50 of this amount was for- 
warded to the general secretary, Innisfail. The amount paid for — 
cash book, postage, etc., was $2.35, leaving a balance in hand of: 
$3.15. At the annual meeting held October 15th, 1907, Canon | 
Hinchcliffe, president, tendered his resignation, which was accepted — 
with regret. The Canon is now living in Chilliwack, B.C. The . © 
society has also lost a valuable member in Mrs. Dr. Denovan, who fe 
has moved from Red Deer. It was agreed-at this meeting for various | 
-yeasons that the paid members for 1906-1907 be considered as Ets 
members for 1907-8. 
Officers for 1907-08: 
Hon. President—John T. Moore, Esq., M.P.P. 
President, Captain Keast. 
Vice-President, Mrs. L. C. Fulmer. 
Secretary-Treasurer, John MeVicar, Esq. . 
The above with Mrs. (Dr.) George and Mrs. Tolltaan form the | 
Executive Committee. This committee will also solicit for new mem- ' 
bers. ; 
As the secretary-treasurer wished to have his books audited, 
Mr. George Wilton was appointed auditor. oh 
Dr. George’s museum is well worthy of being patronized by Red 
Deer and the vicinity. 
JOHN McVicaAR, 
Secretary-treasurer. 


Moved by James Jenson and Mrs. George, that the report of the 
Red Deer Branch be accepted with a vote of thanks to the compilers 
of the ae: and that the same be filed. Carried. 

SECRETARY-TREASURER’S REPORT. 


The secretary-treasurer made a report of the finances as follows: 





‘Toveash inJhand at Novi: 28thy1906 (alee elie be 
Six direct subscriptions of $1.00.............4. 40005. 6.00 
(ne direct subscription of $2.00 ta eeu. un eee eee ue 2.00 : a 
Reteived from. Red Deer Society. .:.. 20.0.4, 05.3.0 048! 7.50 
Fleceived from Innisfail Socibtys. 129. V2 wo. ee ea on 1.00 , 
$34.64 
. By payment for letter papéere: wi scan a ae $4.50 e 
Noticés for annual meeting. .so.8 sy arcuate a 1.75 
Postage sos. oes det a Deans venue eames 14 \ 
— 6.39 ; 
Leaving cash in hand; tea ees ca Waceasiens & ¢ $28 .25 


Moved by Gann Keast and Mr. Fiske, that the secretary- 
treasurer’s report be accepted subject to the auditor’s report: 7 PReya oe 
next business was the election of officers with the following results: = 

Honorary President—Hon. W. T. Finlay, Minister of Agriculture. 


Honorary Vice-President—Geo. Harcourt, ‘Esq., Deputy Minister 
of Agriculture. | | i ass 
President—Dr. George. gos aa 


Vice-Presidents—N. B. Sanson, Banff; A. Mitchell, Edmonton. : oy ve 
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¢ See ere ene Treasuter— Mrs. F. H. Tollman. 
Executive Committee—F. Dippie, Calgary; F. S. Cart iy ee 
Peiidronten, F. H. Wolley-Dod, Millarville; James Jenson, ‘Tnnisfail;, 
ve. E. Fiske, Hillsdown. 
Specimens of several varieties of lichens were exhibited, nase 
sent by N. B. Sanson, Esq., of Banff, but unfortunately the paper 
“on the same intended to be read at the meeting did not arrive in time. 
Moved by Capt. Keast and Mr. McVicar, that the next. annual 
Pet poiestine be held at Edmonton. Carried. 
ahead Moved by Mrs. George and Capt. Keast, that whereas the at- 
iran tendance. of certain officers at the annual meeting is almost compul- 
c. i _ sory this meeting resolves that the railway fare to Edmonton be paid 


Oa for the president and secretary-treasurer and the two presidents of — 
the existing branches. Carried. 

Ss » Moved by Mr. McVicar and Mrs. Fulmer, that J. A. Carswell he. 
auditor for the ensuing year. Carried. 


i i Moved by Mrs. George and Mr. Jenson, that letter paper be | 
-_ printed with the names of the new officers. Carried. 

| Moved by Capt. Keast and Mrs. George, that the secretary be 
ey se empowered to get necessary books. 


Pie. / Moved by Mr. McVicar and Capt. Keast, that a vote of thanks 
om oe be tendered to Mr. Jenson and the secretary-treasurer for the past 
a _ two years. Carried. 


Boas _ Mr. Jenson briefly responded us the vote of thanks and the meet- a 
Z Pass “ing closed. | | petty 
a yo la | . sy ial TOLLMAN, 

SRO Dou AR | Secretary-T'reasurer. 
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